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CHAP. XXXL 




RS. Hemer and I fct out at 
the very Moment (he had 
appointed ; for 1 foon founds 
that Hie was as regular as 
a i'endulum. I could have wiflied fhe 
had borne a more extenfive. Refem- 
blance to a Clock ; conftant Ticking, 
indeed, might have been too much; 
but had (he ftruck, though it had 
been only once an Hour, it would 
liave been a great Relief to me ; for 
I felt an ardent Longing to talk, con- 
VoL. II. B vinced 



2 OPHELIA. 

vinced by her Sex and Age, that fhe 
was, bjr Inclination, IcHjuacious, I hoped; 
to , vadquifh her obftinate JSilence, by 
the Force of Temptation ; and, accord- 
ingly, ^fked her various Queftions, and 
fuch as I thought might be moft in-- 
terefting, but without the leaft Effedt, 
not a flftgle Word in Anfwer* could I 
obtain; and, at laft, defitted in l^ef- 
pair ; keeping the reft of the Day an 
inviolable Silence. 

"As"r*had,*Tor*a cbhficfer'able "Time, 
no Employ but gazing at my Fellow 
Traveller's outward Form, I will make 
your Ladylhip my Confipahion in it, 
by defcribing her to you. Mrs. Her- 
»tfr was a 11 trie Woman nSar fifty' Ywrs 
of Age, very thin and brdwn ;''*vith a 
very long TJofe and Chin, iftllbw 
Cheeks, wide Mouth, fcarcely ah/JEye- 
brovvs, and lig|ht^grcy Eyes ; which, 
however, were not void of a Sweet- 
neis, denoting fome' Portion of^good 
Humour in the Mind that animated 
them. Dejedion And Humiliation ap- 
peared in her whole Afp^ft;' her Airt 
and every Look, ' were prim and dc* 
mure. 

ionce 
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I once faw Mrs. Hemer before I was 
taken Prifoner by her G>ufin, and then 
learnt a little of her Hiilory, which I 
ihall impart. 

Mrs. Hemer had originally a mode- 
rate Fortune, and, on the Death of the 
Marchionefs's Mother, who was her 
Coufin -German, and intimate Friend, 
file took the Marchionefs to live with 
her, being moved to Companion by 
her being left intirely deftitute of a 
Provifion. Mrs. Herner^ from the Time 
flie firft became poffefled of her For- 
tune, lived, above her Income; and 
though . (he petceived the Principal was 
every Year decrcafing, flie had not Pru- 
dence to retrench. The Rank in which 
(be lived, gave fair Opportunity to the 
Marchionefs's Charms, to win her a 
more lafting Provifion than fhe could 
have received from Mrs. Herner •, ac- 
cordingly, before (he was eighteen, the 
Marquis of Trenie faw her, and becom- 
ing truly enamoured, married her ; but 
lived a very fliort Time after raifing her 
to the Rank and Fortune, which gave Birth 
to her uncontrouled Iniblence. .' 

B 2 Mrs. * 



4 OPHELIA. 

Mrs. Hefner's Fortune lafted a ve- 
ry few Years beyond this Marriage 5 
and, by a.ftrange Fatality, fhe fpent 
to the laft Shilling before ftie attempt-^ 
ed' to leffen herExpences. When fhe 
had no longer Means to fupport them, 
the Marchionefs feemed to hold out 
the Hand of Confolation to her, in- 
viting her 'Home ; but the poor Wo- 
man fcon found that Pride, not Ge-r 
nerofity, offered her this necefTary Re-. 
. lief ; for the Marchionefs made her 
exchange Poverty for Wretchednefs. 
She efteemed fo highly an Adt. fhe 
was bound in Duty to perform, that left 
Mrs. Herner fhould be lefs fenfible of the 
Weight of the Obligation, fhe refrefhed 
her Remembrance continually, and cx- 
pe£ted, in Return for her Charity, 
that fhe (hould undertake the Care of 
her Family, and comply with every 
Inclination her Ladyfhip fhould con- 
dcfccnd to fignify. Her Paflions, were 
extremely violent, and never appeared 
in fuch full Luftre, as when her un- 
happy Coufin was the Objeft, for as fhe 
had no other Dependence, fhe knew 
fhe muft endure all. 

Thus 
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Thus the poor Woman, for a Sub- 
fiftcncc^ fold heffelFto the moft abjeft 
Slavery : But (he was too proud to 
take any other Means of gaining a 
Support. Pride that licks the Duji^ ihe 
had, but no true Spirit; for to paci- 
fy th6 Marchionefs in her Furies, fhc 
would defcend to the meaneft Flat- 
tery, and was ruled by a Frpwn or 
a Nod. From a continual fervile Com- 
pJiancc with the Will of another, (he 
jk)ft all Liberty of Thought, of which 
only one's own Meannefs can deprive 
one. She entirely forgot the Method 
of .pronouncing the Word No ; her 
Language was c6mpofed of nothing 
but Expreflions of Affent and Affir- 
matives *, and (he would contradidfc 
her own Senfes, as often as her vio- 
lent and capricious Coulin, happened 
to err. So accuftomed to obey, (he 
fcarcely could find out Terms that 
would exprefs her Refufal of the Li* 
bcrty fhe dared not grant me. I 
fometimes miftook her Negatives for 
Confent, and fliould not have difco- 
vered my Error, had (he not checked 
B 3 me 
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mfe, when Iwas going to aft in Con- 
fcqt3*nce of it; 

In this lively MmricT did n^re tfawt 
for three Days, without Accident or 
Interruption. Rjt, the Night of the 
third, as I was beginning to undrefs 
myfeif, after having fat a little- Time 
meditating on my deplorable SicOa- 
tion, I was alarmed with the Cry of 
** Fire, Murder, Rape, l^aft, Bnrtts 
" Savage!*" The Clamour I eoiyW' di-^ 
fiinguifh to come frOni Mrs. Htrnev^^ 
Room, and thinking myftlf bkwnd in 
Duty t(:> affift even my* Enemyv I 
ran to try wffat I could do towards 
her Relief When I entered, I per- 
ceived her with a double Towel roond 
jher Head,, by Way of Night-Gapj in 
a fhort ragged Bfed-Gown, ifaridinrg by 
a Bed, in which was a IVTaii wHb held 
faft by one Corner of her little Jbirkiff. 
I did not comptehend the Motive fot 
this Detention^ confeqiiently^ knew- not 
the Gaulc of her Fear-, but fehflble 
that lalonef was rtot fufficient to reffcue 
her from the Arms of this Giant; I 
attempted to open a Door in the Pif- 
Tage, in order to call in more ufe- 

ful 
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fql Eeople, bmt found it locked, the 
Gonfequence of my. Coaler's Care of 
mc* Had I not. been of a moft cha- 
ritablCi Difpofiiioa, Rcfentment might 
Jiavc prompted, met to let hef fuffcr 
by the Means, (he had taken to. pro- 
long my Captjvjty.; but I conquered 
the Impulfc, and. taking the Key out 
of heij Bocket, Jet in oiir Hoftefs, and 
fQroe.of her Servants, who, like myfelf, 
haii been, attrafted by the Noife* 

Ovr Laqdiady. I found more equal 
to the; Tafk than I, was-, fhe foon 
refeued the timerous Virgin, telling the 
Gentleman with, a very fonorous Voice, 
that, '* She wondered: he, who was a 
•' Jniite of tbfi Peace and ^orum fhould 
*^ fo difturb a quiet Family; for her 
•' part, fhe would not fuffer fuch nor- 
*' motts Behaviour in her Houfe, not 
♦' CKca by his Honour's Worjbipy 

Hq, with a Voice that denoted 
much 51eepinefs, replied, " Woman 
^^ hold thy Biawling ; 1 have not dif* 
** turbed thy. curfed Houfe ; I was 
** fteeping quietly when that Wench 
*' waked me. She has a Mind to coy 
**. it a little now, but the Jade was 
B 4 *' willing 
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*^ willing enough to come to Bed to 
" me before I afked her. I did not 
" want Company -, but I fcorn to dif- 
*' appoint a Woman ; and I (hall 
** have her ftiU for all thy Clamour; 
** for I know (he is kind at Bottom." 

At this "Declaration, Mrs. Hemer 
fcrcamed out, " O fave me! Preferve 
•* my Honour! Do not let the wicked 
** Wretch come near me j" and caught 
Up a Candle to light - her in her 
Flight. Being obliged to pafs by the 
Side of the Bed, in order to get to 
the Door, the Man had a much 
more perfeft View of the affrighted 
Fair than he had before, whofe Ap- 
pearance, I muft confefs, was not ve- 
ry alluring ; for her Lips were greafed 
with Tallow ; :her Eyes done thinly 
over . with a dark coloured Ointmentj 
and the Reft of her Face covered 
with thick Cream i not quite dry*^ and 
through fotne ^^'Chinlcs which Time 
" had made" . in her Bed-Gown, her 
yellow Skin (hone refplendent ; fo like 
Gold, through a netted Purfe, that it 
could, charm nothing but a Mifer. He 
beheld her with Aftoniihment for near 

a Minute 
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a Minute^ and then, with all the Ap- * 
pearance of Scorn and Diftafte that his ' 
Countenance could wear, which was 
better fuited to fuch Expreffions^, than 
to any of a gentler kind, he cried 
out, *•' Wicked Wretch ; not fo wicked' 
** a^ to want thy Company, thou" 
" Witch, thou Monfler, fuH Light 
** would better have obtained thy Rc- 
" leafe than all thy Struggling. Have 
** fudi a Hag as thee by my Side! I 
** had rather have Fowkr or my Crop 
'' Horfe for my Bedfellow.*' This 
Adventure (hocked meftrangely; there 
feemed an Enormity of Wickednefs in 
this Man that amazed me ; but yer» 
when he had thus addrefled a Figure, 
which had furprizcd me almoft as much 
as It had done him, I could not reftrain 
a Smile. As I was near the Candles, 
he perceived if, and looking at mcf 
(after the fhort Preface of an Oath) 
" That's a pretty Lafs, Faith,** laid 
he, " and looks good-natured and nier- 
" ry. I love a hoddy Girl hugely, 
" that will make one laugh, and 
•' laugh with one, and (hare a Pot of 
*' good Oftober, when a Man has no 
B 5 . « bcttcf 
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"better Company i fuch a Wench is 
*' worth fighting for ; and, I will have 
** her inffead of thee, thou SucGubus, 
" who art nothing hTce a Woman but 
*« in thy Brawling,'* I was not more 
valiant than Mrs. Herner^ but being 
much more nimble, I ran out of the 
Room with the utmoft Speed. Not 
unmindful of the Opportunity of the 
double Efcape I had to efFcft 5 and 
as defirous of getting free from Wo- 
man as from Man^'and Iran through, 
the Door I had opened,, and got inta 
the Yard ; but was there overtaken by 
Mrs. Hernerr in Frefco as before, with' 
the reft of the Family at her Heels. 

As foon as I difappeared, fhe recol- 
Icfted the Defire I might have, and 
not finding me in my Room, was as 
clamorous at my Efcape, as fhe had 
been about her own Detention. With- 
out flaying for an Increafe of Cloath- 
ing, fhe ran after me ; and, it is no 
Wonder that, unincumbered by the 
Weight of Drefs, fhe overtook mc,, 
whofe Flight had been retarded by- 
not knowing where to go, I cannot 
pretend to fay, what Vengeance I might 

have 
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have tiken at being thus dilappoiiited 
of my PurpefiS had not the Servants 
of the Imi revenged my Caufe with 
fomc Succefs, by hooting at her Fi- 
gure, and burning into fuch immode- 
mc Peate of Laughter, that our Hoftefs^ 
at laft, t^ou^ht it incumbent on her 
to r^fent it ; and with a (hrill Pipe, 
cried out, ^ What do the Villains 
*^-mean? Muft you affront a Gentle- 
*' woman truly ? Did you never fee 
^ a Woni^n in her Smock before ? If 
•^ Madami'^ Lips are:chapped and her 
^' Eyes fore, what's the Matter of that, 
** it is no Body's Bufinefs but her own, 
^ fure! fuch fine Tallow as we burn, 
** would not difgrace the Mouth of 
** the firft Dutchefs in the Land; it is 
•* as fwe*t as k Nut; and mt|cH more 
*' iiaHf$gerthsm M their curotes SalyesJ 
*' As for her Eyes, why Eyes fhould 
** be black, fhottkl not they ? and what 
** fignifiea whether Gutfide or In, pr 
•^ Infide OF Out, its much the fame 
« Thihg.'" ' " ' ' ^ 

This etequent Oration a little fuf- 
pendcd the Laugh -, " but they took in 
no- more Matter for Minh, that thtf 

Time 
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Time might not be Ipft, flaring with- 
out Interruption at the Obje^ of it ; 
for the good Landlady, determined Mrs; 
Herner fhould , hear how . well fhe de- 
fended her Caufe, kept faft hold of 
her, till her Flow of Oratory ceafedw 
When w« were cpndudled up Stairs, I 
was asain locked up till Morning, and 
then f attended Mrs. Herner^ to whom 
another Room had been given. At 
Breakfaft, our Landlady came to pay 
her Compliments of Enquiry after the 
Health of the poor aflPrighted Lady, 
which was not a little infvpaired by 
the Night's Adventure, her Fears laft- 
ing longer than her Danger; for fhc 
told us, it communicated iiidi even to 
her Dreams. . . 

As fhe condefcended to. talk with 
our Hoftefs» though not to converfe 
with nie, I learnt the Occafion of 
the Difturbance^ which was no other 
than a fniall Error in the Gentleman 
whofe Intelleifti; were, a little iroubled 
by too* hard Drinking, in Celebration 
of a Fox Chafe, in which he had 
been engaged that Day ; for in going 
up Stairs to Bed, he had miftakeni 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hemer^s Room for his own, and 
taken Poflfeffion of it. 

In the CourTe of this Converfacion^ 
I found nothing had fa fenfibly hurt 
Mrs. Herner^ as the Squire's affront- 
ing r her Charms. When ihe had 
heard our Hoftefi's Account^ flie faid^ 
that •• Indeed, by his-ftrange boifter- 
** oufnefi, fhe, at firft, fufpefted he 
^^ had drank a little too much but did 
•* not find out till afterwards, how 
*' totally . he was deprived of his 
•* Senfes y of. one Senfc at leaft, . for 
•• the Man was certainly blind. The 
•* Hurry and Buftle that enfued, (he , 
** fuppofed, had increafcd the Effcds 
*• of the Liquor ; for he feemed in 
^* full Poffeffion of his Judgment, at 
** firft, only his Paffions were a littler 
•' too much elevated, to bear with 
** proper Compofure the View of 
" Temptation.*' Thus attributing ta 
the Fumes of Intoxication, the honeft 
Impulfe of Nature, which made Dif- 
guft the Confcquence of a fulf View 
of her Perfon. 

Mrs. , Hemer hinted, that it was in- 
cumbent on him as a Gentleman w 

. . aik 
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sSsi Pdtxba. for the Outt&gj^ lie had 
committed. " So J taU kirii, Madftoa,'* 
replied the Landlady^. *^ and wbae think 
** you hetanfMwredi to riiis»? Wlky^ tru^ 
^^ l]rv takiog iioe loety &or(^ and fwoarf 
t« feg'Kke a Trooper, iw fiiid, '^ not he^ 
^* hb Aogld a& na Pardc»i^ nor maki 
^ no De^nce&i) he had, made the Gcn& 
•* tkwomart a very civil Pi;oSSer, (he 
^ ini^u not receive the Hke of ma- 
^ ny a Day ; and, he tkov^f^ if fhte 
•* beKeved higi ia earneflr, (he had 
^ move ReafoQ to conk) ^nd thank 
•* him, than he to afk her any Par- 
•* dons/' Oh! Madam, he is a fad 
ribaldry Gentleman, addsd the I^and* 
lady. 

I fatw Mrs. Hmier could hxin excufed 
the Warnnh of the gdo4 Wpmtn's 
Refentmcnt, which led her to fo faith- 
ful a Repetition of the Squire's Words, 
but, with fome Change of Colour, fhe, 
at laft, fagacioufly obferved, ^^ that eve-> 
** ry one had a Senfe only of the 
** CharW of their own Species. She 
** never heard ^f a Bat that preferred 
** the elegant Pheafant to its own 
** leather-winged Race, nor of a Hedge 
2 ^' Hog 



*^ Hog, that was not fonder of its 
«' own Ih^pelefs Kindi than of the bcau- 
«* tiful Peacock/* 

0» ConverfaJtion ended wkhi Bfitafcr 
ftflf, Jfnd' wi^ hft tfas Inn to proceed 
OB ow Jo«irney, that now drew to a 
Conclafion; which, as I had received 
a ftrange Notion of the Cae&fion m 
Inns, from what I had expcrtenced, 
widdkl not bavt beenf a diiagreeablb 
Ctfcnffiftance to m^ had I not flat- 
tered myfelf^ thiat item H, Ibnse Oppor* 
tumff of an Efcape raigbt avHie.. 
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CHAP, xxxir. 

3 

OU R Landlady ' had entertained 
gs with an Inveftive againft 
Drunkennefs, (though her Cbmplcxioa 
bore fonr>e Tokens of lefs Inveteracy 
againft that Vice) which employed my 
Thoughts for Part of the Pay. No- 
thing I had feen in this Country more 
aftoniOied me, than that, for fo trifling a 
Pleafure as Liquor could afford, any one 
fhould relinquifh Reafon^ that hefk Gift of 
the great Creator. It is iiiconfiftent with the 
Pride of Man, thus to deftroy the Source 
of all his Infolence and Prefumption. 
But the Terms in which this Vice was* 
reproached offended me. " The debaf- 
•* ing themfelves ta the Condition of 
•* Brutes,** was an Expreffion I thought ve- 
ry unjuft. Perhaps, many, even when not 
intoxicated, have no Right to be inroHed 
in fo honourable a Clafs 5 but when de- 
prived of all Senfe and Reafon, furely 
they ought not to be compared to that 
Generation, who adt conformably to the 
"Will of their Creator, and to their Rank 
amoiigft the animal Tribes. Some, in^ 

deed» 
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deed, by living amongft Mankind, lofe a 
little of their native Temperance, and 
acquire bad Qualities ; fuch is the Force 
of Example! void of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, they are qualified td 
walk in the Way ordained for them, 
but not to refift the Infection of the 
grand Corrupter, Man. « 

There is nothing fo mean, as^ People 
who are artificially infenfible*. Vegetation 
produces more ufeful Materials ; a Tree, 
for Infiance, properly manufadured, fup^ 
ports a Paflenger, fills up a Gap, or if, 
worn out by long Service it (hould be con- 
demnedv^ it blazes to warm us, fulfils its 
Part, and is a ufeful Member among 
created Beings, in comparifon of a 
Man addided to Drunkenncfs. But, 
perhaps, your Ladyfhip will think I 
put an Affront both on you and my- 
fclf, by exclaiming at fo undefcrving a 
Subject, unworthy of employing your 
Thoughts, and my Pea; therefore, I 
will leave it for my Journey, which, 
ended the Evening we left our tur- 
bulent Inn. , . 

We arrived at the Marchionefs^s 
Caftle, a little befofre*i it was dark, 
which a8Fordcd me an Opportunity of 

feeing 
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feeing ^ it, thpugj^ tk^pV3ev«i 4W' ti6t 
fifif^tTy:CQn,ducc. coiOijy.Satisfa^ipii. 

We firft: pagfed. a Mea^ ov^r. wJtich 
jWSs a. Bridge fo; impftirr^; bjTi Time 
Wi: paignp» tfe^tvit. jthi;efttiBned i usk with 
ii»:>fgiaJi!ChW!Pie of vififing theiErogs> 
y^o^iifihf^H4i f undkmcdthh. l coiJild iwat 
help thinking, tlHH^. they, faw us ag- 
i>rQac*» a|]kA taking- w foe tkfe Suc- 
i^effiw oC.tljeir.fiwnclrvKi^ hoarfe 
I)^i0A vi$9^ QQ^^mofe r^y to croal^ 
H. G(>di . f«W . Iftj^vi^^ ; ' • but! afwiv 
i^zriifi found: the JMoife was, ufuaJy ,aa^ 
Ofl^y theiiefillifi ofiNucqberSyftoai) which 
AP»ng'Fr«gs^ftwctlla»jyictt» a. general 
li^maa^ft3>, 

TherCiftl? was then tottering, with 
^gie, and mayi now^ perhaps^ by* die 
irrpfiftibk Arm of oW Time, be lo- 
¥e)Ie^ tot; thef Ground:; therefore, I 
ihfM ff^eak. of) the; Fahrick only iti 
Ui^.pftfti Tepfe> Tbe> Rooms were eic- 
trem^ l»gp^ waio&otted witti Oak, 
yt^liich W4ft turned almoffe ai black as 
Ebony;; and all the Light that en^ 
tered was from fmall Cafecnents^ with 
^f largBf: I^dportion.of ILoad and Iron 
tlmGla&i The Chimneys were a$ big as 

the 
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the Arch' of a large BHdgp^ The 
Beds were higher, than fome Rooms^ 
and ^H the FurnitOTC' large and clumfy, 
exce^ the Chairs, whofo Scats were 
fluffed with^ adAiraWe Art^ being hard- 
er riiana^Tennis* Ball, and^rifingin the 
Middle .in Imitation of aPyniitiidw 

The Hail was hung roimd with a 
tnnft MUcomeJy Reprefencaiion of the 
ft&rqois ofc Trenfth Anceftor^, except 
iff two- Slipsi wtvtch were' filUd wkft 
JBfolb of Bircbnfie«t$. of^ a* prodigious 
Ijengcb^ beatingi in the Figure of a 
Tree^ the Genealogy- of- tiie whole 
Rdce-: If) a^ po<^r Babo died in it^ 
fiirthi its Memory was flfHI preferred, 
under the dignifying Repreftotation of 
a little Twig ; but, a Mifcarrtage was 
honoured no farther than in being 
marked; as^ a K^ot in the Trtmk. I 
could not but admire this Care^ left 
Vattity* Ihwid dfe fdr. Vfeitt of » Fiod, 
wli*re few^Flattfererte could co^M \(4tl^ 
out feeling thei^ Confcfiences lb aflfefted 
by the Solemnity of the- Place, asmuft 
hafv« reduced then** tti- Ideate Truth. 
The Gardenf- Was nctj in* Extent, equal 
to thc^ Stec- of the- Hbufev bea what 

there 
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there was of it, was laid out iri nar^ 
row Gravel Walks, then ovcr^grown 
with Weeds, bordered with Box, and or- 
namented in/Quarters with Yew Swansi 
Laurel Bears, H6lly Dogs, and Box 
Chickens -, their Colours happily vari- 
egated by the dead Branches, which, 
juade up about three Quarters of the 
Animal ; to the great Eafe of the Gar- 
dener, who was, thereby, faved the 
Care of watching over this his Crea- 
tion, left their Shapes fhould be de- 
ftroyed by the irregular Growth of fome 
luxuriant Branches. The Wall of th(i 
Garden was almoft the Extent of our 
Profpedt. We were not in the Sea- 
fon for Flowers ; but had all the " Per- 
^ fumesof -^r^W^i" been difperfed about 
the Houfe, they could not have got 
the better of the Stench arifing from 
the Moat. 

You may imagine that our Situation 
was better fuited to the Dark, than 
to the Day •, but, in this, you are 
miftaken •, for th^ Horrors of the 
Night exceeded all the difmal Pro- 
fpedts the Sun could flicw us. With 
the Twilight our Concert began. The 

firft 
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firft Performance was a great Houft^ 
Dog, that would fuffer no Noife but 
his own, inceffantly howling or bark-* 
ing. Every Hearth was full of Crick- 
ets, who chirped the live long Night, 
but had .none of thofe lively Notes* 
which MUtm: celebrates as the Sound 
of Mirth. The old Towers of the 
Houfe were filled with Owls of every 
Sort, who, by their hoarfe Hooting, 
and their fhrill Shrieking, bore no 
inconfiderable Part in the Concert, of 
which the Froggery made the Bafe. 
Thejfe yocal Performers were accom- 
panied by all the Modulations of a 
bleak Winter's Wind, w^ich gathering 
in : various PalTages of that rambling 
Houfe, made a continual Whiftling, 
even in the mildeft Weather, roared 
in the Chimneys, and blew in at a 
choufand Crevices in the (battered 
Wainfcot. 

Difmal as this Scene muft appear, 
I found, that had I not retained very 
ftrong Affeftions for abfent Objefts, I 
could have been happy even there, if 
every Fajce had not worn an Air of 
^/V'retchednefs^ Excluding the fuffering 

Hours 
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Hoars of rReflcdkion, ^I.was.lthe only^ 
Serfon in the -Elace that did not ap* 
peari ID) fucfa va deep and fettled De* 
Ipond'ency, las rmaxierine iean that I 
ihould, at fotnelTime^ find all the Fa- 
xntly hanging: in their Xjarters ; as I 
had learnt, that, it ^was* oa^ancommon 
Thing in this xKingdoair for. People to 
fign thcin own PaiTports into the next 
World, A as (bon as they are tired o£ 
chis. 

A geneml Melancholy run through 
every Species ; there was a -Monkey 
who wasfotinfed:edby hi^ Situation^ that 
iie ; might : have walked chief Mourner 
at a Funeral ; a Parrot who, ceafing 
tobe articulate, uttered no Sound but 
that of a piteous Sigh. The Servants 
had flit a Magpy's Tongue, in order 
Co: make it as^ converGble as^ diemfeives, 
but had never been able to ceach it 
any other Words than heigh-ho ! The 
Kittens were diere, from the Hour of 
their Birth, more ferious than old Cats, 
who have, in other Kaces, been' the 
infeparatole Companions of antient Vir- 
gins. There was not a Lamb, Colt, or 
any other Creature, : however youthfol, 

that 
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d»r did tiW: %ilk ^v4th rm*e "^Solem- 
mty than hn AMhbkhop in^afiubli^k 
FtocefflOn. 
' Poof^Mtsr.V^Mer ^aS^tfJl fas rttiftraWe 
as *myfelf or aAy^-fef ilie IntebiMnts : 
Grief had fowkBBed feVWjr'Muftlc^'-rtf^t 
there were noiie but toiig'Faices iiy the 
Hoirfe. ' Mrs. HMterh fell awtty v^y faft, 
ismd, Idare^, h'ad^eifi^edaM6hth 
iongcr wmild Iftvi^-tHJmcJ up to tfte- ge- 
neral Staifidard. 'I C^nribt byr <*nftfs, 
I felt mtnc tengtl^rt confidtt^bly j» tho* 
l^as tteawd "«^ith= great iMfiiffy ^tfy my 
Ooater, ijaho kindly flrudlcd my- Eaft 
and Convertierfce, -as 'fer^sas the' Plate 
would -permit ; but -kiept^aS'llriaiy to 
herVow'of Sileiice, as if it had been 
the Road to Saltation- The greiteft 
Indulgence fhe could ^rant me, was, 
in gmng me Leav^ to frafuenr a Li- 
brary,^ ^Hh^rein I fcynd Tomcf good Hif- 
topicsr Here, *h^rt I could •banilhUve- 
fieSrion, '^andthe'R^gret' which was the 
fonieqUence of it ;* I tould, for fomc 
Hotirs, cAjoy the Pleafures of Society, 
and forgetting the lioinely Solitude to 
which I'was confined, could tranfport 
myfelf ' to Sce'ncs^ of Hurry and Tu- 
mult, 
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mult, and amuffe myfetf with a con'-? 
ftant Cogrfe of Novelty. But it was 
feldom I could bring myfelf into a pro- 
per Temper to tafte this Pleafure ; and 
the feldomefy a3 the Danipnefs of the 
Place^ joined with Vexation and Anxi* 
ety fopn aflfefted my Health. 

The Country around us was all 
Quagmires and Bogs, which rendered 
it impoflible to take any Exercife at 
that Seafon of the Year, except in 
the melancholy Garden ; and though I 
had no Objection to walking " With 
** the Beaft, Joint-Tenant of the Shade*** 
yet I could not extend my Love of Socie- 
ty to the Reptile likewife, and th« Garden 
was fo over-rqn with Frogs and Toads; 
that it was. impolUble to walk there, 
without haying Multicudcs of them for 
Companions. ^ This total Want of Ex- 
ercife, I fuppofe, had fome fmall Share 
in impairing my Conftitution, having 
been always ufed to a contrary Way of 
Life : I wa3 fo fenfible of fuflfering 
from it, th^t nothing but Experience 
could conyit^ce me, that there was no 
PoffibilHy i^f going beyond the Moat ; 
however, having been almoft fwallowed 

up 
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up in a Bog, and giving my Guard 
(for I was not permitted to ftir with- 
out one). a violent Cold, I had no great 
Inclination for any further Attempt ; 
and lefs flill was any one inclined to ac- 
company mc 

We had not been many Dayis in 
our Solitude, before we received a Vi- 
fit from Mr. Soulb^ a young Clergy, 
man in . th6 Neighbourhood ; a^ very, 
well bred,, fenfible, and worthy Man, 
of an exceeding good Family, and edu- 
cated fuitably. to It; but being the 
younger of many Brothers, he was glad 
to accept of a Living near this Place, 
though the Manners of the neighbour- 
ing Gentlemen were not agreeable to 
him. However, he converfed lefs with 
rbem:thkn with his BooTcs, and the Poor 
i^f the Parifh, jwrhom he much vi- 
fited in order to inftrud and guide 
their Minds, and learn and relieve their 
Neceffities J for he denied himfelf ma- 
ny of the Gratifications of . Life, in 
order ; to communicate to others, the 
Conveniences and Comforts which they 
could not aflbrd themfelves. He fa- 
crificed his Money to their Indigence, 

Vol.11. C and 
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and his Time to their Inftm£tion ; 
ading the Partt)f Scbooknaftcr to the 
Children, as v^ell as that of a tni-- 
ly - fpiritual Guide to tiieir Parents. 
From one of fuch a Dilpofitidn every 
Vifit muft be welcome ; and 1 could 
perceive, was not lefe lb to Mrs. Her- 
ner than mylclf -, for flie prcflKd hint 
to repeat them, which he did as df- 
ten as his Letfure would permit; for 
%o a Man who fo laborioufly petfocms 
his Duty, a large Part& is almoft a 
conftant Employ ; and, though we 
might foon perceive, and, I was after- 
wards more fully convinced, that his 
pleafanteft Occupauon was viiiting us* 
yet would he not fuSer it to break in 
upon his Duty. 

I have already obferved, that Mr. 
SoutV% Vifits were agreeable, and your 
Ladyfhip will not think this fo impro* 
bable, as to require any farther Af« 
furance of it ; but what will you fay» 
if I own, that the Love of Talking 
rendered other Company eligible, who 
had no other Recommendation than 
taking the Embargo off my Speech, and 
iuSering me to e}q)ort a few Thoughts, 

with 
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with which I was overftocked ? De- 
praved Appetites are apt to have ftrange 
Confequences ; the Love of talking^ 
to thofe with whom we cannot convetfe^ 
argues great Depravity of Mind, and 
Che Refult of it was, that I rejoiced 
at the Arrival of fome country Neigh- 
bours of whofe intended Vifit we had 
Notice before they came, and as they 
were Charafters new and ftrange to me, 
I will give you the Account of them, 
which I learnt from Mr. South after their 
Departure, as fome Excufe for my be- 
ing diverted with them, for Novelty is 
allowed a Right to entertam* 
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G H A P. XXXIII. 

iHE March idnefs of Trente was 

rendered a Perfon of great Gon- 

icqucnce to the Sportfmen in the 
'Neighbourhood, by the Pofleflion of 
a very . extenfive Manor. And to 
the Defire of courting her Favour we 
owed the Vifits we received from three; 
* by Name, Mr. Rumford^ Mr. Barkings 
-and Mr. Giles. The two firft were pre- 
ceded by their Wives, the latter by 
his Wife and Sifter ; for the Gentle- 
man -dkl not think a Vifit to two Wo- 
men a fufficient Recompence for giving 
up their ufual Amufcments, and there- 
fore, hunted all the Way between their 
Houfe and ours, which feparated them 
from their Families, who came early, 
to fliew their Defire of being good 
Neighbours. Mrs. Giles and her Sifter 
Mrs. Martha Giles, fat next me, and 
the former being of a communicative 
Temper, was grown fo very- intimate 
with me, that when the Gentlemen 
came in, (he was making me the Con- 
fidante of her political Sentiments, be- 
ginriin^g l^y an Enquiry after the new 
Pamphlets that had been lately pub- 

lilhed; 
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fidied ; ** for that, the Nation was now 
** in fuch imminent Danger of lofing 
" its Liberty, that fhe could not help 
" being very defirous to.perufe all the 
" Schemes propofed towards redrefling 
" the Grievances we laboured under-/* 
adding that, " an additional Inducement 
" was the Hope that fome of thcnt 
^* might convince her Sifter, into how 
*' many Errors (he was led by her At- 
'* tachment to a Monarchical Govern- 
" ment, which entirely blinded her to 
" all the Bleflings of a Republicfc. 
*' Mifs, would you believe/* continued 
this female Politician^ " that fhe: is fd 
** ftrangely prejudiced, as to deteft the 
•' Charaftcr of the great, the glorious 
** Oliver Cromwell^ and will not allow» 
** there is any tolerable Reafohing, .or 
V indeed, any Thing but impious Blaf- 
** phemies, in the admirable Books 
^ written to prove, that killing a Ty- 
^ rant is no Murder. She grieves with 
" all the Solemnity of Affliction every 
** thirtieth of January^ and isfas ioconfo- 
" laWe, as if the Pcrfon ftieimoft love?, 
" was;j.uft expired.' Thenj Mifs, (he 
" is proportionably elated on the fat^l 
** Day, wherein the glorious Thread of 
^"' ■ C 3 ** Cromwein 
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*• Cromwe^% Life was cut; and old and 
•* afthmatical as you fee her, fings and 
** dances like a diftraded Thing ; nor 
** has Complaifance enough to me, to 
•* conceal the leaft Part of her Jo/, 
" though Ihe knov^rs, my Soul is then 
** overwhelmed with Sorrow. Never 
^* believe me, Mifs, if her Room is 
^ not hung round with the Pidtures, in 
^ her Phrafe, of the blefled Martyrs, 
^* and yet really, in other Things, Sifter 
^ Gilts is a good Sort of a Woman ; 
" and, were it not for thefe Prejudices, 
^* which fhe has imbibed from the fer- 
** vile Notions of thofe that educated 
** her, 1 (hould have been very happy 
•* in her Friendftiip ; but ignorant of 
^> the Charms oi glorious Liberty, ihe 
^'ist as iitde able to bear my more ex* 
^ tcnfive View of Things^ as I am 
^ to endure herNarrownefe of Mind/* 

Mr* Gilesj it feems, knew his Sifter 
too well, to be in Doubt of the Subjeft 
on which tie faw her fo very loquacious, 
and crkd out, ^* What, you're, teizing 
V Mifs with your Rolidcks, I fuppofe ; 
•* What the Devil have Women to do 
<^ with the Nation! You want a Petti* 
^ coat Gbvernmcot^ I warrant? Was I 
^ !! King, 
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^* King) I would make an univer^ Sa^ 
^^ lick Law, that fliould not allow you the 
" Government of your own Lap-Dogs.** 

"^ Really Brother,** replied. Mrs. J\dar- 
tbdj " you but expofc yourfelf by de* 
** daring your Averfion to the moft in- 
** tcreftingof Subjeds. However mean* 
** ly you may think of my Sex, I muft 
" inform you that my Views ate no- 
^ bfcr th^n. your's, and if you are con* 
*^ tented te move in no higher a Sphere 
•• than the Dominion over your Stable 
•* or Dog-Kcnnd, I find my Genius 
•* leads me to refledt on the beft Man- 
^^ ners ^ ruling a States .1 cannot help 
*^ being lJ9;tioi^ tpi feic ^ow Things are 
•• oidered at |he Hldp)." 

" Hem ! ** c>iciaimcd the Squire," 
•* Steer yourr Family^ fee if you arc 
^^ Pilqt enough to guide that in its 
« pr^pe^ Courfe. Go to your DiftaflF, 
•* the proper fcmffk iSceptre. However 
** CrifliDg^yoi; may think the Command 
** of my pog*KenQel» I « would not 
." truft yoinwith the Govenjm^ent of it, 
^' thoMgh I had not fo valuable a Ktch 
f * as Mopfey,, wlip deferves the Care of 
V the grMteft Man ia the Na(ion.'V 
:' I : C4. With 
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With a Look of the moft fovereign 
Contempt, as difdaining to return an 
Anfwer, fh6 turned her Back to him, 
and whifpered me, " This is always 
** his Way, Mife ; would it not pro- 
" voke a Saint ? But this is the Conl 
** fequence of having an Underftand- 
*' ing more cultivated than the illi- 
** tefate Neighbourhood one has the 
** Misfortune to be born in. People 't6- 
" tally ignorant of the Policies of Ni- 
" tions. Their Pride will not allo\^ 
" one any Peace. He does not tredt 
" Sifter Giles with any more Ceremony*, 
" and, betwecfn you and I Mifs (bdt 
" one would not ' have thofe: Things 
" repeated) Ihe^ce refented thi& Be^ 
" haviour fo much, that they w^rego- 
** ing to part upon it, and {he and I 
** were to have lived together, remov* 
*' ing to fome Place where we might 
•* have converfed with Perfons of mof6 
** refined Undcrftandings. But whild 
** they were bartering about the Termi 
** of a feparate Maintenance,' ^ pfelf- 
" tical Difpute ' arofe between her 
*' and myfelf, which ' convinced me 
" fo fuUy of the Impoffibility of 
" ever bringing h*r to Reafon on that 

[[ Subjeft, 
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•♦ Subjcd, that I declared againft liv-' 
" ing. with her, and a Reconciliation 
" between them enfued/* 

I know not when my political Friend 
would have done talking had ihe not beerf 
interrupted by Mrs. Barkings who camcf 
up to me, and enquired after the reigning 
Diverfions in London ^ expfeffing greac 
Joy at feeing one, " who was come from' 
" among Chriftians, and compaffionating" 
** me, for having left them for a Land' 
" of Brutes." 

Mrs. Hemer before any Company' 
came, advifed me, on no Account, to 
mention my being brought thither by* 
Force ; but to pretend, that, a Defire^ 
of accompanying her, during her Sea/ 
there, was my Motive. Though I wasr 
fenfible my Tafte would not receive 
much Honour from this Concealment,* 
yet, as it was my Intereft not to 
offend her, and I perceived no Ad-' 
vantage likely to accrue from rcfufing' 
to comply, 1 told her, that, as far as 
Silence would give my Detention the 
Air of Choice, I had no Objeftion ? 
butfhe muft excufe my intimating a 
Fal(hood,.much more my telling a palpa-' 
hlc Untruth. I now fouQd flie took this 
C 5 Office. 
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Office oh hcrfelf ; for upon hearing Mrs.' 
Darking's Condolances, (he told her, ** I 
" vyas not worthy of her Pity, fince I had 
* been To kind as to give her myCom- 
*^ pany from the Defire of retiring from 
^ the Hurry of London.*' 

This gave Mr. Darking an Opportu- 
nity of Exultation, crying out, ** There's 
•' a wife young Woman now ? So much 
*' Wifdom in Youth, is marvellous. 
*' What a happy Man her Hufband 
" will be, if Marriage does not alter 
** her as much as it did my Fool. See 
*^ Bcityy how much a batterer Figure that 
** young Gentlewoman makes than thee 
** do with all thy Whims, thy Fi- 
^^ garies, and nonfendcal Fancies and 
•* Whinings.'^ 

Mr. Dorking anfwered with an indo- 
lent Air, ** that, the young Lady would 
*' be a better Judge of her own Tafte, 
•* when fhe had lived a little among 
" Brutes.'* With a contemptuous Smile 
and fignificant Glance, which very intelli* 
gibly told him, he wasfignified under the 
laft Word of her Speech. 

This Lady I afterwards learnt had. 

been bred in Town, where, for a Pu- 

' . " " ' nilhment 
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liQamcnt o£ bUSins^ Mr* Dorking was 
called by a ]^aw Suit^ in which I^ was 
engaged with a Gentietqaa who had 
hunted and killed a Hare in bis Manor* 

Whik he was in Land^nf he met with 
this Lady, who, deftitute of Fortune,, 
lived -with a Maiden Aunt, of a Tem- 
per by no Means eafy, and whofe folc 
Support was an Annuity. The Nece^ 
iity of finding fome more certain Pro* 
vifion, made her omit no Endeavours 
tp> pleafe ^ and fo general were her 
Viewf,. that her Sentiments changed 
wkh every unmarried Man's Ojnnion ^ 
whatever he feemcd ta like me im?- 
mediately became. 

This conformable Difpofition kd her 
to declare a Deteftatton of ..a Town* 
Life> whenever Mt,^Darkiitg was. in Com*- 
pany ; and (b fuccefsfully did (he ex- 
patiate on the fweet Innocence and 
tranquil Regularity^ enjoyed in' the Coun- 
try, that he was convinced her Con- 
fpnnity to ihe Gaieties of London^ was 
ai p^^inful NeceflTityy (rom which fhe 
fighed. to be delivered. He had been 
a good deal captivated by her Beauty^ 
from the firft Time be had feen her, 

and 
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and this amiaWe JDifpofition eorapIeat^cT 
her Conqueft- But iftill- warily deter* 
mined to be certain of the Happinefs 
which he was inclined to think muft be 
the Confequence of his pofleffing (uch 
a Wife, he examined into' her Know- 
ledge of Family Afiairs, and was charm- 
ed to hear her talk of the infpedling a 
Dairy, and the well ordering a Family^ 
as the greateft Pleafures in Life, and 
as Things in which fhe was well fkillcd,' 
All his Doubts being difpelled, he ven- 
tured to make his Propbfals ; and thro* 
meer CEconomy overlooked her Want 
of Fortune. He had been early taught 
that wholefome Precept, that " A Penny 
*^ faved, is a Penny got;'* and, learnedly 
arguing on that Principle, convinced 
himfelf, that fo good a Houfewife was 
the beft Treafure, fince no extraordinary 
Settlements were demanded in confide- 
ration of a Woman's Virtues-, and there- 
fore, his Eftate would not be tied up 
as if he married a great FoJtune ; and, 
from hence he drew a Conclufion in 
her Favour, that " Money faved, was 
•* Money, got." 

Mr, 
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Mr. Dorking was not made to wait 
long for the Lady's Confent, they ha4 
Proverbs on their Side,, as much in 
Recommendation of a fpeedy Marriage, 
as he had; there was no Text pn which 
the bid Aynt. was more eloquent than 
" That Dc^lays are dangerous j'* " Thofe 
" that will not when they may, &fr. ^c'^ 
** A Bird in the Hand is worth two in 
" the Bulh,*^ and fome others to that 
Purpofc 5 mortifying Experience hav- 
ing fo fully convinced her of the Jqftr 
nefs of ^ theni, that flie rivalled the re- 
nowned Sancbo Pancho in retailing of 
Proverbs. As foon as Mr. Barking was 
married, he condufted his Bride to the 
Country for which he had fighed ; where 
he found that Refledion is fo infal- 
lible a Source of Wifdpm, that he 
might have acquired fome from his 
favourite Amufements, which would, 
have taught him, that the Fowler ne- 
ver fpreads the NetS; after having caught 
the Birds. All the Snares fhe laid for. 
him, appearecj henceforward ufelefs :, 
Art was now difclaimed, Ihe freely. 
Ihewed her DiQike of every Thing Ihe. 
had declared herfclf fond of, laughed. 

at 
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at his friends, defpifed his Neighbotrrs, 
detefted Country Entcrr^inments ; nevet 
thought of CEconomy, but to fhtw fli^ 
fcorncd fuch Trifles and low Offices^ 
and grdw vapoured and peevifh. 

Mr. Dorking Vas not fo blinded by 
I^^ore, but that he greir outrageous a 
this Difappointnoent ; for, however blind 
Cupid may be reprefented, the hyme- 
neal Torch lights him fo well, ia to 
render hinj adnvirably quick-(ighted td 
the Faults of a wedded Mat^. Cupid^ 
as your Lady (hip linuft have perceived^ 
in many Inftances, before he becomes 
linked with Hymen, is generally as dif- 
ferent from what he is after that Union, 
as a Bee and a Serpent: In the firib 
State, his whole Applicatioh is^ to ga-« 
ther Sweets from every Thing •, there is 
not a Circumftance but he can make 
to produce fomerhing valuable ; bur, 
after thij melancholy Change, he as 
iiiduftriouflv coltefts Poifoti; and, in 
the ftiralleft Trifles can difcover bale- 
ful Qualities. If I was to undergo a Me- 
tamorphofis, it fliould be of a Bee into 
a Serpent, as an allegorical Defcriptioa 
of the Transformation of a Lover into 

a Huf. 
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a Hufband; a more difmal Change than 
that of the induftrious Jraebm into a 
Spideis the melancholy Philomela into 
a plaintiye Nightingale, or any other 
that Ovid celebrates. But to put an 
End to a Digreffion, which, no one, 
from her own Fate, has fo little Rea* 
fon to make as myfeif, I Ihall return to 
this ill-matched Pair. 

As Mrs Dorking was not bkfl^d with 
Delicacy of Voice or Manner, his Rage 
broke forth into Sounds fo harih, and 
Geftures fo alarming, as greatly terri- 
fied the gentle Lady, and made her de- 
termine to endeavour to comply with 
his Inclination. But, during the Trial, 
Ills Dairy was fpoilcd throjigh Negleft 
and Ignorance, nis Family and Vifitora 
half-ftarved ; for which, he received no 
other Apology, than " How fhould (he* 
•• guefs that the vulgar robuft Animals 
•* would devour whole Hecatombs,'* 
and all Reguferity banifhed from his 
Houfe ; the Order for Dinner being of- 
ten forgot till the Time it Ihould have 
been ready. — He tried to make her 
ufeful by the fame Means, as he had 
brought her to attempt to obey him, 
2 but 
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but finding it eafier to fright^ than ta 
alter her^ he gave her up as incorri-, 
gible I defiriog her to refign the Ma« 
nagement of his Houfe^ and keep with- 
in the Confines of her own Apartment. 

Not long after this, Mrs. Darking^ 
proved with Child, which reftored her 
to her Hulband's Favour, as it Ihewed 
her of fome Ufe. She perceived, by 
his Behaviour, how much he was in- 
tereftcd in the Fate of the unborn Babe^ 
and therefore, made it the Means of ac- 
quiring fome Indulgencics, which, other- 
wife would not have been granted to^ 
her. She daily encroached on the Li- 
berties thus obtained, till, at laft, (he 
ventured to exprefs a longing to lie-in. 
in London^ which, if difappointed, fhe 
feared, might prove fatal to the Child. 
Mr. Barking would have been truly 
alarmed, had he believed, it could 
be marked with the Reprefentation 
of any Part of a Town, he fo much 
hated ; but, never having heard of that 
EfFedl from any fuch longing, he re- 
fufed to comply, fwcaring, " no Child 
'*^ of his Ihould breathe that pernicious 
" Air i he had fuffcrcd enough by go- 

3 " '"g 
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«« ing thither to make him careful to 
*« be the laft of his Family who 
" fhouM ever run themfelves into any 
*' fuch Scrape.'* But finding his Lady 
fickened, from the Steadinefs with which 
he had adhered to this Refolution, he 
began to be under fome Apprchenfions 
for the Confequences ; fo to make her 
cafier, he promifcd to carry her there, 
as foori as Ihe was recovered from her 
Lyrng-in. This Aflurance kep up her 
Spirits fo well, that it enabled her to 
bring into the World a fine Boy, who 
was joyfully received by his Father i 
but the Journey to Undm ckpired at 
the Ghnd*3 Birch. It was; a Promife 
Mn Barking ncvf r meant to keep, nor 
could he be induced to .perform ie 
by her falling ill on the' Difappoint* 
ment} her Health was no longer:of Im- 

' portaoce; • : /- . * /. 
• She had feveral more Children, but 
found tbut her Preghancy .was not to 
meet with the fame Indulgencies after 
the valuable Heir apparent was born. 

• Mr. Barking had the Children brought 
up wild. Though'jthfe two youngeft 
were Daughters, yet lie would not per^ 

mit 
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mit a Maid Servant to come near them, 
except juft to put on their Cloaths ; 
the greateft Part of their Time was 
fpent ia the Stables^ and the Stable- 
Boys were th«ir Play-Fellows, 

The poor Wife, whb was in the con- 
trary Extreme, being the Exce£i of 
Delicacy-, and thought a Girl oilght not 
to ftt Eyes even on a Baby, that was 
not of the Feminme Gtndtr^ looked on 
Compliance in this Point as criminaU from 
which arofc a never ceafing Conteft be* 
tveen her and her Hufband, whereby 
|he Children were the innocent Suficc- 
f cs. Each ordered them to rebel aga'mft 
llie Commands of the other \ (he chaA 
«ifed them^ :if ' they obeyed their Fa- 
ther^ and he ^ai he called it) tramued 
thon^ if they complied with their Mo* 
ther ;: tiU» by the. double. Applijcation 
of that great Inftm^r, the Rod, they 
ibcin grew To exceedibg wife, ai tcide- 
ipife both thehr Parehts, learning firom 
each the ot^r's. Foibles and Em»s» 
much iboner duux their own Under* 
ftandings could have difcover^ them. 

hlk%. Rumford^ the onlv Lady that 
mm icmaioa iinmentioQed> waamuch 
: ;:* better 
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better fuited to her Situation. Nature 
feemed to have formed her for the Care 
of her Houfe and Dairy ; and had not 
Mr« Rumford declared her to be the 
Wife of his Bofoo), one might have 
taken her for his Cook or his Dairy* 
Maid ; though Poetry has been (o 
much the Friend of the latter Cteli^ 
that to have gueifed her. one Would 
have been no fmall Compliment. She 
was as much charmed with my fup- 
pofed Love of the Country as Mr. 
Parking^ and was very eloquent in 
Behalf of the Pleafures of DomeAick 
Rufioefif^ . My Re^rd for Truth would 
ftarcely fuffer me to receive the Pnufes 
fi^vcQ .me with fo little Reafoov and 
I believe^ I Ihould not have pemitced 
(them to ooQtinue in their Eifor» could 
I have previtiled on my fell to have eJft* 

r^fed any <m6 to fo npiKb Contempt, ak 
imagined Mrs. Hiner. muft ha^e ii»- 
Cttcred^ from bdng convi^^ of uHiflg 
• voluQfacy Lie^ 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

AVERY confiderable Part of the 
Company yet remains unmen- 
tioned, though perhaps were the Men to 
dircft, I might have given them the 
Precedency. Thefe were the Squires 
faithful Companions, their Dogs, who 
followed them into the Room, which 
chey entered with a Joud Cry of Hal" 
Joo, HalJooF that, at firfl", greatly alarmed 
me ; but feeiiYg no Emotion in the 
Cooiitcnaftcd of any other Perfon in 
Companjr, and finding Mrs. Martha did 
not fufpend her Cares for tlie Nation^ 
I was fenfible my Fears muft be ground- 
lefs. Mrs. Hemer knew too well the 
Regard due to thefe Dogs to expel them 
iier. pining Room ; the Conifequence of 
which was, its being ^ filled with 
jhehiy that there was no moving with*- 
out treading upon one^ filing ovet 
another, and making Confufion among 
them all, they fnarling and growling 
at every one who was fo unlucky as- 
to tread on them i while the Squires^. 

ta 
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eo increafe the Clamour, cried out, Ware 
HeSior^ ware Juno! according to the Names 
of the Do^ in Danger. 

Dinner at lafl: appeared ; at the Sight 
of a Sirloin of Beef, the Squire fet up 
what I found they called, the dead hal- 
lo, and cried ouf, ** to-un Boys, to-un ; 
•' the beft Beaft in Cbriftendom^ though 
** he. would give but a fcurvy Chafe ;'* 
and while the Ladies were ceremoniouf- 
ly adjufting the important Article of 
Place, fat themfelves at the Table, 
obferving, that, " the firft Cut of a 
*' Sirloin of Beef, was better than the 
"fined Compliments in the World." 
As foon as Dinner was ended, the Chafe 
was celebrated, the Stag once more nin 
down, all its Arts for Efcape remem- 
bered, the Vidory of the Dogs fung in 
Songs of Triumph, every Vidlor re^ 
'ceivihg his diftind Praifes and Careffes. 
When the Stag was killed in Story, as 
well as in fad, and all the Songs on 
the Subjed had been fung, with Voices 
that equalled the hoarfe Thunder ; one 
of the Gentlemen whifpered another, 
*'. let's roaft the Parfon," to which his 
•^ieighbour replied, fealing his Appro- 

batioa 
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hmon with an Oath, ^ I will b^in to 
*^ run the Rig on him/^ And, ac- 
cordingly, much Impertinence was ap- 
plied to Mr. Sputb^ by Way of Wit, 
which be received with gwat Infcnfi- 
bilky, only giving them two or three 
very cutting Anfwers in Return; but 
his Wit being too refined, and too 
juft to be comprehended by them, Mrs. 
Bmier^ who 1 began to perceive was 
more than commonly afft£);ed with Mr« 
j^A&'s Merit, thought it Time to re- 
tire, aiking him to drink Tea with us. 
He readily confented, and riling from 
Table with us, they cried out, " fine 
** Farfon! e&ith, always ftick by the 
♦' Women. Nay, thou haft a good 
♦* Tafte, (he's worth a Chace! " but 
*• take Care, thee docs not catch a Tar- 
** tar,** added Mr. Darldng : Every one 
underftood .me to be the Ferfon hinted 
tt in this Speech, which rendered me 
the more glad to leave thcfe ungen- 
tlemanlike Gentlemen. As foon as we 
were out of the Room, they fet up ano- 
ther Hallo, crying, " Clear, clear!** 
which informed us, that they were not 
lefs rejoiced at our Abfcnce, than we 

were, 
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were at having got rid of fuch irra- 
tional Society. 

Mr. South toM me, that we had 
judged very well in retiring fo foon, 
for the iiext Step towards driving us 
out of the Hoom would have been 
their entring into fuch Difcourfe as no 
Women of Mpidefty could without gre^t 
Impropriety fit to hear. This greatly 
aftonifhed me, I did not fufped; any 
Ferfon of fuch Brutality; I thought 
Politenefs was not requifite to teach 
People Decency ; common Senfe alone, 
I imagined) might fliew that it was bru- 
tal to fay, what any one ought not 
to hear. But. more ftill, have I been 
fince furprizedfc at finding this Vice, for 
I cannot give a Breach of fo amiable 
a Virtue as Modefty a gentler Name, 
was too common in Circles that call 
themfelves polite; but furely without 
Reafon, fince nothing can be fo con- 
trary to ]^p)itenefs, as an Offence againft 
Decency. Our Vifitors did not leave 
us, till the Gentlemen were fo far over- 
powered by the Potency of Mrs. Her^ 
JMr*3 goqd 06lober, that they were with 
Dif^ulty fet upon their Horfes; but 

thofe 



48 OPHELIA. 

thofe Animals, much fuperior to the 
Brutes that rode them, conveyed their 
unworthy Loads fafe Home. 

YoiirLady (hip, perhaps^ by this Time, 
may find it eafy to be tired of fuch 
Company, therefore,' will hot wonder 
•if I did not wifh them to repeat their 
Vifits bften, as, when they ceafed eo be 
new, they muft b^ome ihore dull than 
Solitude. 

After a Month fpent in this old Caftic, 
I began to grow impatient of Confine- 
ment, and almoft t6 defpair of mak- 
ing my Efcape ; biit my Uneafinefs was 
ftill greatly increafed, one Mqrning, by 
Mrs. Hemer^s (hewing nhe a Lettfer from 
the Marchionefs, in which, (he related 
to her, as fhe termed it, *' the happy 
*' Confequence of , removing me -out of 
" Lord I>e>rr/&c/?^'sSight."« She there 
Tnformed her, that " he l<Joked nv^lan- 
*' choly for a few Days after iriy De- 
parture ; but foon began, by De- 
** grees, to recover his Gaiety, and 
" with it, his Inclination towards her. 
** Convinced, by Experience, Jiow little he 
*^ liked Rdferve in a Womahhe lov^d, 
^* fhe had not endeavoured to conceal 

" the 
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•* the Sentiments of her Heart ; and 
•* they fo well agreed with his that, in a 
•* few Days, they were to be married, 
•* waiting only for the neceffary Prepa- 
** rations.'* She then proceeded to fay, 
** that flie was no longer under any Un- 
** eafinefs concerning me, a thoufand 
** Inftances having affured her that Lord 
** Dorcbefter was become totally indifFe- 
"r^^ti towards my future Fate, and had 
•* even exprcffcd himfelf glad that he 
« was delivered, he knew not how^ of 
" one who began togrowburdenfome to 
" him. But yet, as fhe pitied my Youth, 
*' and was fenfible how hard it muft be for 
** an unexperienced Girl to refift fuch a 
** Man as Lord Dorcbefter^ it grieved 
" her Heztt (£00 full of tbe Milk of hu- 
" man Kindnefs) to think I ftiould be left 
" quite deftitute of a Subfiflence \ ex- 
" pofed to the wide World and all its 
** Villainy, which might lead me into 
" Courfes that would prove the Deftruc- 
** tion of my precious Soid. She there- 
" fore could not forbear giving Way to 
" the Overflowings of her Humanity^ 
*' Generofity^ and Compajfton^ in offering 
** me the fame Income which Ihe had 
Vol. II. D " ten^ 
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*« tcndei'ed mc before I left London^ if I 

** would bind myfelf, by a lawful Con- 

** tradb, to reHnquifh it, if I came within 

«« /^crMiit^oHjondon^ or of his Lordfhip's 

'** Country Seat; for tho* fiie was no 

*** longer jeafous, ytt (he could not bear 

•' to fee Lord Dorcbefter's Happinefs ih- 

'<* tercupted, by the whining Complaints 

.*' oxReproaches of a Woman who would 

■** call herfelf ruined by him, tho* her 

•* bWn Frailty was moft in Fault." 

The Shock this Letter gave me was, 
at firft, inexpreflible, I could not fup- 
•port the very Sound of Lord BorcbeJier^% 
* Indifference. I knew not how to believe 
.he was weary of me; I thought no one 
could diffemble fo well, for he had ap- 
peared more fond of me, more delight- 
ed with me than ever, but juft before 
this cruel iSeparation. My Mind was in 
too great an Agitation to return Mrs. 
Jiemer any Anfwer. She feemed to pity 
me, for my Diftrefs was very vifible, 
' and would have bellowed upon me a 
' Lefture on Patience and Refignation, 
had (he been allowed the Liberty of 
Speech ; but after a very eloquent Be- 
oinning, (he was flopped (hort by re- 
' ^ colledling 
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€olle£Vmg the Mssirchiorefs-s Prohibition, 
and obferfed, "h^ Cortpaffion had led 
** her into Forgctfulnefe** ' 
' I was never ft) well pleafed with Lady 
^rente^^ Commands, as on this Occafion ; 
a Perfon who is deeply affli6kecl, can but 
111 bcSw the dijM infipid Nbnfenfe of an 
infehlible • Preacher ; ^hen the^ Heart 
fpeakS Toudlyi 'Who can Hftefi lof a Dif- 
courfe diftated by & cold* Imagination. 
I prevailed oft Mrs. Herner to give nn>c 
Lady '5t^/^*s* Letter ; and, after having 
renewed the fitft Ag6hles of my Grief 
by ^ fecond Perufal; a plentifiiV Flood oi 
Tesfs c^me to nfiy Relief, and fo ht 
quieted my Mind, that I tegan to diP- 
eover Reafons* to fufpeft the Truth of 
this Account. I was little difpoied to 
belicfve the Marchiotiefs . was fo very full 
of the Milk of human KindnefsBs (he pre- 
tended, ftor that one who had fo little 
Confideration for the Eafe of my Body^ 
and the Peace of my Mind in this World, 
•could have fo tender a Regard for my 
Spul/and my Happinefe in the next. 
The4L5efife of buying my Abfence from 
'Lord DonheJtei\ 'was a fufpicious Cir- 
•^cumftance ; and 1 thought this all might 
D2 be 
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beaFiftion formed on a Suppofidon that 
my Aim was to marry my Lord, and 
therefore I might the more readily com- 
ply with her Propofals, if I could be 
perfuaded all Poffibility of the Comple- 
tion of my Hopes were at an End. 
. This Scheme, like all others that are 
built on falfe Foundations, could not an« 
fwer the Intent. My Views were nar- 
rower, and more humble ; I thought not 
of Marriage ; to preferve his Friendfliip 
and-enjoy his Converfation, was the ut- 
moft Intent of my Aqibition ; and this 
I flattered myfelf 1 might do, (hould a- 
npther Woman become his Wife. But I 
muft, in Sincerity, confefe, that the No- 
tion of his marrying, was moft torment- 
ing to me. To be his Friend while no 
one had a ftronger Tie on his Affeftions, 
fatisfied my Wifhes •, but if he had a 
Wife 1 was fenfible I ought to refign, 
even the Dcfire of retaining the firft 
Place in his Heart. This was a Self- 
denial that required a ftronger Mind, 
or weaker AfFeftion than I pofleffed. 

The declining State of my Health 
would have rendered me little able to 

fup- 
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fupport the Anxiety of my Mind, had 
not the Hopes I conceived, that the 
whole was a Fiftion, proved a moft re- 
viving Cordial to my Spirits. This re- 
ftored me to Life, tho* not to Eafe ; 
but my Fears arid Doubts made me more 
grieved than ever at my Captivity ; and 
as n>y Impatience for the Means of es- 
caping from this Prifon was incrcafed*, 
it was mortifying to me to give- an Arv- 
fwcr to the Marchionefs's PropofaL% 
which would rather quicken than relax 
Mrs. Himer'% Watchfulnefs. This, I 
knew, muft betheConfequence of aKeftr- 
h\\ :but obliged to declare myfelf, whac 
^ouldl do? My Defive of Liberty ki* 
fpired me with Courage enough to dare 
any. Thing but a Violation of Truth; 
there I was ftill a Coward, for I could 
not think myfelf juftified in repelling 
Wickednefe by Wickednefe. The Fa^ 
fliood of others could not be a Sancflion 
for it in me. 

Mrs. HerneTj at laft, broke thro' her 

Vow of Silence, in order to ufe all the 

Arguments her Underftanding could 

fuggeft, and her Inclination ftrengthen, 

D3 to 
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to p^f fuade m^ to accept the Conditions 
offered m^^ / The Goaler,. in* this Cafe> 
led as melfechjoly a life: $S: the Prifpneri 
and (he longed, almoft as much to bedif^ 
xnifTed from her Charge, as- I did to be 
out of her Power. The poor Womaa 
•was half d^ad of the Y^pouv^^ arid,. I be- 
Jieve,. would not hwe^fucvived it, ha^ 
not Mr. 5<?tf/i&*sr Company affipjd^d her 
Relief; for wheAevcT; he, appeared ilje 
was as happy, as Envy of the partieulai: 
Attention he paid to me could fuffer her 
to be ; and tho' I would not, in general^ 
recQCxnEkcad Jea^loufy as wmfl^Qtidamt 
jDo: mental or bodily Hdaltb,. yot it c«t- 
tainJy wteuld be- of great Service ia'a^Sir 
^u^tion that Cl^nates the Bloody wliiip^c 
iome fuch animatii^ Fafilon to . continue 
iits Circulation. . - ... ; : 

; I could, not but cbhfbfs it; wai pityw 
►thac, "one who fpoke fo' wel), . ihould 
*' ever fpeak in vain •,*? but what .Syw- 
cefs could attend it, had fhebcen endow- 
ed' with the moft perfuafivc Eloquence ? 
An Orator places his Hopes in moving 
QurPaffions, and to make them of his 
JParty:i3liisfi>lB Aim.-, it is no Affront. 

there- 
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therefore, to her Rhetoric, that it (hould 
fail, when it was dire£led againfl the 
mod invincible Paflion* After the good 
Woman had talked herfelf hoarfe, I re- 
peated wh^t 1 had firft told her, *' Thar 
" no Offers could tempt me to fell Lord 
" Dorcbejier^s Friendfhip ; but if I was 
•• permitted to judge for myfelf, and 
** found him,in reality, as indifferent as the 
" Marchionefs reprefented him, I fhould 
*• fly far enough from one whofc Incon- 
•* flancy mufl render the Sight of him 
** painful, without putting her to any 
" Expence.** 

I tnought her Ladyfhip in a great 
Error, when fhe fuppofed Poverty might 
prove fo dangerous to the State of my 
Spu},; I. did not comprehend her Mean- 
ing*;* dndiAs far as [ had been able to 
obferve. Luxury led People into more 
Vices than Ncceffity. Experience had 
then fhewn me that, 

7be Devil grown wiftr than of Tore^ 
tempts Mm by making rich^ not poor. 

D 4 I was 
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I was under no Apprchenfion thaC*want 
of Virtue could be the Confequence of 
want of Money,- and, therefore, faw 
no fufficient Inducement to accept any, 
from one who had fo caielly injured 
me* 
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MR. South had omitted writing to u» 
for more Days than ufual, hav- 
ing, as we learned, been prevented by a 
Friend who had fpent a little Time wkfr 
him; but during this Increafe of my 
Anxiety, became one Morning to Brealo- 
fad \ his particular Enquiries after my 
Health, fhew^d me, that he perceivedi 
an Alteration in it. The Day being; 
fine we went together into the Garden, 
where we had not walked long, when he 
mtimated aDefire tofpeak with Mrs.fllfr- 
ner alone. His Countenance had fhewni 
Confufion, his Thoughts wandered, and 
his Converfation had been firained and 
unconnefted from the Time of his firfll 
coming in. I pitied him, from a Belief 
that he laboured under fome Uneafmefsy. 
and Pains of the Mind could not thea 
feil of exciting my Compaffibn. I was 
cow more convinced that he had fomQ 
Diftrefs to impart ; and having heard 
bim whifpcr his Requeft for a private 
Audience, I walked from them^ and 
D 5 shinkins 
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thinking myfclf at a fufficient DIftance, 
fat down at the Bottom of ^n old Yew 
Tree, which Time had rendered hollow, 
and frequently ferved me for a wel] fhcl- 
tcred Seat. - P -^ 

Bur, as the God of Laughter jKouSd 
have it, Mrs- Hemer brought her Gentle^ 
inan to a Bench full in my View. I ob- 
ferved her Eyes rather twinkling thaa 
fparkling, every Feature wore a Smile, 
and (he had pulled up her Head till fhc 
was as upright as a May-pole. ' ...i . 

After they were fcated, and (He had 
blulhed, drawn down her Handkerchief, 
ftroaked her RufSes, pinched her Apron*, 
and^layed over all' the pretty- A ks of 
Confufion, finding he did 'not break Si* 
lence, ihe, as I could perceive, with 
great Hefitation and Difficulty, enquired 
his Reafon for defiring this Inter- 
View ; "her Words, were breathed in a 
Voice too gentle for me to hear, but her 
Manner explained them. • • 

Mr. South did not fecm to fpeak with 
more Facility, nor in a Sound more au- 
dible, I could not divine his Meaning, 
buffaw him confounded, and in a Tre- 
mor j however, rhe firft -Effort paiT- 

cd. 
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cd, he grew njore cafy ; but in Propor- 
tion as his Countenance exprefTed greater 
Pleafure, her's fliewcd lefs. His Eyes 
petitioned ; but as his became more ten- 
der and humble, her's fhot forth fiercer 
Rays, her Cheeks glowed with a higher 
red, and lofing all that fweet Compla- 
cency of Feature with which fhe at firft 
liftened'to him, (he rofe from her Seat, 
and Anger giving Strength her Voice, 
I could very diftinftly hear her thus ad- 
drefs him : ** Is this the mighty Secret 
** for which you wanted a private A«- 
•* dience? You did well, indeed, tod«- 
** fire it private •, fuch an abjcft Thought. 
" fhould be known by as few as pofliblc. 
•' In Love in fo (hort a Time ! and with 
•* a Baby Face, a little white and red, 
** and perhaps fome pretty Features I A 
** Child, not able to know the Dutfes 
*• incumbent on a Wife,and tKfe Miftrefs 
^* of a Houfe ! To marry her y^oulddif- 
** grace your Family, contaminate your 
**■ Profeffion, diftionour your Cloth, and 
" bring certain Ruin on yourfcJU; Such 
" willful Blindnefs defer ves not a Guide, 
*^ but I will be one to youj, atidprcfcrvt 
** you. from the Perdition you court.**^ 
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Mr. South interrupted her at this Expref- 
fion of unwi(hed-for Regard \ I could 
not diftinguifh his Words, but he had 
the Air of a moft melancholy and humble 
Suppliant, which proved unavailing, for 
Mrs. Herner again broke forth. " Fye, 
*' fye, is it fecmly for one, whofe Example 
" and Preaching (hould teach the World 
" to mortify and deny themfelves, to 
** overcome their PaflTions ? Is it decent 
** for fuch an one, to chufe a Wife for 
•* little tranfitory Beauty ? What will a 
^ People fay when you are exhorting 
•** them to Abftinence ; but that, after 
" having provided every Gratification 
*' for yourfelf, after indeed abftaining 
*' from all that is lefs tempting, and 
" thinking it Virtue ; you triumph over 
>* them who prafticc lefsSelf-induIgence^ 
" tho*, perhaps, more lawfully ? Does 
** not your Profcflion teach youtofearch 
*' after more fublime Beauties > thofe of 
** the Mind ? Moral Charms alone 
*' (hould be regarded by a Minifter of 
** our facred Religion. Has not the 
•* wife Solomon told you, ^hat Favour is 
*' dtceitfuly and Beauty is vain, but the 
" fVcniM ihatfearetb the Lord^ Jhe fljall 

" be 
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" be praifed? Docs he not fay, Thai tbe 
*' Price of a virtuous Woman is above Ru- 
** biesi Such you might have found/* 
foftening her Voice, *' You might have 
" met with Women who have been . 
** tried in the World, like Gold in the 
** Fire, and paffed thro* it unfullied ; 
*' whofe Minds are formed by a Com- 
«' petence of Years, and their Hearts 
** purified by Knowledge and Care ; 
" who have been taught by Experience 
** to value true Merit ;V (calling Glances 
at him, which (he defigned Ihould be 
Janguilhing, but feemed more expref- 
five of Stupidity " one qualified to be 
** Friend, Companion, and Help-mate ; 
'* one who would nurfe you when fick, 
•* obey you when well, and live up to a 
♦* true Scnfe of her Duty ; and all this 
** with Rank and Family that would not 
" have debafcd you in the Eyes of the 
** World. This, I fay, you might have 
**. found." And here (he flopped, as if 
to fee whether a Defcription (be meant 
for her own Pifture^ would warm him 
to any kind Thoughts of the Original ; 
but he, with fome Indignation in his 
Countenance, anfwercd, \[ I think I 

** have 
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" have found it all in your Friend ; F 
** have too much Faith in Phyfiognomy 
•* to doubt it; her*s exprefles' every 
•* thing that is amiable in the mod le- 
*t gible and charming Charafters. I fee 
•*• what you arc,*' interrupted Mrs. flifr^^r,^ 
whh a Voice ftill louder, than before,. 
^* The Man gets the better of yourDi- 
** vine Soul ;' We may now no longer 
•' wonder, that the Sheep wander out of 
*' the right Path, fince the Shepherd 
" himfclf goes aftray •, and tho* obliged 
^ to purify human Nature^ is finking to 
** the Brute, and not only withdrawing 
" himfelf from his Obedience to Rcli* 
^ gion, but even to Reafon. While 
** you are thus a Slave to your Appetites^. 
." continued (he, you are below the 
" Beafts of the Fi<*ld, and as fuch, not 
*' fit Company for me ; but I fhall take 
** Care to lead Temptation out of your 
*« Way, fince you have not fufiiciency 
** of Virtue to refift it. You (hall no 
" more fee this painted B^by, this flefli- 
*' ly Idol, now the fole Objeft- of your 
•' Devotion." With this Menace (he 
left him ; nor did he endeavour to detain 
her, but fcemed all Amazement. 

Ifat 



I fat ftill, in Hopes of remaining un- 
obfervcd. I fufpc6ted myfelf to be 
meant under the flattering Appellation 
of painted Baby, that pernicious Evil 
fhe had been defcribing,. and had i\o 
Defire to revcrfe her Sentence, tho* I e- 
fieeined the Man. But pafling by 
the Place where t fat, he perceived nae,. 
and coming up^ with great ConfuOon i;i 
bis Manner, would have fat down by 
me. I had been detained, there too long^ 
from a Defire of being concealed, ancl 
was grown very cold, therefore chofe 
to walk. With great Difficulty he flianj- 
mered out, '* He had been entreating. 
** Mrs. Htrner to oficr him and his For- 
** tune to me. He feared I fhould ac- 
** cufe him of Prcfumption if he attempt* 
•* ed to make fo poor an OfFcrinjg with- 
•• out the Mediation of a Friend ; but 
" fhe had reduced him to it, for he 
•« had np Hope^ of her AfSflancel" He 
then gave me an exa£b Account of his 
Fortune and Income, faying every 
thing that was tender, generous , and de- 
licate on the Subjcft, with fuch Fear 
and Humility, that I was grieved at 
being obliged to humble him ftiil more, 

by 
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by a Refufal, which, however, I ttt^ 

deavoured to palliate as much as poflible. 

^* I acknowledged the Obligation his 

** good Opinion conferred on me ; af- 

•* furing him of my Effeem, hue that I 

" could not think of Marriage*; were not 

** this a literal Truth, he might be fure 

** I fhould not except to his Offer; for 

" my Situation was extremely unhappy, 

•* but I could not change it for the mar- 

•* ried State, tho' I was there a Prifoner, 

" mofl unjuftly feized by Force, and dc- 

** tained againft my Wilt with the ut- 

** mod Vigilance and Care.'* 

While I was uttering thefe laft Words^ 
Mrs, H^r»^r appeared, and with a De- 
gree of Rage, not natural to her Difpo- 
fition ; but Jealoufy can work Wonders, 
inquired, *• What I meant by remain- 
** ing in the Garden?" commanding 
me to go into the Houfe. I was fb 
ihocked with the Concern I had given 
Mr. Souths which fie fcemed rather to 
endeavour to conceal than to (hew, that 
I was glad to obey her; bur he catching 
hold of my Hand, entreated me to fi- 
ni(h what I was faying, and explain a 
Myftcry which filled him with Aftonifh- 

ment 
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ment. I eafily underftood that by riiis 
he meant the Imprifonment I had flighc- 
ly (ouched upon ^ but I could not make 
a farther Explanation before Mrs. Her^ 
nery nor did (he give me Time j for tell- 
ing him, that, ** It was unbecoming a 
*' Minifter of the Gofpel to give way to 
" his Paffions/* (he led me into the 
Houfe, out of which I was not lufFered 
to ftir that Day. 

Mrs. Herner had never beheld mc 
With fuch Looks of Anger as (he gave 
mc after this Affair *, (he was frequently 
in Tears, and made me partake of her 
Sorrow, by being the Vi6tim of her ill 
Humour. Her J ealoufy added fo much 
to the cruel Eflfefts of the Marchionefs*s 
Commands, that I was fo ft rift ly watch* 
cd (at a Time when I more than ever 
longed for Liberty in order to examine 
into the Truth of Lady Tremens Letter) 
that three Days paflTed before the Gardcr 
ner, who had been bribed into Mr.5^«/&'s 
Intereft, could give me the following 
Letter. 

** M adam, 
** nn H O* you deny me the Hope* 
^ X ^f Reward, you have not de- 

** prived 
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** prived me of all Pleafure, fince you 
" cannot be fo cruel as to refufe mc that 
of attempting to refcue you. Ta 
know that yoC^* are detained by Force^ 
is fufficient to ekeite my Endeavours 
^* to deliver you from. your Imprifon-? 
" ment; ana happy fhall I efteem my- 
felf, if in this I- can fucceed, tho* it 
be attended with the greateft Misfor- 
tune to myfelr, the never feeing you 
again. As fpon as you are in Safety^ 
I will implicitly obey your Com- 
f * mands, even tho* ' they (hould require 
** me to leave you for ever; more bleffcd 
** with the pleafing Ricolledtion of haV- 
•* in^ contributed to your Hippinels thaa 
•*. any thing but your Hand can make- 
^* lyiej in your refufing whith I have nop 
*V a Pretence to accufe you Of Crudty j 
•V it is but Juftice^ fihce I gin plead na 
** ether Recommendation to your Fa- 
vour than the neceflary Confequcnce 
of knowingyoQ, and the being with *th& 
!*• fihcer^ft Refpcft,. and warmeft Affec- 
** tion, and Admiration, your moft de- 
voted, 

^ obedient Servant, 

*^* H^NHY South.*** 
^ Thi*. 
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This Letter, at the fame Time, af- 
forded me Pleafure and Unealinefs. I 
had been obferying all the Servants, in 
, order to find out ampng them an £yc oJF 
Pity and Humanity for one diftreffed, as 
they muft perceive me to be, in Hopes 
of contriving my Efcape by their Affift- 
ance, could 1 prevail on them to give 
me fuch cflfential Proofs of fheir Com- 
panion, This Event fhewed me, that thp 
Gardener, who was the laft in my 
Thoughts, muft be the Foundation of 
my Schenie. I had little Reafon to fupr 
poiel?r. thought of me ; but the. Otec? 
Le had underfakea for Nir. South ^xo^tk 
l^{^^,y^odS^^ fonae Avenue^ to bis 
H^art^ an^ from what Itiadl^nedciy^ 
Converfation, I imagined Avarice to ^^ 
the Quality moft likeJy to ftand my 
Friend ; to this, therefore, I rcfolved to 
■have R^courfe, and fortunately was pro- 
vided with a Sum fu(Ecient to gratify 
fuch a ^prive, in one whofe Terms were 
not very high. 

But ftill I had many DifBculties to en- 
counter. I could not recompence him 
for the Lois of his Place, which muft 
pj^ye thc.QQnfequenoe of being knpwn 
ta 
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to have afliftcd me in my Efcape ; and 
yet where to go without a Guide, if I got 
clear from the Caftle, I knew not. Thcfc 
Confiderations diftreffed me. They might 
have been obviated by putting myfelf 
under Mfr. South* s Protedtion ; but how 
could I make a Man of his Worth fub- 
fervient to my Intereft, and difappoint 
him of the Reward which no Gcnerofity 
could prevent his hoping from fuch a 
Service, tho' it might not fufier him 
to prefs what he would think, in Grati- 
tude, his Due. I could not procure my pwn 
Gratification but by his Difappointment > 
and iriv'firft Refolution \yas to write him 
at) Anfwcr, which I will, as neariy as my 
IVlemory 'wiH permit^ repeat to your Laf- 
dyfliip. . 

" How ardently focver I may wiQi 
'•• for Liberty, 1 cannot confent to r^ 
•* ceive it from one to whom I can mafce 
** na Return. No Captivity can be fo 
'•* grievous to me as the Senfe of Obli- 
^* gations which it will never be in my 
** Power to repay. I muft in treat you 
*' not to deliver me from my Imprifon- 
" uient, to fetter me with Ingratitude 5 
** nor to add any farther Proofs of a Re- 

« gard 
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•* gard I fo little dcfcrve. Your gene- 
*' reus and kind Intentions can never be 
** effaced from my Memory ; nor fhall 
" I ever ceafe to wifti your Happinels 
" and Profperity may be equal to your 
" Merit, and the juftSenfe I have of it: 
" I can never give you a Right to ex- 
*' peft a Heart which it is not in my 
** Power . to give, and to which your 
•* Merits alone are too good a Title.*' 

When I delivered this Epiftle to the 
Gardener, he informed me that Mr. 
Souib had made fcveral unfucceftful At- 
tempts to fee me, and finding them vain, 
had applied to him to deliver me his 
X-etter, adding many other Things in or- 
der to move my CompafTion, by the Unca- 
fineTs under which he reprefented him, or 
to pleafe me by defcribing Symptoms 
of an AfFeftiori in Mr. Soutb^ which from 
my Readinef^ to enter into a Correfpon- 
dence, I fuppofe, he thought very agree- 
able to me. 

I liftenied patiently, for fear of offend- 
ing a Man from whom I hoped to re- 
ceive the Bleftihg of Liberty •, but did 
not dare to venture a Hint of my Defign 
at that Time, left it Ihould be delivered 

to 
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to'^r.^SMb witK niy iictteri and I be 
<)blig^d to hrtn, cpntrary to my Inclina- 
tion. ' 

I had the good Fortune to nnect with 
the Gkrdener alone the next Day : He 
ioldine he had given my Epiftle to Mr, 
Souib^' \«^hofeeimed fo'forry,poorGenrtle- 
ifhan, it grieved his Heart to fee 
him. Tiftie was too preciofas for me to 
fufFer him to fpend it in exprcfling his 
Companion ; I therefore offered the Bribe 
I intended, and promrfed Secr^ly ahd 
Prudence. 

' The Man feemed ^ftrong y th^hned 
with * the Sight of the Gold, which I 
expofed to his View, in. Order to ftreng- 
th'en the Temptation, and engaged to 
anf^/er my Hbpes, if it tOuld be con- 
trived without his'/being dilcovtfed ' as 
a Party in it, and affured the of lifing his 
utmoft Endeavour to effect it. We a- 
grecd on an Hour of meeting again, 
when he Ihould be able to impart his 
SucCefs •, I charged him to keep the Af- 
fair a Secret from Mr. South \ and we 
parted with a great Increafe of Conteht 
on both Sides, he enjoying, in Imagina- 
tion, the offered Gold, and I riiy Lioerty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

MRS. Herner's Vigilance would 
not fuffer me to hear the Garde- 
ner's Succefs at the Time appointed; but 
I was too induflirious in feeking an Op- 
portunity of fpeaking to be long pre- 
vented, and 1 had the inexpreffible Joy 
to learn that he had formed a prafticable 
Scheme. I liftened, with Eagernefs, to 
every Particular ; but when I found 
my firft Step was to be on a Ladder, I 
confefs I trembled. As the Doors were 
all mod fecurely locked every Night, he 
told me, " he faw no Hope of my ef- 
•• caping that Way, and the Rooms be- 
** ing very high, I was raifed To far from 
** the Ground, tho* I lay only oyv the firft 
'* Floor, that he had no Ladder that 
** would reach above half-way to my 
** Window, This induced him to affb- 
** ciate a young Carpenter in the Exe- 
** cution of his Schehie, whom he found 
** as fenfible of the Charms of Gpld as 
*' himfelf. They agreed to join two of 
*' their longeft Ladders ti^etjier, and 
*' thro* Favour of the Night place them 
** at my Window, from whence I was 
•* to'de&ehd into the Garden. The fame 
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*« Means were to be ufed to convey me 
*' and themfelves over the Garden Wall, 
" the Key of the Garden being deliver- 
** ed every Night to Mrs. Herner. Horfcs 
'• were to be ready in waiting, and the 
*' young Carpenter was to be my Con- 
•* duftor till 1 arrived at a Town whefe 
** I could procure an eafier Way of Tra- 
«* veiling^ 

The Gardener had in Charge, after 
having conveyed the I^adder over the 
Wail to carry them into the Carpenter's 
Shop, there to difunite them, to avoid 
Sufpicion, if a Search was made, and 
then returning over the Part of the Wall, 
which fome private Excurfions had taught 
him to climb, he could go into his own 
Bed-chamber, without any Impediment, 
as the Windows of it opened into the 
Garden, and it was on the Ground 
Floor. 

This Scheme, heaflured me, nothing 
could fruftrate but a Noife being made 
in the Execution of it, which muft alarm 
the Family. 

I thought they fhewed more Care of 

themfelves than of me ; to defcend from 

fo great a Height, down a pieced Ladder, 

' in a dark Night, appeared very terrible 

in 
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in my Eyes, and riding on Horfe-back, 
a Thing I had never attempted, and 
that too in Darknefs, was not lefs dread* 
ful •, but my Defire of Liberty was fo 
ftrong, that it overcame my Fears, 
and I punftually obferved all their 
Directions. The appointed Hour 
found me watching at my Window; 
my Guide was punftual , and with 
trembling Steps 1 left a Place I deteft- 
ed. But my Joy was greatly clouded 
with Fear, till, after riding the whole 
Night, at break of Day I arrived at a 
Town, where I was informed I might 
^et more fuitable Means of Conveyance, 
The Night had favoured my Proje<5t na 
other Way than wrapping all Nature in 
Darknefs, and all the Inhabitants of our 
Caftle in Sleep •, for the Rains beat, and 
the Winds blew ; and when I got to the 
Inn I was entirely wet thro* fny Cloths, 
my Body perilhing with Cold, and my 
Heart chilled with Fear. My Guide 
had lent me sl great Coat ; but the Rain 
had penetrated that long before we ar- 
rived at our Journey's End; and it be- 
came only an additional Fatigue to me, 
by the great Weight it acquired from 
the Rain it had imbibed. 
Voi^II, E K 
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In this Condition I would have pro- 
ceeded on my Journey,. thoV I was 
almoft dead, had not the Landlady in- 
fifted on my going to Bed, to receive 
fome Refrefhment from the two Things 
I wanted, Warmth and Reft. I was as 
little able to contend with her Advice, 
as to purfue my own Intention ; and 
thro* Weaknefs, more than Inclination, 
obeyed. Before I retired to my Room, 
1 would have difmiffed the young Car- 
penter ;• but he pofitively refufed to leave 
the Place till he had feen how I did 
after my Reft. This humane Attention 
furprized me, in one to whom I was a 
Stranger, as I had not met with the JHke 
from People who had more Reafon to 
regard me ; and I could not but feel my^ 
felf obliged to hrm for this Aftion, tho* 
I was afraid he might open his Heart 
with the Liquor the inn afforded, and 
betray the whole Affair. I did not fear 
it fhould be by that Means fruftrated, 
but I could not like to be the Subjedt of 
Difcourfe among fuch a. Set of People. 

Thefe Thoughts,' 'however, could not 
difturb the Reft I fo :much wanted ; and 
after a Slcpp of tbix^e Hours I awaked 

gr«tly 
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greatly refrcflied, and determined topro- 
fecute my Journey dlreftly. While the 
Chariot was getting ready, Breakfaft was 
brought me ; and with it came my Guide 
CO enquire after my Health, I thanked 
him for his good-natur'd Concern, and 
cxpreffed a Fear that I had inconveniently 
detained him from hiaBufinefs ; but he 
^afiwed me that wa$. of no CoaC^n^ce, 
adding, ** I durft not, for my Li^, my 
*' Lady, have left you, till I could give 
*« a M/^/r Account to Mr. South ; alacfc, 
^' I warrant he will be main glad to hear 
** you fet gut from the Houfe fo.pure 
*' hoddy:siVi^fprack% ive will h^v^e fretted 
*' bugeoujfy at the Night'§ being (o bad ; 
•' for he was fo timberjome about your 
*' being cold that he made me take his 
*' warmeft great Coat fox to put about 
** you,'' 

Sorprized.at this Addrefs> '* I §nquir- 
" ed what .he meant by-Mr. South \ I 
*« apprehended he knew nothing of my 
•* Flight ?*• 

•' Ah, Lard, do you think. .na,w,*! 

continued the Carpenter, ** ^ojur filly 

" Heads . could hay€ Jancted >th>$:;fine 

♦* Ploc qur awD feb/esi ? .No, jach M^fter 

E 2 " Gar- 
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*' Gardener knowing Mr. Parfon to be 
" your Sweec heart, went and told him 
^^ what you had faid to-un, and as how 
** you had ordered that he fhould not be 
•* tclled of it. Mr, Parfon bid-un not 
** fay nothing of having let-un into his 
•* Conferdence^ and having fent for me, 
*' and tried as whether I was willing to 
*' aft my Part j what do he do but write 
** us the Plot down, come to my Houfe 
^^ and fee that I had fattened the Lad- 
** dcrs tightly together, that they might 
*^ not throw you a Fall \ lent me his own 
^^ Horfe, becaufe it is as quiet and as 
** fure-footed as one of us Chriftians, and 
*• then gave me this Letter for yoa. 
** My Mind gives me, that this will tell 
*• you all 5 but I does love to tell News, 
^< fol was bent on tellmg you all my- 

I opened the Letter with a Mixture 
of Curiofity and Uneafinefs. It contain- 
ed but few Lines, which were to acquaint 
me, that, " To prove he deferved a 
*• better Opinion than I entertained of 
*^ him, when I imagined he would want 
•♦ a Reward for any Service he could ren- 
^* dcrme,^he had done every thing in 

« his 
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" his Power to favour my Efcape, and 
** would have guarded me in it, had 
" not my Charge of Sccrefy to the A- 
•* gent I had chofcn, as well as my Let^ 
" ter to him, plainly fhewn that his 
" Prefence and Afliftance would be high- 
•* Jy difagreeable to me. That, he 
** wiflied he could have contrived to 
** have fet me at Liberty with more Eafe 
^* to myfelf, but hoped Succcfs would 
** amply recompence me for every Dif- 
*• ficulty." He ended by the warmed 
Wilhes of Happinefs, adding, " that 
*' he would not aflc for leave to be a 
" Speftator of it, by begging Permif- 
*• fion to wait on me in London^ fear- 
'* ing that I was fo averfe to him, that 
•* he could not enjoy that Pleafure, 
** without its being painful to me ; 
«« and he would rather fufFer the moft 
« fcnfible Affli<aion all his Life, than 
** give me an Hour's Difquiet •, nor was 
*• he worthy to know the Occafion of my 
** being confined in that old Manfion ; 
•• and indeed he fhould be afraid to learn 
•• it, was not his Defpair already arriv- 
•* ed to the utmoft Exccfs.** 

E J I fhould 



78 OPHELIA. 

I fliould have thought myfelf inex* 
cufably ungrateful, had I not written a 
few Lines to return my Thanks for his 
generous Afllftance ; to which 1 added 
4n Affurance, that I (hould be always 
glad to fee him, whenever his AflFairs 
would permit his coming to London'^ but, 
thro* Inadvertency, forgot to give him 
a Diredion which might enable him to 
find me. With this Letter I difpatch- 
ed my Guide, and got into the Chariot, 
: Tho* my Situation was eafier than be- 
fore, yet my Mind was far from enjoy- 
ing Peace ; every Step that brought me 
nearer London^ increafed my Anxiety; I 
trembled to enquire what I wanted ta 
know, and the meer Poflibility of find- 
ing tlie Marchionefs*s Account true ', for 
I often flattered myfelf, that it could 
fcarcely be called a Probability, made 
me wretched. The only Source from 
which I hoped to receive any Confola- 
tion was returning to my kind Aunt and 
ker peaceful Cottage ; her wife Inftruc- 
tions, and tender Indulgence, I hoped, 
might, in Time, heal my Mind, and re- 
ftore me to fomething like Tranquility ; 
for real Peace, I believed, would never 

more 
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more enter my Heirt, fhould this fatal 
Change prove real. If Indifference were 
to incline Lord Dorchejier to avoid mr , 
yet.Juftlce, I thought, muft lead him 
to inform mc in what Part of the King- 
dom my Aunt inhabited, a Circumftance 
he had hitherto kept from my Know- 
ledge; Thefe were the Reflexions of 
my moft melancholy Hours, which grew 
ijiore frequent as I approached the Place 
where! had fo ardently longed to be. 
My Apprehenfions increafed fo faft, that 
fair Hope could fcarccly find Time to 
fmile on my black Imaginations. 

Between this Anxiety of Mind, and 
the Fatigue of my Journey, I was not 
half animated when t got into Town*, 
butas I could not forego my impatient De- 
fire to fee Lord Dorcbefier whilcaSpatk of 
Life remained, I ordered to be driven 
to his Houfe, and made the Coachman 
let mc out before the Servant (in lefs 
Hafte than I was) canrus: to the Door, and 
I was ready to enter, as foon as it was 
opened. 

I enquired for Lord Dorchejier^ with 
an eager Wildnefs, which' 1 faw fur- 
prized them; oiie anfwercd,*** he was 
E 4 *' not 
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" not at home/* while another jwent in- 
^* to the Parlour, and, I could hear, 
pronounced my Name. My Lord*s 
Voice foon informed me, that it was to 
him he /poke ; for he, rifing fudden- 
Jy from his Seat, as I could plainly di- 
ftinguifh, cried out, " Good God ! is it 
*' poflible I where is flie !** but with a 
lower Voice added ; " Why Ihould I 
•* aflc where (he is ? I can never fee her 
'• more. Keep her from me, and bid 
** her avoid the Man whom (he has fo 
•' cruelly injured, and fear the EfFefts 
•* of his Refentment." 

As foon as he fpoke, I exclaimed with 
the Eagernefs of Diftraftion, •* I hear, I 
•* hear his Voice 1 Why do you refufe 
•* to let me fee him ?** and endeavoured 
to force my Way into the Room where 
he was, but the Servants (topped me, 
and held me faft. This was not long 
neceflary ; for his Words more effeftual- 
Jy deprived me of the Power of Motion, 
and for fome time afforded me Relief, by 
reducing me to, almoft, a total Infenli- 
bility. 

When I recovered my fcattered 
Thoughts, I defired to have a Chair 

called I 
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called ; the Servants unwillingly obeyed 
me, bein^ moved with the Condition I 
was in ; they would have perfuaded me 
to wait a farther Recovery ; and when 
they found all they could fay was una- 
vailing, each intreated me to permit him 
to fee me fafe home 5 but I equally re- 
jeded them all, charging them not to 
offend, on my Accountf fo good a 
Mailer, who, it was plain, would be 
difpleafed with any Regard (hewn to 
one whom he was determined to aban* 
don. " They infifted, that they were 
•* fure he could not be angry at the Rc- 
" fpcft and Concern, which they muft 
•* be Brutes not to feel for me, whatfo- 
** ever he might think proper to do 
" himfelf.** But I would not fuffer 
any of them to attend me, tho% I con- 
fefs, I received fome Satisfaftion from 
feeing they retained a Regard for me, in- 
dependant of their Mafter's. Gratitude 
will give us Pleafure, whatever Heart 
pays us that valuable Tribute. 

E 5 C H A ?• 
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IDirefted my Chair to Lady Paleftine% 
from whom I hoped to learn the 
whole of the Affair between Lady Trmie 
and Lord Dorcbefter, which, from his 
Behaviour, I more than ever believed ; 
but Pride would not fuffer me to a(k any 
Queftions of his Servants, tho* in fuch 
iParticulars they are generally well qua- 
lified to give Information. 

At Lady Palejiine's I was told, fhe 
was not at Home. 1 knew fhe never went 
abroad at that Hour ; and, being well 
acquainted with the fafhionable Paradox 
of a Lady's being abroad when Ihe is at 
Home ; I replied, that I was fure fhe was 
denied^-^nd therefore defired the Servant 
would return and tell her my Name. 
He complied, but brought nie bade 
Word, that, " my Name could be no 
** Recommendation to me while my 
" Condudt was fo indifcreet.'* 

Rejefted a fecond Time I had not 
Courage to go to any other of my Ac- 
quaintance, cfpccially, as her Ladyfhip 
z was 
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was the only one with whom I was on 
an intimate Footing *, but ordered to be 
carried to fny own Houfe, where I hop- 
ed to be fcreen*d from fuch Indignities, 
and perhaps to get fome Light into this 
undeferved ill Trcatmenjt ; for fuch, I 
thought, I had a Right to call thpfe 
Affronts, fince Indifference could not 
excufe Bruulity ; nor did I fuppofe that 
my forced Abfence could be attributed 
to my DifboriQur. 1 was.infcnfible. to 
the fufpicious Air it bore,. and. thought 
it ihould have; lexcit/ed Pity, no.tReient- 
nient in the Hearts of. chofe that loved 
oie. 1 imagined ti\^y might be appre- 
henfive for my Safety, and pity my 
EaJtff, hut not b]art.e tny, Coi}j(Jiua:-..aipce 
L became better ^qQ^inted mtk. tiyfi. 
World, i bwe beeo frnfible .that they 
cx>uld'nGC. be .called uhjufltjn the ill Opi- 
nion they ha^ conceived qf m.e, ..tho^^ 
they proved in an hrcor i when People 
can judge, .only t^ AppeAr^jigc^^ a Mif-.. 
ttkc^may ofjwn he-^nfo/tupate, .without, 
bpiog blaoiQable, 

But as, at that Tinje, my Ignorance 
prevented my looking Qn. the Treatment 
Ircccived in this Lighr,. 1 was not free . 
:. ' . .V ,; ::: , ., froq) 
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from Refentment jefpecially againft Lady 
Paleftine\ (he had hurt my Pride ; my Lord 
had wounded me in my Affeftio^s, and 
Grief did not leave me Spirit enough to 
be angry with him. It^as not in the 
Power of any other Pcrfon to aflSift me, 
for, fVbere the greater Malady isfix^dj the 
lejfer is fcarce felt. My Mind was fo 
littk capable of any . Increafe of Un- 
eafinefs, that it received no Addition 
from finding myfelf excluded, even from 
my own Houfe. The Chairmen knock- 
ed a confiderable Time at the Door, till 
they were convinced Nobody was at 
Home, and afk'd me where Ichofe to be 
carried. 

This Queftion, indeed puzzled me, 
tho' it could not add to my Diftrefs. I 
was afraid of attempting to get Admit- 
tance into any other Place, left it fhould 
be refufed me, and being little able 
to think, was long fat down there,, 
before I could recolledfc a Houfe where I 
might hope to be received. At laft i 
thought of a Milliner whom I had ufed, 
and difcfted them there. 

This Woman very readily accommo- 
dated me with akoom, and woukl have 
favoured me with her Company, bad I 

not 
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not entreated her to leave me to myfclf ; 
for in fuch a State of Mind the Sight of 
any Perfon was irkfome ; it muft have 
laid me under fome Reftraint ; for my 
Pride would not fuflFer me to declare that 
I could be fo much affected by one 
who felt nothing forme but Indiflference ; 
and I was afraid of mentioning Lady P^- 
leftine's Behaviour, fince her Scorn might 
prove an Example to the Milliner ; for 
the Little love to ape the Great. It 
was not till the next Day that I became 
able to refdve or execute any thing. ( 
then determined to write to Lord Dor- 
€befter\ juftifying this Courfe from all 
Imputation of Meannefs, by perfuading 
myfelf, that to ihew I was blan^elefs 
was a Duty I owed to my Reputation. 
Inconftancy appeared to me the more 
criminal^ from my having no Idea of it. 
I fuppofed it a Crime almoft unparalel- 
led, and knew not that Cuftom was 
thought fo great an Alleviation of the 
Ofience, that it was treated by the Worl* - 
as one of the fmalleft Frailties to which 
human Nature is fubjeft. Your Lady- 
fliip will, therefore, not wonder if fome 
Refentment was aiixed with Grief. But 

I found 
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I found it cafiei to humble my Pride 
than to moiitify my AfFeftion. 

Had I perceived that Appearances 
were againft me, I fhould have tJxough£ 
tnykh obliged to make all the Submif* 
fions ^hich could have been required of 
fne, if I had been really in the wrongs 
for who can be fecured in fuch Cafes 
from miftaking the Truth ? But without 
this Excufe for my Condefccnfion I wrot^ 
to my Lord a fhort Account, of my loi- 
prifonment, adding, that, *^ Ihopediie 
^ would not partake of the Marcbio* 
•* nefs*s Averfion to me 5 and b? fliighs 
^* be aflured that I fhould not re/i^m 
•• even an unfriendly Wifh for,iibe^o-» 
^juries I had received from hciljjfou 
*^ whoever was his Wife I itiu^ Jpok on 
^ with Refpefl: ; and, if i^epleaf^d, with 
•'*^ AfFedion ; and, indeed, iffbemade 
*^ him happfi muft feel that Gs^tuda 
^ towardsher, which a Perfoo defftrves^ 
^ who cortfcrs upon us the gneat^ft JBlftift 
*fings-in Life; for in that jRihk t 
^ fhould always eftcem his Happififtft,. 
** however his Heart was cftrangtfd froq> 
^* me/* I then begged, " if he np Icso^ 
^ ger wifhed to Ice aie> Jic.wftttW :tsir 
^ ■ 1 « flrudt 
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** ftrad: me where to find my former So^ 
^* litude^ and not detain me b a Place 
** which was become much more lonely 
•• to me than my Cottage.** 

I forbore, as much as I was able, any 
ftrong Exprcflions of my Grief; if his Af- 
fefiion was gone, I did not wifh to move 
his Pity, and my Concern was too ten- 
der to fuffer me to make him any Ke** 
proaches. 

As foon as I had written my Letter, 
I fent it by one of the Chairmen who 
had brought me to the Milliner's. This 
Man, either moved with Compaffion for 
one he faw fo deeply afflidled, at an Age 
when Grief might reafonably have been 
thought far ofi^, or aduated by the iefs 
laudable Motive of hoping to find Ad- 
vantage from attending on a Perfon 
whofe Affairs appeared fo confufed and 
complicated, that a menial Afliftanc 
might be requifite, came early in the 
Morning to afk if 1 had any Commands* 
"Whatever was his Motive, theEflfed was. 
convenient, 1 wanted a Meflenger, and 
gladly employed him. His Sagacity 
convinced him that my Letter was of 
Importance to me, and^ without my fay<- 

,. , ' ing 
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iflgany thing to that Purpofe, aflured 
me he would return with the utmoft £k« 
pedition. 

I believe the Chairman kept his Worcf 5 
but to impatient £xpe£tation Time 
feems to move with leaden Pace. The 
Hour-Glafs empties flowly to thofe who 
watch every Sand that falls thro* it. This 
was the Cafe with me ; the fleeted of 
the Creation, had he been my Meflen- 
ger, would have appeared flow to my 
Lnpatience. From the Inftant the Chair- 
man left me, I ezpefted his Return, and 
would not believe my Watch, it mark- 
ed theProgrefsof Time fo tedioufly, in 
Comparifon of my fwift Imagination. 
After what I thought a longAbfence, 
the Man came back ; I had fcarce Cou- 
rage to aflc the Succefs of my Letter, 
and was damped by feeing none in his 
Hand ; but calling all my Fortitude to 
my Aid, I fluttered out fomething like 
an Enquiry, to which he replied. Lord 
Dorcbejier was at Home, and the Ser- 
vant carried in my Letter, but returned 
immediately with it in his Hand, faying, 
his Lord refufed to receive ir, and com- 
manded him> ^* never to bring any more 

« Mef- 
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** MeiTages or Letters from me, unlefs 
•• he wanted to incur his Difpleafure, 
•• and entirely deftroy al] Hopes of his 
•* Recovery of Health or Eafe." With 
this Anfwer the Chairman was returning, 
when the Sen^nt overtook him, defired 
the Letter, and that he would acquaint 
him where I was to be found ; bidding 
him, ** prefent his Duty to me, and af- 
*^ fure me. that he would make farther 
•• Trials to bring me an Anfwer ; and if 
•* he could not fucceed, I fhould receive. 
** my own Letter fafe, with an Account 
•• how he had proceeded/' 

Nothing could be more Ihdcking to 
me than to find my Lord would not even 
read my Juftification. Indifference alone 
could make him void of all Curiofity a* 
bout me ; therefore I had little Hope 
from his Servant's good-natur'd Inten- 
tion ; I knew if the Sight of his Hand 
had not difpelled any Pique I had con- 
ceived againft him, the ftrongeft Argu- 
ments from another muft have been un- 
availing ; I fhould have difcovered more 
Eloquence in the lead fignificant Letter 
.of the Alphabet written by him, thap jb 

aU 
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all the Words another Tongue could 
have uttered. Had I entertained the leaft 
Hope of fucceeding by his Servant's In" 
terccffiori , my Pride was too much 
humbled to have felt any Mortification 
at being reduced to make ufe of fuch an 
Intcrceffor, but I confefs I blulhedto 
think how low I was fallen. I now ftrong^ 
ly experienced this infallible Tfiuth, . 

jindjbe tnuft fuffer who wsUldr. lo^. 

And yet 1 continued blind to my own 

Paflion ; I fufpc<Sled myfelf of no terl-^ 

derer AfFeftiori than Frrendflaip^ of which 

I had & high an Ided that I rea&iy re* 

Gonciled every Fang I endured to my ex« 

alted Notion of \t If I compared cha 

Sentiments^ of my Heart with what was 

generally called Friendlhip in the World, 

it on^Iy ferved to make me defpife what 

others profeffed, not to fufpecft my own. 

A comntoD EfFeft of a Corpparifon be« 

tween ourfelves and others-, any DifFe^ 

rence that appears to our own Opinion, 

generally turns to our Advantage, and 

gives us Opportunity of beftowing fome 

Self Applaufe upon our own Perfedions. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 

I HAD been for fome Hours devoted 
to Defpair, when I beheld Lord D^r* 
cbefter before me* I was fo buried in 
Thought, that I had not heard the 
Door open, but the Sight of him put 
all my Reverie to Flight, He eagerly 
embraced me, and thanked Heaven, he 
once more had me in his Arms. Sud- 
den Joy overcame me, and deprived 
me of the Power of Speech. During 
my Silence, he *' begged Pardon for his 
** Infolence in refufing to fee me, but 
^^ that convinced I had voluntarily fled 
** from him, he thought it mean as 
** well as imprudent, to truft himfelf 
" with the Sight of one, from whom 
** he was endeavouring to wean bis Af» 
** fedionsi a painful Tibial which had 
" coft him many Pangs, and yet proved 
" totally unfuccefsful. The fame Mo^ 
•* tive/* he faid, ** induced him to re-* 
** fufe my Letter, which he confeffedi 
*' he repented the next Minute, ^nd 
^' ihould have called back my Meflen^ 
r * ger, 
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* ger, had he not been rcftraincd by 
' the Fear of expofing himfelf to his 
Servants, and being defpifed for his 
Meannefs. This Confideration pre- 
vented his afking any more Queftions 
concerning mc, the Day before, but 
he could no longer maintain the fame 
Command over himfelf, and on fome 
other Pretence, calling the Servant ^ 
who had brought him my Letter, 
he enquired what Mcffenger I had 
employed." 
This gave the good-natured Footman 
an Opportunity of defcribing the Con- 
dition into which I was thrown by his 
refufing to fee me, and all that pafTed 
on the Occafion. Seeing his Lord 
moved by the Account he gave him, 
he ventured to exprefs his Wonder at 
his Lordfhip's having rejefted my Let- 
ter, for " he was fure I could not be 
** in the wrong, fince it was plain to 
" perceive that I did not expeft fuch 
•' Treatment as I had received the Day 
•'before •, and had none of that Con- 
•' fufion in my Countenance, fo impoffi- 
" ble to be hid by one who fears the 
** Reproaches of a Pcrfon fhe has in- 

** jured. 
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<« jured." Lord D^r^ifr^^, without feem- 
ing offended at the Liberty he took, re- 
plied, that *^ if he had fuppofed Mifs 
•* Lmox could have juftified herfelf, he 
•* would, at leaft, have read her Let- 
" ter-, and, indeed, could not but ac- 
" cufe himfelf of great Infolcnce in 
•* having rcfufed to fee her, when (he 
•* had favoured him with a Vifit, or 
•* to receive what (he "had done him the 
** Honour to write, but that Anger had 
•* got the better of the Refped due 
•* to her." 

The Servant not perceiving that Pride 
might be his Lord's ftrongeft Motive 
for retaining fome Appearance of Re- 
gard for one whom he had taught eve- 
ry Perfon belonging to him to refpeft, 
was encouraged by the Manner in 
which he fpoke of me, and told him 
** the. Chairman had left my Letter, 
** therefore the Means of repairing 
^* what he thought an Offence, was (till 
** in his Power/* Obferving that he 
looked rather difconcerted than an- 
gry ; he brought it, and laying it 
on the Table before him, went out 
of the Room, while my Lord con- 
tinued 
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tinued • in an anxious Uncertainty 
what Courfe to take. He owned, 
that^ " had his Servant ftaid he could 
*' not h^v^ prevailed on himfelf imme- 
•* diately to have opened the Letter, 
^ fo ftrong was Pride and Refcntmcnt ; 
'* but when he found himfelf alone, 
*' every other Confideration vanilhed 
♦^ before his Hope, weak as it was, 
•* of feeing nae juftificd by my Qwnl>e- 
•' fence." But, continued he, ^' When 
*' I had read your Letter, the Afflic- 
•* tion expreffcd in it, untin£kured ci- 
" ther with Refontrnent for thejlncon- 
** ftancy of which you Mpedted mc, 
^^ or the Meannefs of one who cannot 
*' feel an Injury ; and the cruel Treat- 
** ment you had received on my Ac- 
" count, as I gathered from the Cir- 
** cumftances you related, gave mc 
.** the tendereft Concern,, at the fanrre 
•* Time that it relieved me from a State 
" of Mifery, to infpire me with the 
" moft lively Joy. I could not reftrain 
*' my Impatience, but inftantly repaired 
" to your Hou(e, with fuch Hafte aqd 
" Eagemefs in my Steps and Counte- 
*' nance, as attridtcd die Attention of 

" every 
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"*' every on^ that met me, I per- 
•* ceived it plainly, but could not com* 
^^ mand either, nor on fuch an Occafion, 
** beftow a Thought on the Opinion of 
*' the Multitude. But when I hoped to 
** receive the Reward of my Hade by the 
•* Sight of you, I learnt that you were not 
*^ there, nor ipould' your Servants give 
." me ^q?y fHtth^r Information, than that 
*' a Neighbour told them, a Chair had 
** ftopped a confiderabje Time, at your 
^^ Dopr the Day before, and finding no 
^^ one at-Honne., at laft, went away, I 
.^' reproved them "for their Negligence 
^^ in leaving the Honfe. ^mpty with 
** mor^ Warmth and Bitternefs, |han 
" I believe any of my Dependaius f ver 
** ' faw me ufe ; and now ha4 no Chance 
^^ of finding you, but in tbe.Pombility 
"of my Pe<^le*s having; learnt where 
"you were, Ip order to make this 
** Enquiiy, I returned Home with as 
*^ jPAu^h Speed as I had left it, and had 
^^ the Satisfa^ion of bearing where you 
," lod^ged. Add to this, my. Joy in 
.*' IHiding ' you, .my d^Q^OpbeUa^ the 
*^>Bf light of knowing , you think n^ 
^ Woil^y of Pardon. Relate to noe 
"* . ** every 
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*^ every Circumftance of what has be- 
*' fallen you. Compleat my Felicity 
*' by giving me Hopes you ftill retain 
*' an AfFedlion for me, or if you do 
•* not, forbear to tell it me : Deceive 
*• me into Happinefs, and Hypocrify 
** will for once be a Virtue/* Alas! I 
replied, " I never had lefs Occafion to 
•* aft the Hypocrite, if this is all you 
*• require. Though I have thought 
** your Treatment of me cruel, I could 
•* not refent it. My Heart was too 
** much your's to be angry ; it could 
*' only grieve. But furely, it was a 
** melancholy Recompcnce for all thfe 
** Pain I had fufFered by my Abfence 
" from you.** 

Lord Dorcbefter ufed all his Power 
to foothe me, and in Juftification of 
what he had done, informed me, that 
Lady Trenie wrote him a Letter the 
Day after my^ being carried oft, to in- 
form him, that, " (he had overheard 
•* Mifs Lencx concerting with a young 
•' Gentleman, the Night before, thfe 
** Means of running away with him \ 
** and coiifidering all the Precau- 
]** tions neceffary towards concealing 
2\ " him 
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«« him from his Lordftiip's Rcfentment; 
«• and her from his Search. That Ihe 
<^ did not hear of the Day that was 
** agreed upon, therefore thought Ihe 
?* could not too foon give this Informa- 
** tion as there feldom paffcd much 
** Time between the forming fuch 
•* Schemes and the Execution of them» 
** and knowing none of my Friends, 
** but his Lordftiip, fhe believed her- 
** felf obliged in mere Charity to ac- 
** quaint him with it, as it might give 
** him the Power of preventing the 
** young Lady's Ruin. 

This ingenious Epiftle found Lord 
Dorcbejier in the utmoft Anxiety, and 
the Agreement it bore to my Difap- 
pearing, perfuaded him of the Truth 
of it. A Prophetefs who could fulfil 
her own Prediftions, would be very in- 
judicious, if the Faft did not corre- 
fpond with her Words. He went di- 
redbly to her Houfe to enquire more 
particularly into the Affair, which fhe 
confirmed to him by many corroborat- 
ing Circumftances of her own Inven- 
tion ; and expreffed herfelf " vaftly 
•* concerned, that fhe did not appre- 
' Vol. IL F hend 
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«* hend how foon it was to be executed, 
•* fince it might poflibly have been pre- 
** vented, if fhe had acquainted him 
•* with it at the Inftant fhe overheard 
** us.'* Lord Dorcb^er wanted to dif- 
cover the Gentleman, but fhe would 
give no particular Defcription, telling 
him, " fhe could not fatisfy a Curiofity 
•• which might endanger a Life fhe fo 
*• highly valued, as fhe feared he in- 
*• tended to call the Perfon to Ac- 
•* count.** WJhen ever he preflfcd for 
this Information he could obtain no- 
thing but Exprellions of her Attach- 
ment to him (of which, though not a 
vain Man, he was not ignofant before) 
and Invedives againfl- my ill Conduftj 
telling him " it fhoutd make him indif- 
" ferent to my Fate, for no more could 
** be required of a Guardian than a Parent 
" would perform, who on fuch Provoca- 
** tion moft abandon their beft beloved 
*' Child, and leave her to receive the Pu- 
" niChment fhe fo juftly deferved.** 

Lady Trente procured many Interviews 
with Lord Borchejierj by pretended In- 
formations that might affift him in find- 
ing me out, the only Means fhe could 

difcover 
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difcover of bringing him to her Houfe^ 
and therefore her working Brain was 
continually employed in inventing them, 
and every Time Ihe faw him, Ihe omit- 
ted no Endeavours to attraft him ^ but 
mixed fo many bitter Accufations againft 
UK, with the Language her Love dic- 
tated, that fhe only increafed his Diflike 
to her. He thought the Love coulid 
not be delicate or generous, that took 
a Pfeafure in giving Pain to the Objcft 
of it, whatever Benefit fhe might hope 
would thereby accrue to herfelf. 

Having fufEciently informed each 
other of all that had pafTed during our 
Separation, we fpent the reft of the E- 
vening in rejoicing at its being, at lafl 
ended ; but my Lord declared, he fhould 
never more think me fafe out of his 
Sight, nor knew how he fhould venture 
to leave me for an Inftant. There ap- 
peared an Increafe of Tendernefs in him, 
which filenced all my Repinings at what 
I had fuffered. Some Difaders give a 
Reliffi to good Fortune, and little Rp- 
verfes quicken Aflfeftion. 



CH A P. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

ID I D not return to my own Houfe 
till the next Morning; the Hurry 
of my Spirits had a good Deal difor- 
dcred me j and as all Places are agree- 
able to the happy, I chofe to remain 
that Day at my Lodgings ; one great 
Reafon, I believe, might be an Unwil- 
lingnefs to lofe any of rny Lord's Com- 
pany, by the Interruption we (hould 
have received from removing my Ha- 
bitation. 

My Lord Dorchejter grew extremely 
uneafy when he perceived that my ill 
State of Health was more lading than 
my Anxiety. We had both flattered 
ourfelves that Happinefs would hare 
cured me -, but I believe my Conftitution 
had fufFered as much from the unwhole- 
fome Situation of the Marchioncfs*s 
Caftle, as from Vexation, and therefore 
Eafe of Mind was not fufficient to re- 
cover me. He made me confult a Phy- 
fician, who declared Tunbridge Waters 
xJie mod probable Remedy, but as it^ 

was 
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was yet too early in the Year to drink 
them, he gave me fome Medicines 
for prefent Relief, with but indiflfcrent 
Succefs. 

My Lord determined to carry me to 
Tunbridgej as foon as the Seafon would 
permit, and engaged Lady Palejline 
to be of the Party, which 1 then looked 
upon as an obliging Attention ; with- 
out any one to countenance and dire£fc 
me, I muft have been extremely at a 
Lois, in a Place fo new to me ; but 
I have fince perceived, his Motive 
was to prevent my becoming intimate 
with any Perfon, who not being fo well 
inftrufted, might have fruflrated his 
Views. 

. In the Interim, my Lord's principal 
Care was, finding me out a Variety of 
Amufements. 1 was carried to every 
Place where there was any Novelty that 
might divert me, but none made, foj 
great an Impreflion on me, as a.Col- 
leftion of Curiofities, and Bedlam^ both 
of which I was fhewru I propofed 
great Pleafure from the firft imagining, 
I fbould there fee every Thing that was 
uncommonly beautiful ;; and was great- 
F 3 1/ 
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Jjr difappointed to find, that on the 
contrary, the Colleftor fccmed to have 
been aftuatcd by a Pique at Nature. 
For if fhe happened to fwerve from her 
general Laws, to contradi6t all Order, 
Beauty and Ufe ; the mifliapen, un- 
formed Mafs became to him more va- 
luable than her f aired Produftions. He 
had fpent his Life in Search of Things, 
from which moft People would have run 
away, and had cherifhed what would 
have frighted others. I found he was 
the general Parent of Monfters, the 
grand Nurfe of Abortions, and equally 
the carefal Receiver of thofe whovrere 
bom dead, or died of old Age, declar- 
ing .War with the Earth, by defrauding 
it olF its due Tribute, the Bodies of the 
deceafed. The latter indeed, I was in- 
formed had not been performed by hts- 
own Art, he having robbed Egypt of 
Jialf its Pioiomies^ and! yet without a^ 
ftiorai View in Ihewing how poor a 
Load is the Body . of a King. One 
might fay with Anthotrfy 

Lie there thou Shadow of an Emperor \ 
^ ^be Ground thou covereft on thy Mother 
Earth, 

Is all thy Empin now. 

I was 
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I was carried next to Bedlam^ where 
I was furprized to find fo few Per- 
fons confined in a Place, which I was 
told had been appropriated to the Re- 
ception of fuch as were deprived of their 
Reafony for I myfelf had feen a fufficienc 
Nunaber to have filled it, whom I fhould 
have judged well qualified. 

It was ftrange.to me, that no Per- 
fon fliould be thought to deferve Con- 
finement, but he whofe hurtful Anions 
proceeded from miftaken Notions, While 
be, who is prompted by evil Intentions^ 
who afts in open Defiance of Religion 
VirttUy and Reafon^ and endeavours to 
iotta a Happinefs for himfelf in de^ 
ftroying that of Society, fhall be imitated 
by a few, approved by many, and tole- 
rated by all. He fhall be fuflfered to 
enjoy Liberty, who from a falfe Pride 
reduces himfelf and Family to Beg- 
gary 4nd 3hame ; he, who proditutes 
his Principles, and tramples Honefty 
under Foot, in order to gain Hoiiours^ 
fhall be received into Society, while the 
poor Wretch who innocently fancies 
himfelf a Kingi ihall be (hut in a dark 
IloQin.. Xtenied the Light of the Sun, 
F 4 which 
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which gnuriouQy Jbine^ on the jujt and 
tbi unfufi. 

I received great Confolation from fee- 
ing fb much Happihefs among a Sec, 
who, above all others, feemed to claim 
our Pity, and was glad to find, that 
the Lunaticks in Bedlam^ as well as 
thofc that live more at large, could fay 
that, there is a Pleafure in being mad^ 
wbicb ncne but Madmen know. And, I 
I am not fure, the former have not the 
larger Share of it. He who madly be- 
. Heves Felicity to confift in Things which 
when attained, would give him more 
P^in than Satisfaction, he who aims at 
Impoffibilities, and fearches for what 
cannot be difcovered, has juft Reafon 
enough to feel Difappointment, but not 
to conquer the Turn of Mind which 
led him into the vain Purfuit which 
occafioned it. 

On the contrary, in Bedlam^ the am- 
bitious Man is a King, and with fan- 
cied Majefty, ftruts as proudly in his 
wretched Rags, as if cloathed in Coro- 
nation Robes, and his Head is as ea* 
fy as if graced with a Diadem. The 
Mifcr, in his- dirty Cell, believes him- 

fel€ 
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fcJf poffeffed of Mines of Gold, and 
rejoices in his Store. The gay Man cn^ 
Joys imaginary Pleafure, and fancies 
Variety, while his Life paffes in a dull 
Samcnefs, Day after Day. The Poli- 
tician here beholds the Succcfs of eve- 
ry Scheme, he new moulds the State^ 
wages bloody Wars,, effefts the greatell 
Revolutions,, and becomes the Ruler of 
the World, without ftirring out of his 
little Cell. Here the Author's Imagi- 
nation reconciles the two Things he 
before found moft irreconcileable. Wit 
and Riches, and enraptured, enjoys a 
Confcioufnefs of fuperior Genius. The 
▼ain Woman in Spite of Age, or Small- 
PoXf perceives an Admirer in every 
one that beholds her ; and the finicai 
Beau fancies Finery in his Filth. Where 
every Thing is imaginary, the Pride, 
and Vanity of the Undertaker aflfures- 
him of Succefs, nothing but Reafpn; 
will convince an obftinate Man, tliat hia^ 
Genius can be conquered, and his wcU-^^ 
laid Scheme baffled. 

I was not long permitted to enjoy 
the Confolation I received,, from find- 
ing, that Mifery/was not always i\\^ 
^ F 5^ ^o\\\^\x: 
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Portion of the Mad ; for we were foort 
carried to another Part of the Hofpital, 
fet afide for thofe who were afflifted 
with imaginary Wretchednefs. This, 
indeed, was a dreadful Sight ; for tho* 
the Caufes were fantaftick, the Suffer- 
ings were real. There was fomething 
too Ihocking in this Scene, to teaipt 
me 'to make a Stay of many Minutes 
in it. We left it as foon as we could, 
but yet I thought the Lcffon it gave, 
inight not be ufelefs to a Mind capa- 
ble of Refleftion. Should it not teach 
Mankind to endeavour to bring their 
Paffions under the Direftions of Rea- 
fon ? To fix their inconftant Minds, and 
expel every f^ntafHck Whim, left they 
fliould gain Strength frofti Time and 
Encouragement, till they arrive at the 
dreadful Excefs of which Bedlam affords 
fo many Examples? If People once 
fuffer themfelves to deviate from Rea- 
fon's Path, who can pretend to fix any 
certain Bounds for their mifguided 
Steps ; and when the Confiftency of 
Aftion which Ihe ftiould conftitute, 
gives Place to every Whim of a capri- 
cious Mind, it is wonderful that they* 
A ihould 
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ihould wander on tiH they arrive at Di& 
trfttftion. The Plcafures, Honours, and 
Misfortunes, of thofe who are denomi- 
nated rational Beings, are generally 
imaginary ; they frequently rejoice at 
what is no Benefit^ and grieve for what 
is no Evil ; they eagerly purfue Triflc$^ 
which ai^e not worth a Thought, and 
ncgkft Matters of the higheft Import^ 
ancc : In flwrt, they will kbour Years^ 
to obtain Pleafures which lafl: but « 
Day, and, for a Moment's Gratification^ 
will give up the Happinefs which (hall 
continiae through all Eternity. 

I eatoot help thinking your La- 
dyfhip lulled inta a fweet Slumber^ 
by my liioralizing on this Scene \ but» 
indeed, yoii rouft czcufe me, for i( 
madefb deep an Impreflion on taf 
Mind^ that 1 can never recollcft it with-; 
out falling back into, the fame Train 
of Refledtions, which I then niade up- 
otl it^ and for which^ a: longer Eipe- 
ricnce of the World, has only ferved 
to give me a greater ^oopt. In GonH- 
deration of this Indulgence, I will pro* 
mife, if poffible, to aivoid all fuch Of- 
fence for the bu^sett^ asnd the better tQ 

cfFeia 
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cfFcift it, will carry your Ladyfliip to 
a new Place, pafling over iti Silence the 
Remainder of the Time I fpent in Lon- 
don ; for as it afforded little befide 
Matter fur Reflexion on Cuftoms to 
which I was a Stranger, I may be apt 
again to turn Moralizer. I muft de- 
pend on the Aftions of others for mak- 
ing my Narration more agreeable to 
you, than a long Series of my own 
Thoughts, which are nothing but a 
Compofition of witty Obfervations that, 
would make any good-natured Perfbn 
weep the Poverty of the Imagination, 
that gave Rife to them •, lively Remarks 
that would prove better Soporificks thaw 
all the Opium infTurkeyy Diflertationa 
inoral, religious^ and enfertainingy froni 
which, after much Yawning, you may 
learn, that it is right to do Right, 
and wrong to do Wrong, that Friend- 
fhip Is better than Enmity, and that it 
is wifer to pleafe than to offend. Thefe 
great Truths I fhall leave to be taught 
by Perfons, who love iporting on an old 
Sentiment in thread-bare Words ; avoid- 
ing as much as I can, the Produce of 
my own Brain -, in Jtiopes of affbrding^^ 
: ; you 
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you more Entertainment by collefting 
Exo ticks, than from any Plants that 
arife from fo bad a Soil as my Imagir 
Bation, which is not very fertile of anjr 
Thing but Weeds. 

I muft not, however, omit one Affair 
which was tranfa£ted before we left Lonr 
^bn. The Marchionefs of Trente was fo 
enraged at Mrs. Hemer^s having left me 
a Poffibility of efcaping, by which her 
Schemes were fruftrated,^ and ihe ex*- 
pofedy that ihe refufed to fee her at 
her Return to London^ where Mrs. Herner 
went, as foon as (he found I was irre«- 
coverably loft. A more lamentable Ef- 
feft of the Marchionefs's Difpleafure, 
then the withdrawing the Light of her 
.Countenance, was her refufing to main^ 
tain her any longer, in which. Denial^ 
ihe abufed her in the moft opprobrious 
Terms that Rage and Infolence could 
fuggeft. In^ this Diftrefs, Mrs. Herner ap? 
plied to many oi her Friends, but found 
that, few People's Compaffion extend- 
ed farther than Words and Condolances, 
as for more efFedual Confolation every 
one ihifted her off to another, as more 
able to afiift her s like G^'s Hare, ihe 

received 
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received nothing bac Advice to apfrff 
to othen ; The Shop's a( Handr and 
Wool is fvarm. I fuppofe (be thought 
I might harbour forne Refrntroenc t^ 
gainft her, in Confiderfftion of tt^ Fart 
toe had been employed to aft towards 
me ; at leaft, faw m> Reafon to expeft 
I ftould do for her, what thofe wte 
called themfelves her Friends, refiifed ; 
ib that I only heard by Chance, that (be 
and herNetce had cjuarrelled, but die 
Occafion of it Wa3 unknown^ Lord D^ 
€befter had advifed mt to conceal the 
Marchionefs's Behaviour towatxls me, and 
Mrs. Hemer had not declared it, fmiog^ 
to exafperate her ftill more. 

Though I was as littk difpofed to 
efteem Mrs. Hern^% DHpofitkiff, a» t^ 
be grateful for the Office fbe had undet^ 
taken, yet I could not be infeifibte C^ 
her Diftrefs. •• A brave Man (^niggling 
** with the Storms of Fate," is the nc^ 
bleft Work of God, ahd deferve^ our 
Admhation ; but a mean Man is ftill 
his Workmanfhip, and, when affli^ed; 
demands our Pity. I told my Lord, how 
much her Misfortunes affedted me, and 
the more as I was, thoi^h not blameably^ 

the 
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ftc Occafion of them. I found his Heart 
was not lefs penetrable than mine \ he 
compaflionated h^, and faid, *^ he could 
*^ not bear, that any one fhould'be made 
•* wretched, by an Event, which reftored 
^ his Happinefe. He anfwered me, that 

• I might be eafy on her Account, fot 
^ he would take Care fhe fhocrid hav^ 
^ the Means of being fo ; but thoi^ht 

• it right that, if pofTibte, they ibould 
^ be procured from Lady Trente^ ivho^ 

• at leaft, deferred that Punilhment.** 
Lord Dorcbefler accordingly went to 

^Marcbionefs, and told her, that, '* fhe 
•* muft know, he was well acquainted 
•• with her Treatment of me, and tbat^ 
*• (he might cxpcdt to have it made 
•• publick, and to become the Topick 
" of general Difcourfe, if fhe would not 
" agree to fettle an Independency on 
** Mrs, Hemer. Not that he was at all 
" obliged to that Lady's Intentions, who 
** had been a vigilant Goaler, but be- 
•* caufe he pitied the Woman." La- 
dy Trente was fhocked at feeing my 
Lord ; but this Propofal foon turned 
the Blufh of Shame into the higher 
Red of Anger. He found her invin- 
cible 
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jcible Spirit fcarcely to be fubdued by 
the Pride of Reputation. She would in^- 
deed, after a ftiort Refiftance, have con- 
iented to receive her Aunt ;^ but my 
JLord had undertaken the poor Woman's 
(Caufe,. and thought he fhould but half 
relieve her Diftrefs, if he expofed her 
to her Ne.ice's ill Ufage. He therefore in^ 
fifted on a Settlement of 200/. per Annum 
jfor her^ finding no Hopes of fuch aiv 
Allowance, voluntarily, as he thought 
herRelation to the Marchionefs^ and hep 
paft Merits deferved from her. At laft, 
£e fucceeded ; got the Settlement drawn, 
up, and delivered it into the Hands. of» 
the overjpy^d Mrs. Htrner. 



chap;. 
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CHAP. XL. 

LADY Pakftine delayed our going 
to Tunbridge^ for more than a Fort- 
night after Lord Dorchefter wilhed me 
there. He was defirous of my drink- 
ing the Waters as foon as the Weather 
would permit ; btit her Ladyfhip did 
not apprehend fhe fliould receive fuffi- 
cient Pleafure from watching my Re- 
covery, to reconcile her to the Place 
while it continued empty. She did not 
give this as her Reafon for deferring 
her Journey, but put it upon Bufinefs, 
which, in a Woman who had no Bu- 
fihefs but Pleafure, told it as plainly, 
though more civilly, than if fhe had 
faid it in exprefs Terms. By this De- 
lay, the Place was pretty full when we 
got thither. We arrived late at Night, 
but the Love of Company determined 
Lady Pnleftine to appear the next Morn- 
ing, and (he infilled on my doing the 
fame. I had been accuftomed to Even- 
ing Crowds, but to be introduced inta 
one fo early in the Day, was qui^ new 

ta 
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to me, and fo little agreeable to me at 
a Time when my Health made me ra- 
ther languid in a Morning, that I won- 
dered it Ihould ever be a Praftice 
among a Society of Invalids. 

The Mufick which played while the 
Company reauined upon the Walks 
pkafed me ; but I have laughed at my- 
ielf fince, for the Reafons I afiigned foi| 
it. I imagined, it was . intended as a 
Part of that Courfe which was to re- 
Qore the Sick to Health ; and tncdi^ 
cinaiiy defigned to promote ChearfuJ- 
nefs, to ren^ove the Gloomineis a^quire4 
m the Night, enliven the Languor of 
a fick Perfon's Morning, to divert 
their Thoughts from their InSrmttiesy 
and give a liura to their Spirits^ Not 
contented with this Reafon alone, as 
ibme of the Mufick fcemed too ]ou4 
for the trembling Fran>e of an Invalid^; 
I fufpefted it was aifo intended to drown 
the Complaints of the fick, as Drbms- 
and Trumpets are uKed in Battle, to 
prevent the Groans of all the wounded 
from being heard by the reft, who 
might be intin^idated by them* Ima-- 
ginatioa ofcea nvikes us attribute tQ, 
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Defign what k really the Eflfcft of 
Chance, 

yfnd karmd Conmintators view^ 

In Homer, more than Homer knew. ' 

But I am ftill of Opinion, that though 
this may not be a Keafon for the 
Mufick's playing, it is a good Con- 
feq^ence arifing from it ; for I ob^ 
ferved, that if it ceafed for a Mo- 
ment, I heard a hundred Voices^ 
too weak indeed, to contend with the 
flmJ! Violin, or the hoarfe Vk>Ionceno> 
uttering promifcuoufly the Words Jaun-* 
dice, Paify, Gout, Rheumatifm, with 
the Names of almoft every other Dif^ 
eafe incident to human Nature ; with 
ft) minute a Detail of the Symptoms 
of «acfh, as increafed the Evil in the 
Sufferer^s' Ima^nation, and lowered the 
Spirits of the Hearer ; and all in fuch 
a Confufion of Tongues, that it was 
impofiible to appropriate to each their 
relpeftlve Complaints, but ferved to 
convihce me, that all Diftempers were 
diere aflfembled^ This filled my MimI 
with a Kind of Hortor, and I was al^ 

moft 
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Hioft ready to believe I made one in 
Holbeitf% Dance of Death. 

I was for fome time amufed with the 
Variety of Charadters this Place afford- 
ed, and with the Vanity and Envy fo 
apparent in many, which I make no 
Doubt often delays the Benefit that 
would otherwife be received from the 
Waters. A pretty Woman afflidted with 
the Jaundice, whofe Spirits have been 
fufficiently depreffed with the Cloud of 
yellow fpread over her Charms, has 
been feen to grow vifibly of a deeper 
Dye by the Perfecution of a Rival Beau*- 
ty, who, to complete the Triumph of 
Health and Bloom, would always fit 
next her. It was common to fee a 
young Lady with bright Eyes, and re- 
fplendent Complexion, place herfelf clofe 
by a pale and languid Spedre,. and 
with Pleafure confidering the Contraft; 
pr a giggling Girl, crowding a deje&ed 
Invalid, who might have fat for the 
Image of Patience on a Monument. 
, The Variety of Behaviour is this 
various Company^ was not lefs enter- 
taining. I was often diverted with ob^ 
ferving a Meeting between a. delicate 

Towa* 
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Town Lady, and a robuft Northern 
Lafs5 the Contempt in each of their 
Countenances, fufficiently proved the 
Self-Satisfa£tion of both. The eafy 
Aflurance of a Perfon much accuftomed 
to Company, and the timerous Slinefs 
of a Country Girl, who never before 
was five Miles diftant from the Family 
Manfion, makes no bad Scene, the one 
advancing with intended Affability, 
while the other, with innocent Fear, re- 
tires from the forward Thing, whom 
Ihe fufpefts of fome bad Defign. 

When I had fo often obferved thefe 
Movements of the Mind, that they 
grew old to me, they ceafed to enter- 
tain, and I became very much tired 
of the Rooms, except on Ball-Nights. 
I loved Dancing ; and Lord Dorcbefter^ 
or Lord Larborougb (who followed us 
down to Tunbridge) were my Partners. 
I found more than ever the Inconve- 
•niencc of being the Subjeft of Obfer- 
vation ; I could neither fit nor walk 
in Peace. Every Motion was conftrain- 
cd by perceivifig myfelf continually 
flared at. In a Morning, indeed, 1 was 
lefs obferved 5 lick People have not 

then 
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then Spirits enough to be impertinent : 
My Lord faidi owed it to the ralenefs of 
my Complexion, for Sickneis had robbed 
me of my natural Colour ^ though the 
Heat of the Room in an Eveningy would, 
in a Degree reftore it. Lady Pde/iine 
-ufed tQ be out of Patience with the 
Uneafinefs ihe faw me under at being 
/looked at s and would tell me (he nerer 
envied me fo much ; I have been ready 
to reply that, *^ perhaps fhe thought 
^^ a very exaft Exaniination could dif- 
^* cover only Beauties in her^ whereas 
•* I was fearful that fuch ftrift Obfcrva- 
^' tion mud rather enable them to per- 
^ ceive Defe&s in me^ which, in a 
** tranfier^t View, might be overlooked" 
I wifhed myfelf lefs at Lcifure to re- 
.mark the AAions of others, the imperti- 
nent Effedt of Idleneis; and growing ex- 
treamly tired of fitting by a Card Ta- 
ble without having the leaift Knowledge 
of the Game there played at (which 
however fo fixed Lord Darcbefter's and 
Lady Paiejiini'% Thoughts on their 
Cards, that 1 had no Converlation with 
ihem) I was tempted to try my For- 
tune 
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tuM at S Game at Chance, then much 
in f*alhion. ' As no Skill was required, 
1 thought I might fucceed as well as 
others ; Fortune has been laid to fa- 
vour Fools, and at Play, I was an abfo- 
lute Ideot ; therefore, had fome ReafoA 
to hope, flic would prove propitious. 

I went H6me the firft Night, Win- 
ner of two or three Guineas, and was 
very well entertained. Play, by keeping 
up an eager Attention, amufed me 
much, and foon awakened in me the 
Spirit of a Gamefter. I regularly at- 
tended the Table every Night, but 
conftantly with bad Succcfs. This did 
not difcourage me; but on the con- 
trary, convinced my Luck was changed, 
I continued till I had not a Shilling 
left ; fully expefting that every Stake 
would bring me back a Part of what I 
'had loft. I was now in a difagreeable Si- 
. tuation ; I reproached myfclf for my Fol- 
ly, and not being able to /upply the 
Expences of going abroad, was obliged 
to fpend my Evenings at Home. This 
was not very eafy, for Lady PaJeJiine 
loved no Place that was not crowded, 

and 
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and my Lord was. engaged in a Party, 
which, he kjicw not how to leave ; I 
was obliged therefore, to praftice a con- 
ftant Refiftance to the preffing Inftances 
they continually made me, to accom- 
pany them. It was with Regret, I did 
what feemed fo very obftinate and dis- 
obliging, as to perfift in faying, I did 
not chufe to go, when they fo earneftly 
intreated it ; but I was too much adiamr 
ed of my Folly, to own my Reafon ; 
befides, that it would have been makr 
ing my Lord pay for it inftead of my 
felf. To be fo long deprived of his 
Prefence, was very painful to me ; if 
I had gone to the Rooms, there were 
Times when he was not fixed to a 
Card Table, and I then ufed to enjoy 
his Converfation ; but now I did not 
fee him for three long Hours together. 
He too regretted the fame -, and, at laft, 
began to account for my Obftinacy from 
his own Imagination. 

One Day he was extremely melancholy, 
though he feemed as fond of me as ever, 
if not more tender ; but it was accom- 
panied by fuch an Air of Dejedion, that 

I for- 
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I foi^t the Emptinefs of my Purfe» and 
thought of nothing but him. 

Having a Dread of liis jealous Tem« 
per» I confidered whether this Change 
could be attributed to it. I recalled to 
JMind, every Circumftance of my Be- 
haviour ; whereby I diflipated all Fears 
of that Sort. I had been fo very cau- 
tious of giving him Offence, that I had 
avoided the Acquaintance of all Men, 
and . had not even given a civil An- 
fwer to thofe who fpoke to me ; 
or thanked them for fuch Civilities as 
People have an Opportunity of paying 
at a publick Place. To do this had 
been a great Force on my Difpofi- 
tion, which is naturally free and gay; 
but I had fuffered too much not to 
conquer it. 

Unable to guefs at the Reafon of 
the Depreflion of my Lord's Spirits, I 
begged him to tell it me, and with 
fom^'Reluaance, he faid, ** It is cruel 
.^* my dear Ophelia tp perfccutc you 
*' any more ; I am fenfible if I am un- 
** happy, it is not with ypur Intention ; 
** your Behaviour fhews mc> that you 
] YoL.U. G !* art 
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•** are unwilling to make me fd ; though 
** it afflifts, yet it obliges mc •, and by 
*• raifing my Eftecm, increafes my Af- 
** feftion, while it proves the Abate- 
»*.ment of yotjr's. Do not imagine, I 
*' mean to rej>roach you ; you are not 
** unjuft, though I am unhappy v our 
** Inclinations are not in bur Power ; 
•• if yours were, I am perfuaded I 
A* (hould retatin the fame Portion I once 
^* enjoyed. You look furpf ized, but par- 
-»* don me, my deareft Angela if I impute 
^* your Refolution of not going abroad, 
>' to a Dcfire of conquering fomc Im- 
*^ prefllons made on your Heart, which 
** m publick ypu fear would be in- 
'^ creafed. I can afTign no other Rea^ 
** fon for your refitting oup Importu- 
*^ nicies, and thus turning us loofe in a 
" Place of Gaiety and DifTipation ; nor 
^< for the Confufion and Ditturbance 
*« which is Vifible in you, when wfc 
«' endeavoured to get you with lisj and 
** the Thoiightftjlnrfs in which I often 
** perceive you. I admire the Efforts 
*' you ufc to conquer this new born 
♦* Inclinatbn 5 it is worthy the^Good- 

. -^ ^* iicfs 
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** nefs of your Heart, which would 

" make you grieve to render anyone 

^' fo unhappy as you know I (hall be 

*' made by the Lofs of your Affcftioos. 

*^ I have nothing to complain of but 

** my own Defeds, which prevent 

*• my keeping a Hdiart that fo gene- 

*^ roufly endeavours to remain mine. I 

** almoft pity you for pofleffiing Vir- 

. ** tues, which increafe a Love your 

. " Humanity would wifh to diminifh ; 

** you are far above the low Pride of 

^ defiring to preferve an Affeftion you 

** cannot return. My kind, my good 

** OpbeHa, tell me, with your natural 

" Sincerity, if I may hope, that, by 

. *^ thus avoiding my powerful Rival, I 

: *' begin to recover the Heart I was 

* " in Danger of lofing.'* All this he 
uttered with fo much Melancholy and 
Tendernefs, that I could have flied 

. Tears for his imaginary Misfortune. 
: My Aftonifhment at this unaccountable 

• Whim; was beyond Expreffion. I cried 
. out; ** What will not a jealous Fancy 

" fuggeft! How fertile is its Inven- 

" tion ! Oh! my Lord, how ingenious 

G 2 " arc 
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•* are you to torment yourfelf ! Who 
** would imagine, that all your Suppo- 
•* fitions have no other Foundation than 
** my flaying a few Days at Home! Con- 
** fider how fufceptible you are of Fan- 
^* cies that afflift you ; had I been eager 
•* to go abroad, 1 fliould have given Rrfe 
** to fome of thcfe Kinds of Sufpicions ; 
** by chufing to ftay at Home, I have 
•* done the fame ; can nothing but a 
** total Indifference to every Thing, 
" give you the Eafc of Mind I wilh 
*' you? I have much of it in my 
•' Heart ; but Youth and Vivacity will 
** not fuffer fuch Coldnefs of Manner. 
•* I then aflured him that, fo far from 
•' having found any one whom I was 
difpofed.to like too well, I had not 
even feen a Man that was agreeable 
** to me." But all 1 could fay, would 
not convince him. He replied, " This 
*♦ was the Anfwer of my Humanity, 
*• not of my Truth ; that 1 thought 
•* Concealment juftified by the Eafe 
** it might give him ; and in (hort, 
•* he would not believe, that his 
•* Fears were groundlcfs, if I would 

" not 
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•• not tell him the Reafons of my lear- 
^ ing off going abroad, when he ima- 
•' gincd it was grown more agreeable 
•* by my having got into a Party at a 
'* Game, of which I fecmed very fond.** 
I then told him that, the Twith was, " I 
*^ had been fo foolifh as |to] lefe too 
** much Money to like it any longer^** 
** That," replied his Lord(hip, *• is 
" no Reafon why you (hould not go 
** abroad as you did before you played." 
Thus he perplexed me, by not readily 
accepting my Reafons, till at laft, I was 
reduced to tell him, " That, I thought 
•* it would be more prudent to take the 
** Honour of the delicate, wife, and 
•* generous Sentiments, upon which h<* 
•* had fuppofed me to aft, than to own 
** frankly, that I was fo very great a 
*• FooU as to lofe every Shilling 1 had 
•* at Cards ; and, by that means, hail - 
•* been obliged to keep Houfe for want 
** of Money to defray the neceffary Ex- 
** pences of going abroad." 

I looked fufficiently filly, I believe, 

when I made this ConfefTion, but when 

I had thus mortified myfelf, it was hard 

G 3 thkt 
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that my Lord would fcarcely credit it- 
To give a particular Defcription of my 
FoJly, was a fufficient Punifhment for 
it, but 1 found this jieceflary in order 
to convince his Incredulity; fo with 
fome Blufhes, I told him, *^ that my 
^* firft ill Luck made me defperate, aiid 
" I loft all my Money in trying to re- 
" cover Part of it," 

Lord DorcbeJIer laughed fo heartily 
that he put me almoft out of Humour, 
andquite out of Countenance; but hefoon 
acknowledged this to be fo natural and . 
fq common, that it was extremely ere* 
dible ; and declared himfelf overjoyed 
to find that my Money, and not my 
A(Fe.£tions, had been won. He would 
have repaired my ill Fortune, by giving 
me much more than I chofe to accept. 
** He- begged, I would not controul 
*^ my inclinations, U: he could furnifh 
•• me with a confiderable Sum yearly^ 
*^ without any Inconvenience to himfelf, 
" and could truft to my Prodence for- 
** not exceeding it.** 
f I could not forbear returning hinr 
Thanks for an Indulgence, in Realityi 

fo 
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A) blameable^ but telling hiiti, that,* 
•* he was willing to build his Depen- 
" dance on a very weak Foundation, as 
•* my paft Folly too plainly {hewed," 
I affured him, *^ I was fufficiently dif-. 
^ guftcd with Play, and would never. 
•• again begin any Thing, to which my 
^ Prudence found it difficuh to put a 
^ Stop/' 

My. Lord Teemed fo happy in having 
learnt the Caufe of my Retirement, that 
I could not but think, 1 was peculiarly 
fortunate in having the Power of giv- 
ing fo much Pleafure by the Difcovery 
of my Follies. But this fufpicious 
Turn in his Temper appeared to me 
very ftrange ; I thought it an unac- 
countable Narrownefs of Mind in a 
Man fo generous in other Refpedts. 

I wondered he fhould fuppofe Friend- 
Ihip fhould be fo foon conceived or end- 
ed, fince either appeared to me a Work 
of Time. One might fee Merit in an 
early Acquaintance, or in feme un- 
fittiarded Mgment, difcover Faults, which 
Kir a fong'^^Time had been concealed, 
but the Effeft could not be fo fpeedy ; 

natural 

G4 
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natural Indifference,, of habitual Fond- 
nefs require Time to conquer them. 
However, as this Covetoufnefs of my 
AfFedion proved the Value he fet up- 
on it, I was not inclined to complain of 
the Confcqucnces, but thought myfelf 
made for the Deftruftion of his Virtues, 
fince only in his Behaviour to me, had 
he ever fwerved from the moft extenfivc 
Generofity and t^dercft Humanity* . 
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CHAP. XLI. 

DURING my Stay zt TunirUge^ 
I faw many bad Confequences at- 
tend Gaming, but none are worth com- • 
municating, except one, which was fo 
ludicrous, that as it foon became pub- 
lick, it grew a general Entertainment, 
A Country Gentleman, a few Years be- 
fore, had married a young Lady, with 
whom he made an Agreement before 
Marriage, that (he fhould never go to 
London ; to which, as liking the Man 
tad his Fortune, (he readily confented. 
After a pretty long Stay in the Coun- 
try, (he began to grow a little tired' 
of her Solitude, and could not forbear 
ufing fome Perfuafions to prevail on 
her Hufband to be more complaifant af- 
ter Marriage, than he was before, A 
ftrange Endeavour certainly, but he be- 
ing a good natured Man, was forry to 
refufe her earneft Requeft ; though as 
their Eftate was fmall, and they had a 
pretty large Family, he could not re-, 
concile it to his Confcience, However, 
G 5 ai 
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as her Defire grew very ftrong, and her 
Importunities frequent ^ he, at htty told 
her, that, ** an Expedition to London 
•* was too expenfive to agree. witl\. 
*• their Finances, but ilF (he could hvf 
^ up an hundred Pounds, as fhe had 
*• the fole Care of the Money, he would 
•* go with her to Tunhridgey and ftay 
•* there as long as it lafted.** 

Thus encouraged in her CEconomy, 
flic abridged their own Table, ftarved 
the Servants, and was indefatigable in 
her Endeavours to fcrape up this happy 
Sum. 

This, in a Yearns Time (he accom- 
plifhed, and, with great Joy, acquaint- 
ed her Husband with it. He had fuf- 
fered a little by the Change which this* 
Sparingnefs had produced in. the En- 
tertainment of himfelf and his Friends % 
but thit had never mortified him fa 
much, as the Knowledge that the Sum 
was compleated. He was fond of the 
Country, loved the Sport it afforded^ 
and had befides great Part of his Eftate 
in his Hands, for the good Management 
of which, his Prcfence was abA)Iutely 
neceffary. However, he would not dif- 
4 appoint 



OPHELIA. 131 

appoint his Wife, or break bis Word ^ 
io the Da/ wa» fixed, and they went 
thither accordingly. They placfcd thetn* 
ielves in the firft Lodgings they could 
find, but as they were very bad, it was 
agreed they fliould change theni for 
better the next Week. 

Now pur Lady was in high Blifs, and 
that all her Tinae might be filled: up^. 
yas. abrofui from Morning till Night» 
The Hulband was not fond of any of 
tbe Diverfions . going forward there ^ 
and found the Wearinefs natural to Peo- 
ple at firft coming to a Place where 
they have; no Acquaintance, and where 
the Manner of Life is quite different 
from what they have been accuftomed 
to, or liked ; but he did not defpond, 
as he hoped to get into a little more So- 
ciety and Hofpitality when they had a 
better Apartment. 

Accordingly, at the End of the Week> 
hedefired his Lady to give him the Bill 
in which they had brought their Mo* 
ney9 that he might get it changed, and 
then they would go and take good 
Lodgings, and fettle themfelves in a 
comfor tabic and handfome M^nn.r. 
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The meek Wife was a little confound^ 
ed, and deferred her Compliance, fay- 
ing, " it was Time enough ; their 
*' Lodgings would ferve very well ano- 
** ther Week, and then they ftiould have 
*^ better Choice, as in fo fluduating a 
•^ Place many People would be gowi 
*• by that Time,** with many other Pit- 
tences to delay it. But the Hufband 
(hewing her Reafons were not fuificienr^ 
perfifted in his Requeft. 

This increafed her Confufion to the 
greateft Degree ; at laft, with downcaft 
Looks, confcious Blulhes, and fluttering 
Voice (he cries, ** my Dear, I have- 
•* changed the Bill.** "Oh! verywelV* 
anfwered the Husband, " it will fave- 
•• me the Trouble of doing it, but- 
•* give me a little Money that I may- 
*• provide us with fuch Things as \we'' 
•' want.** The poor Lady grjew-ftJH^ 
more diftreflfed, and was reduced to whif- 
per, " I have no Money,** ** I beg: 
** your Pardon,'* anfwered he, ** 1 un- 
•* derftood you had changed the BiH. 
•* Come, give it me then, and you (hall 
*' have fome prefently. I aflTure you, 
** Molly^ there is no living at this Place- 
5 *' without 



OPHELIA; 131 

•* without Money.'* *^ You are right,'? 
anfwered thC: penitent Wife " I have 
« changed the Bill." *? Well, well,? 
*' replied the Huftand, " I am very 
** ftupid to be Aire, this thick Aic 
•* has affedled my Senfes, and I can 
" underftand nothing. Firft, I fancied 
\^ you laid you had changed the Bill ; 
^^ and then, that you had no Money! 
•'J do nothing but blunder. ComCt 
" my Dear, let's go and feek for Lodg- 
•* ing$. Qur CouQns of Penn-Hally came. 
•* laft Night. My Uncle Crump writes 
** me Word, he Ihall be here to Mor-^ 
•* row ; and my Aunt Joftes is expefted 
cc every Minute. We muft invite thefc 
** Friends to Dinner. I would not have 
" them think we are grown fine Folks* 
•' becaufe we are in a fine Place, we 
*• muft not forget our Relations. 1 love 
•• to live well every where with my. 
** Family*** ** My Love," fays again, 
the abafhed Lady, " Indeed, you do 
•^ not blunder. I beg your Pardon, 
•• but," and inftead of finilhing her Sen- 
tence, a few Tears trickled down her 
Cheeks. " What is the Matter with. 
** you, Molly ?^* quoth the Husband, 

•* why 
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** whjr, you are a Riddle, I think. Comei 
f* fpeak plain, and never cry. Why 
** yoii know t am neTer togry. Yoii 
^ arc rtiy good Wife, and I lore you; 
^ fay whit you pleafc^ for I cJannot beaf 
^ to fee you rexed. 

•• You are too good toy Dear/* re- 
plies the Wife, fobbing grievowfly, ** but 
•*' it itmft Come out^ fo I may as weli 
•* tell you at firffi, my Love, that I 

•• have Joft/' Merc the Tears 

flowed again. " Oh, you have loft 
•* your Puffe, have you?** anfwered 
tfie Hufbandji "why I am forry for you;, 
^ it is hardi you (hould lofe any Part 
** of what you had fav^ with fo much 
^ Care, and I wifli I could afford to 
•• make it up to you ; but we will 
*• have it cried, if an honeft Pcrfon 
*• has found it, he will refltore it un- 
•^ dimintlbed, but to be fure, rher^ artf 
^ more Rogues than honeft "Men here; 
♦* fo the Chance is againft us ; how- 
•• ever, if we do not recover it, you 
•* are fo good a Manager, that we fhall 
•• do very well fome Time on the reft. 
^ we muft live a little more foaringly^ 
•« that is aH.^^ , ■ . 

Alas! 
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«• Alas! Alas!'* cried Ihc, in ati A- 
•• goiiy, ** there is no Reft to live up-' 
*• dn. We hare nothing of which to 
^ be fparing/* What lays he, « haJ 
•* you all the Money in your Purfc ? 
^^ That was unlucky inde^^ and I am' 
^* afraid, will make it more difficult to 
*' be recovered ; for there are People 
^ whofe Honefty would have refmed 
** twenty Ponnds, who will not be Proof 
•* againft an Hundred.'* 

•• It was not loft fo neither, my dear 
^ Hufband," replied the Lady,'* I will 
" confefs the whole Truth, if my Tear* 
" will but let me. You muft know 
*• then, the firft Night I went into the 
** Rooms, 1 faw a great many People 
** at a pretty Play 5 it feemed the eaficft 
^ Game in the World. Sonie very ci- 
•• vil Perfons made Room For me, and 
•• I could not fee why I (hould.nof play 
** as others, fo I fat down, and * began 
" by winning; but before the End of 
•• the Night, I loft a good Deal, and 
** was obliged to get the Man belong- 
•• ing to the Table to change my Bill. 
•• The next Morning I endeavoured to 
'• win itbatk again, and did in Part/ 
z •^ At 
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•' At Night I thought I might win the 
" whole 5 but inftead of that, I loft 
** more. J was afhamed to let you 
^^ know it V but intended as foon as 
^* I could get back all I had difburfed to 
** play no longer, and to fettle all Things 
•* with you/* Here her Sorrow grevr. 
very clamorous, and with much DifE- 
culty (he fobbed out, " in trying t0 
"win it, I loft it all to ten Guineas.'*. 
At this melancholy Conclufion, the* 
weeping Dame was quite inconfolable 
but the Hufband not forry to have a 
good Excufe to return Home, where, 
his AflPairs required his Prcfence ** beg- 
** ged her to make hcrfelf cafy. That, 
•• he came only to divert her, and as 
*' ftie had had her Diverfion, he was. 
** perfedly well pleafed, and as much, 
*' fo, that it was done in a fhort, as a 
" long Time. That he would pay for 
j^ their Lodgings, and their Journey 
** back 5 he had juft heard a Coach 
" cried that was going to their Part 
" of the World ; and he would fe- 
** cure it dircftly, for them to return: 
** in, intreating her to be under no, 
II Concern/* Thus he got her fafeHomq 
"' . ^ to 
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to his great Satisfa£tk)n ; nor wais the 
Lady fo mortified as one might imagine, 
being well out of a Scrape (he feared, 
would have greatly offended her Huf- 
band. She thought herfelf much o- 
bliged to him for an Indulgence which 
he found very eafy, as the Event of 
their Journey was as agreeable to him 
as it could be, in procuring him a 
fpeedy Return. 

TlK)ugh in one Folly I was kept 
ih Countenance, if Companions in our^ 
Weakilefib^ can have that EflFefl: ; yet 
my Ignoraicc and Want of Thought' 
had Confequences of fuch Importance,' 
that if I could have pleaded Precedents 
for my Errors, h would have offered mc 
no Confolation. 

The Diverfiohs of the Place brought 
me into Scrapes of which I had no 
Notion before: That which moft alarm* 
ed me, arofe from a Ball. 

At' the Beginning of the Evening^ 
t was afked to dance by a Gentleman, 
with whom I had no Aequ^ntance# 
Having been a good deal indilbofed' 
aill Day, I had determined not to (unce, 
and faw nothing ia this Stranger, that 
: ihould 
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fhoold conqper my Refoiution, witk 
yrhich I aequainted him, and he chofe 
apother Partner. Toward the End of 
the Night, being pretty well recovered, 
a liv^ely Tune infpired me with ai>Iii-. 
clifl^tion £9r Daniping, and Lord D(^rr 
^befter being by ©i^ QffeFcd /ta be joof 
Haftder^ ^hich w.a^ an ^dditignid Jn^ 
ducenient^ and accQrdii>gly we tiegan.;. 
but I had not gone down oaany Qouples, 
befo/e I was.T (topped «by^ tbe Gentkmaii 
I refufcd, w1k> addfeflfed tnc. wijtb fay^; 
ing^ ? I had not ufed ■ hrnob Uki^ .4r G^^ 
^^ tlenuiii, m. dancing, after I: bad told? 
•* him, I did not chufe it." 

. His Countenance wote fuch vifibltf 
Marka of Anger, that he ftartled xne 
very much; but I anfwered vdrjf idiiiHi 
ctix^i '<- TlaiW what I ftid. W». the 
't leaA Trilthi^ when be aOced m«» I did 
'^ wA cftofe to dance, but thae I afteiV. 
♦• wards altered tnf Mind.** 

Ta thii he replied^ that, ** the Chaiige 
^\ hfi fttppofed was occafioned by YmofL 
^\ a^edbyadiflEereritPerlbn, hddLom 
M Dorcbefter htta in his Place, theRdk 

\' fu4l would fcarcely have been givefi/^ 

4 Iwa 
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twfls infenlible to any Afiront being' 
dcfigned in this, I thought what he faid' 
excreamly probable^ though it was not' 
then Fa£i:, and with great Simplicity' 
aflured him, that '^ he was miftaken, 
^\ for that wheh he afked me I wotfld 
*^ not have danced with any one, thotrgh' 
•*. I allowed^ to have had^ Lord DPr^ 
*^ cbefier for a Partner, might have been' 
*^ a ftrofiger Temptation, as my Intimacy' 
*\ with him muft make him more agree* 
*• able to me/' 

• The angry Man gr^w more iTefoly 
and teplicd, <^ Beauty /coold not tX- 
** rtifc Infolence," adding, that, " he' 
<t did not at aH doubt, but I was inti- 
•* niately acquainted with hrs LordftiipV 
**. who, ' in Keturn for the Intimacy^ 
•f ihoirld teach me how to treat Gen- 
*? tiemen of Fafliion/* He continued 
fiMtae Titoe in this Strain, repeatfng thtf 
Word fctimacy with a Sneer, and fd 
fiiong aa EmphaQs, that* I thc>i%hi^ k 
had offended hitn, but did not imagifid 
he meant more by it than { h^d done. 

y My Lord did n6t hear it With thf.(ame 
Indi&rence. He came up to htni, iktid 
told hioi^ <« it was not acting the Part 

♦« of 
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•• of a Gentleman to infult a Lady, 
•• who ignorant of the Cuftoms of 
" Balls, having never been at one be- 
•* fore (he came to Tunhridge^ coald 
*f not properly be faid to offend againft 
•* a Ceremony (he knew not. He in ^ 
*f Whifper, offered to defend my In- 
•* tention, and juftify his Right to 
•* me as a Partner, when and where he * 
•• pleafed ; being as ready to do it, as to ' 
*' correA his Impertinence and infolenc 
*• Infmuations. " And, ** continnued' 
i^e, ♦* a Min t)f Conrage would chufe 
*\ to attack one, rather than to affront* 
** a young Lady, from whom none buc' 
*' yourfelf could refent any Behaviour,' 
•• tho* he might feel it moft fenfibly/*' 
Lady Paleftine^ who was within Hear-' 
ing, cried. out to me, ** what have you* 
** done! You have occafioned a Qjtr-* 
** rel which may become fatal to thcr 
•* Life you value above all others.*' Her 
.Words filled me with Terror and Coa- 
fufion, I could not comprehend her 
Meaning fully, but was lo extremely 
affeded, that Lord Dcrcbejier bqgged 
her to be filent, and defired I would 
permit him to lead me Home. 

He 
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He could not have made a Requeft 
with which I (hould more gladly have 
complied. I feared I knew not what 
for him, and confequently for myfelf ; 
if he was with me, I thought us both 
iafe ; I wifhed to carry him from a Place 
which, from what I could learn, I had 
made dangerous, and hoped to receive 
from him, an Explanation of what La- 
dy Palefiine had faid to me. She fol- 
lowed us immediately, and made me 
underftand the Nature of {he Affront 
I had given, and the Danger that re- 
fulted from it. The agonizing Fears 
which now agitated my Mind, render- 
ed , me incapable of receiving Confo- 
lation from my Lord's AiTur^nces that 
the Quarrel would pafs over without 
. further Confequences. 1 could not be 
perfuaded that ihty were not folcly de- 
figned to eafe my Apprchenfions, and 
therefore dared not venture to believe, 
what the next Day might prove too 
fatally untrue. 1 blamed him for 
his Anger, telling him, that, '* if I 
** had done a Thing that was wrong, 
•* I.deferved a little Incivility in Re- 
<< turn, and that he fliould not have re- 

•* fcnted 
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^' fented Exprefiions, which were nc 

*• too fcvere a Punifbment for an Ol 

*^ fence againft Cuftom, though the Ei 
; *> ror arofe from Ignorance, not Defign 

" Since People in the polite World 

• *• profefs being guided by Fafhion ra 
*^ ther than by Keafon, I could not ftand 

' ^' excufed by what is not here a Rul 
*' of Adion, nor be juftified by TrutI 
•* where of all Places, it is leaft allow 

• •* able in a polite Circle." I was (hock 
ed to find that Decorum and Polite 
nefs required that I fhould have palli 
ated my Refufal with his, and notbavi 
owned a Preference fo very reafonalil 
and fo little affronting, that the Gen 
tleman might have flattered himfelf i 
proceeded only from being acquainted 
with Lord Dcrcbefter^ and entirely un 
acquainted with him, a Circumftano 
which mud greatly leflen the Pleafun 
of Dancing with him, however agree 

' able he might be to tbofe by when: 
' he was better known. But as foci] 
were the Laws of Cuftom, I thougfai 
my Error fhould have been acknoW' 
ledged, and the Gentleman's Anger 
unrefented, 
■ ' - Any 
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Any Danger that theatened Lord Dor- 
cbefier^ appeared to me in its utmofl: 
• Tcrron, but nothing could zfkOi me 
fo much as the Apprehenfion of being 
the OccaOon of an Adion» ' which if 
-not fatal to his Life, mud be fo to his 
^Virtues, and confequently to his Peace. 
Duelling, to one unprejudiced, mud ap* 
'pear fo criminal, fo contrary to «very 
-Branch of Morality and Religion, that 
^I could not bear my Lord fhould h^^e 
-the mod diftant Intention of conunit- 
^ting it ^ that alone I thought a fuffi- 
-cient Crime to fully the Purity of his 
Mind for ever. His not perpetrating 
his Defign could not make me eafy ; 
that he fhould have ever harboured 
the leaft Thought of it, was an in- 
furmountable Afflidion to me, who va- 
lued his Integrity as much as his Life, 
and was as tender of the one, as of 
the other. 

Lady Pakftine laughed at my cfteeni- 

"ing fi> criminal, an AAion which fhe 

.^^ called fpirited and b$nourabley and 

" almoft rcquifite to* the Pftfedion of 

•* a fine Gentkman^s Charafter, in which 

*• Courage was the moft ncceflary In- 

" grcdient 
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*^ greditnt." Not confidcring that a 
Defiance of the Laws of God defervet 
a fzr worfe Name, and can never, to a 
well judging Mind, wear the Difguife 
of any Virtue. Her Sentiments raifed 
an Abhorrence in me, which my Re- 
gard for her could not fupprefs, but I 
received fome Satisfaction from finding 
my Lord did not differ much from my 
Opinion, but owned that, " the pn>* 
*' pereft Objeft for true Courage was the 
" Refiflance of a Cuftom which contra- 
«* diftcd the divine Will'-, and that 
•' Duels preceded from a Degree of 
•• Cowardice which is always moft moved 
" by prefent Danger, and therefore had 
*' ftrOnger . Fears of the Cenfure of 
" Mankind, which is a Puniflimcnt 
" immediately inflidcd, than of the 
•^ Wrath of God, whofe EfFefts'may for 
•* fome Years, be fufpcnded. He con* 
•* feffed, that when he had ever been 
•' in Danger of fighting a Duel, he- was 
" always fcnfibJe his Motive was a Want 
** of rieal Valour, which he cfteemedj 
•* but knew not how to acquire/* 
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THOUGH the Night put an 
End to a Convetfation in which 
we were not likely to agree perfe£lly» 
as our real Sentiments difiered» yet it 
could not afford me any Reft. The O** 
pinion my Lord had exprefied of Du« 
elUng, in a great Degree, abated my 
Fear of any fuch Erent 5 but yet as 
he confefled his own Weaknefs, at the 
fame Time he acknowledged the Crime, 
I could not think the Safety of his Per-* 
fbn :certain» and was fendble, that his 
MLnd was not lef$ contaminated, but ra* 
ther more &, from the Senfe of the ,U1 
which he had thought of committing. 
I trembled for the Man who could re* 
gard his Fellow-CFcatures more than 
their great Creator ; ^nd fufTer the 
Q)oft pernicious Cuftom to banifh Re* 
Ugion^ and even jpkun Morality from 
bis Breafi:. 

Immerfed .in thcfc Reflexions, the 
Morning found nae ; my Heart was too 
much opprefied xo fuBfer me to think 

Vol. II. H of 
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of Reft, I had not even entertained a 
Thought of going to Bed, but after 
having fent away my Maid, had yield* 
cd myfelf up to my Meditations. ^ 

As foon as my Lord was up, which I 
learnt from a Meffage he fent to en- 
quire after my Health, I went to him 
in his Drelling Room, rather to confine 
chan to converfe with him, for I could 
not think of letting him go out of the 
Houfe, unlefs I could have accompa- 
nied him, which was by no Means pro- 
per, for the Agitation of my Mind and 
Want of Reft, had made fuch Alte- 
rations in my Countenance, that I was 
not fit. to be feen. My Lord had an 
Air of Thoughtfulnefs, which increafed 
my Fears. Indeed my Converfation was 
not fit to remove it, but even Lady 
Palefiine^s Vivacity was inefitftuaL He 
was ferious but not difturbed \ his 
Thoughts took a graver Turn than 
common, but were not at all.confufed. 
This gave me fome Hope that the Al- 
teration which alarmed me, might arife 
only from the Senfc of the Ralhnefs, 
he had been guilty of; I could not 
believe that a Man while under the 
2 . . adual 
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a£kual Intention of a Crime could 
pofiefs any Compofure of Mind. 
Coofuiion and Terror I imagined to 
be the neceflary Confcquence of cri- 
minal Defigns ; and therefore, rd- 
ceired fome Confolacion at perceiv- 
ing none of . thofe Symptoms of 
Guilt in him. Though I could not ob* 
tain a Promife from him» that he would 
not fight with the Man who had mack 
me fo wretched, yet he faid every Thing 
that he hoped might make me eafy, bOc 
the Want of that AfTurance weighed 
heavier in the Scale of Fean 

A Vifit from a Gentleman with whom 
I knew him to be intimately acquaint- 
ed, obliged me to withdraw ; for my 
Eyes were fo fwelled I was aQiamed of 
being fecn, but I entreated Lady Pa- 
leftine to keep Sight of my Lord, an Office 
to which her own Fears inclined her. 
When I retired to my Chamber, I be- 
-gan^ as was my Cuftom when afflided 
with Vexation, to lament my having 
been taken from my Retirement-, but 
my Thoughts foon took another Turn, on 
rcfleding how feverely my Lord might 
fuffer by having brought me from thence^ 
Ha The 
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The Punilbcnent chat thitatmed him 
extenuated his Offence, and I iDnly 
grieved, that he was not bom cfaea^ 
with me ; that he had not likewiie 
iieen placed in a Solitude where Death 
was under God's immediate Dineftioo, 
-and none copld pais into another World, 
-till the Almighty had difmifled them 
from this, and opened for them the Gates 
of Eternity. 

Above an Hour had pafied in thefe 

RefleAionSp when I was ratied by the 

Entrance of Lady PaJeJiiney who had 

fuch Confternation in her Countenancty 

as ftruck Terror to my Soul. My Fear 

turned me to a Statue, I codd -neither 

/peak nor move ; but fhe Tendered all 

Enquiries unneceffary, by telling metbat, 

foon after I withdrew, JLord Dorcbefiur 

defired her " to ftep out of the Room 

'^ for he had a little Bufinefs to oanfaft 

-** with his Vifitcr." As he bad long 

'employed this Gentleman in fomc Af- 

;fairs, fhe was not furprized at the Re-* 

queft, but complied mth it. She long 

waited in Expeftation of being told 

they would be glad of her Company, 

fuppofing the Bufinefs that had required 

1 her 
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h«r Abfence, could not lad: long ; buc 
finding her Expefbuion not anfwered ; 
ike attended more carefully, and could 
ffOt hear any one in the Room ; upon 
which fhe entered, and found it indeed 
ecm>ty. 

She thought it fo impoflible that Lord 
Ihrcb^iT fttould have evaded her Care^ 
that Hit was going to feek for him in 
the Houfe, wheo fke obferved, on a 
SIMf ag^nft the Door, a fealed Packet, 
wKich fh« bad not percetwd before fhe 
withdcevis and, as fhe imagined, put 
there as the fafeft Place, there being na 
BMoe M Drawer in the Room. Pen, 
Ilik, and Papef (m the Table whereon 
We had brcall&fted, ftewed her they 
had bteii vifed. Sl» found the Btcket 
m» diseAied, by Lord DinUfhry for me, 

Tkzmtig verf melancholy Condu- 
fioM ftofli ditfe Circumftances, fhe was 
Meady ftocked. She brought me the 
ncke^ whichr I ojpened a» foonr as I 
%mei able, though X rather enpefM 
•a lelm more certain Grounds for mf 
Fears, than any Thing that cDiuki abate 
them. And, indeed, my Grief receiv* 
ed a very great Addkiofi from the Col^s 
H 3 tents 
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tents, which were a WiU, as it faid 
made for greater Security in Confir- 
mation of one he bad left in London^ 
whereby he bequeathed me his whote 
Fortune. 

This Proof both of the Danger that 
threatened his Life, and of the Strength 
of his Affedlion, had fo melancholy an 
Effeft upon me, that I fell into Fits; 
from which Lady Pakjiine found it fo 
difficult to recover me, that ihe left the 
fruitlefs Trial to n>y Servants, and gave 
her Care where fhe hoped it might be 
cjrf more real Service. 

She made all pofliible Enquiry, in or- 
der to find which Way Lord Dorcbejter, 
had gone *, but not )3eing able. to get any 
J(f)formation, fhe knew not how to con*. 
Vive M^aps of having him purfued, whicd 
was her Intention. From this Perplexity, 
file was, at length, relieved by a Qentle-* 
man, who, by a Defire of avoiding 
Company and taking a quiet Walk, 
i^d chofen the leaft frequented Places 
^r)d> ir) the mod retired Spot, found 
Lc>r4 Dcrcbefier and his Antagonift fight* 
ing. t was not without Difiiculty he 
parted them. . My Lord had received no 
I . Hurt, 
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Hurt, but his Adverfary was wounded 
in two or three Places, but not mor- 
tally ; my Lord's Aim being to difarm 
him, without giving any confiderable 
Wound. 

The Gentleman, whofe Prefence had 
been fo fortunate, waited on Lord Dor- 
ihefitr Home, who, on his Arrival 
found me in a Condition that reveng- 
ed me for the Fright he had given me, 
by occafioning equal Fears in him. 
The Obftinacy of my Diforder made 
him fend for a Phyfician, whofe Af- 
fiftance he hoped might relieve me. 
Whether the Art of this Son of Mfcu- 
k^uSj or my natural Strength might 
more properly claim the Honour of my 
Cure, I will not pretend to fay, but one 
or the other wrought my Recovery. 

The firft Objeft I beheld was Lord 
DorcbeJUr^ . who, (landing at my Bed- 
Side, was watching the Symptoms of 
Amendtnent. Joy and Perception now 
feemed but one. To fee him fafe 
filled. me with Tranfports, which Words 
could not have exprefied, at a Time 
when I had more at Command, but at 
that happy Inftant I was fpeechleff, not 
H 4 being 
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fccing fufficicntif recovered. Hdwercr^. 
Silence did not conceal my Joy ; I tm* 
braced my Lord with a Tendernefs- than 
furprized him; he has, told me iince^ 
that, till then, he knew not half the lav 
preffion he had made on my Heart ; 
ihough he had long perceived I loved 
kirn with a ftronger Affedion than JL 
myfelf imagined. 

The grave Doftor's Countenance ex-* 
prcfled fo much Surprize^ that it did not 
paf& unobfcrved by mc, but attributing 
ic to his having Dutlived die lively 
Senfe of Joy, fo natural at my TifiM 
oC life, I (houghs it fio Reafoo f6i 
me to confine the Vivacity of SenlatiiiM 
as innocent ai if tfey had^ beeoGbtUeA bjr 
old Age, md therefore did not conceai th« 
Tranfports of n^ Hearts Since I beciamt 
l)etter acquainted wiih the World, I have 
been inclined to believe that I iM!kirttd 
the old Gentleman's private Cenfore % 
but as Secrefy is full as neceflary in that 
Profeflion, as Knowledge in i^yfick, 
he did not publiih a Behaviour which I 
fuppofed he thought indecent. 

As fodn as I was quhe recovered, the 
Doftof ^as dtfmffed^ and Refalotions 

were 



OPHELIA. 15? 

were taken for our leaving Twdfriitge' 
whofe Waters had removed the Com- 
plaints which broi^ht me thtther ; and 
I had now no Diforder remaining, but 
what was the Confecjuence of my 
Frighe» and wodd be cured by Eafe 
mi Mind. I had^ therefore, no Oc- 
cafioik ta ftay longer $ Lord D^r- 
4ibifiir &A QCt like to remain where 
he\waS) contiouaUy expofed to hear his 
Coodud camra£[ed *, and your Lady- 
Atp will tm^ine it could not be agreed 
able to nfie» to liften to an univerfal 
Dtftuffion of my Inadvertency, Citice the 
Confequences of it made it appear" al* 
moft criminal. 

Lc»rd Ikrciefier left the Place in two 
Days, but L^y Pdiftine^ on Pretences 
to which I was obliged to fubmit, de* 
tatmd me there above a Week after 
Uo( but I have (ince learnt that this 
was concerted between thenn to avoid 
giving Room for the Increafe of the Re* 
ports which began to be fpread, of d 
mutual Attachment between my Lord 
and myfelf •, which would have received 
great Strength from our leaving Tuth 
bridge tMcther. • j 

H 5 chap; 
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CHAP. xun. 

AFTER Lord Dorcbefter left 7W»- 
bridge^ the Place grew very tire- 
fome CO me. I had nothbg to do, but 
to obferve the various Follies of the 
Conopanies and> to ftudy Vanity, which 
i perceived fuffered Alteration rather 
than Diminution by Time. The Wo- 
man, who in her Youth, placed her fu* 
preme Joy in the Flattery of tht 
other Sex, and in the Number of Part- 
ners (he had at herCommand ; when Adi- 
vity is no longer in the Legs, and Age 
has ftiffened the Joints and funk the 
Spirits ; in fhort, when Pertnefs has un* 
dergone its ufuat Transformation into 
Dulnefs, and an old Age of Cards fuc- 
ceeds a Youth of Folly, a plentiful 
Supply of Gentlemen of her Parly be- 
comes the great Objeft of her Am-* 
bition ; and the Contention between her 
and her Cotemporaries of the fame Tafte^ 
will be as great as their Envy, while 
they were rival Beauties. The Appear- 
ance of a Man of Quality juft arrived. 

awakes 
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awakes an equal Impatience in both to 
add him to their Party, while he, wav- 
ering between the Importunities of each^ 
keeps them in a Sufpence that increafes 
their Enmity. At the Beginning of a 
Seafbn a private Gentleman finds him* 
felf of Confequence ; but has the Mor- 
tification of perceiving that he dwindles 
in their Efteem on the Arrival of a No- 
bleman, who in his Turn becomes neg« 
Jeded, if one of higher Degree can be 
had to fupply its Place; for the Va- 
nity of thefe Ladies is fo voracious, that 
notwithftanding the Party is full^ they 
are fo eager to raife the Dignity of it, 
that after dropping the Plebeians one 
by one as they gather Patricians, the 
Nobility, at laft, beconoe obliged to 
each other for their Releafe ; thus a 
Duke fqts mi Earl at Liberty, the Earl 
a Vifcount, the Vifcount a Lord, as the 
Lord did a Baronet, and he before the 
untitled Gentleman. 

Nothing appeared to me nK>re ftrange 
than the Love of Precedency. I have 
often been diverted to iee how much' 
Fains a Lady would take to walk firft 
out of a Room where Lazinef^ would 

have 



%S& OPHELIA. 

Itove kiclined het t& rem»n ^ and taft 
inca anotber^ where Qic wa« (b little 
wifheid, and fo little Pleafure atcra£ted 
fter, thstt 0ie could not have come toa 
lace. In thii Particular I giivt great OF* 
fence when I firft went to Tunbridge^ 
aAd while I took Place of thofct who 
£ad a real Title c6 it, I received only 
coot GontempC for my Wane of Breed- 
mg, and they would drop the Ac^ 
quatntance of the vulgar Tbmg. But 
having gone before a young Lady 
whofe Right of Place was difputed, flie 
purfued me with fuch Swiftnefs^ and 
averted her Prerogative fo forcibly, that 
(he threw me down a Flight of m 
dozen Steps, thereby invpreSing my 
Want of good Breeding ftrongly on my 
Mkid I and the Senfe of it being ktpi 
awake by tny Bruifes, I afterwarda be^* 
came fo cautious, that nothing but a 
Defire to efcape fome impending Dan« 
ger could have induced me to have 
taken Place even of a Milliner, With 
no fmall Entertainment have I ob- 
ferved a young Lady whofe Father 
had not been long ranked amohg the 
NobiHcy, break off in a Story fhe was' 

eagerly 
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tMgjtrly tellings the Subje& being hep- 
iclfy and leave ber HiMoour and Glory 
imperfeftly cdebraied in order to fiet 
out oS the I>oor before the Daughter of 
A new made Peer, whpm ihe faw go- 
ing towards it. WbUe her Moiher at 
a few Yardi Diftance wa» prolonging 
hterDifcoufk with all poOible Inipertif 
nence; that (he might leare the Koooqi 
at the iskmc Time wkh. the Dewer 
P^erefsy and hare the Pleafure of afleri- 
Mig her Prerogative. 

But the Jaft Day of my Stay zt.Twh 
tfidge^ 1 was fakrti off from this Eoir 
ploy of the idle, the impercioeptly cri- 
tical Obfervationsof othens, which render 
then) almoft as deftru&ive to Society a$ 
thofe who are buried in MiA:hief. Lord 
Lariorpwgt^ who by Lord D»rcb^^% 
Departure^ was become my Partner iqt 
Daaciagi and ity principal Companioji 
in Cohverfacion^ gave me a more afie&« 
ing and more interefting Subjeft for mf 
Thoughts. He had h>ng profe0ed a great 
Friendihip for me, and for fome Time^ 
had added toi the Appearance of it, by 
the moft mintitt Attentions, and thofe 
flattering; Dtftin£Uons: which in^bly 
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gain the Efteem and Regard of a young 
Perfon. I converfed with him with all 
the Freedom and Confidence of Friend- 
ftip, not more pleafed with him on his 
own Account, than from knowing my 
Lord's Afie£tion for him. 

From the Time Lx)rd Darcbefier wem 
awayi tjord Lartorougb never mention^- 
td hi ni without a fecmiog Perplexity^ 
land when I would indulge myfelf in 
giving hinU the Praifes I thought his 
Due, he would turn the Difcourfe, and 
drop littk Hints, which at the Time, 
pafled without ktiy Notice, though his 
Unwlliingriefs^ to d#eU on the Subje^ 
trioft pteafing to me, rendered his Cono 
pany lefs agreeable. 

The Day before we left the Place, 
Lord Larborougb appeared very uneafy. 
I could not forbear enquiring the Reai- 
foh' of ^ iti n>. '- w4^tqh he i replied^ - that 
^^ the Thought ^f -going away diftteffed 
«-him/* - 

lafked, " What could attach him 
*^ to chat Place, fince he appeared to 
^ have no Intim^y with any Perfon 
*^ there, and was not of fo triffing a 
^^ Difpofition as to take any g^at De^^ 

^ light 
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** light in the pitiful Amufements it 
*^ afforded, or to compare them with 
•• the more folid Pteafure arifing from 
*• the fincere Fricndfhip and Converfa* 
** tion of a Man whofe Mitid was full 
•• of Variety, whofe Wit was inexhau* 
*^ ftible, his Judgment folid, and his 
^ Learning extenfive ; of which no 
^^ one could be fo fenfibte-as himfelf; 
^ fince he had an Underftanding ca- 
^* pable of perceiving and tafting hrs 
^ Friends Excellence, and faw him 
^ when confident in bis Afl^&ion re- 
•• more all Reftraint and Difguife.** 
Lord Dorcbefier^s Name would have 
been an unnecelTary Addition, Lord 
Larborougb could not doubt his being the 
Man I meant, and accordingly anfwer- 
cd that, ** he wiflied Difguife was left 
*^ requifite to fupport the good Cha- 
*• radcr of many People. Had that ne-* 
^* ver been banifhed, the Converfaiion 
•« of the Man I fo highly efteemed 
*^ would have been more delightful to 
^* him, and he ihould not have been 
*^ obliged when he admired the Under- 
^' ftanding, to have grieved : that the 
*^ Heart had ibared fo little: of (he 
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r the other." 

I could ooi hear iUpcriions (<> co»* 

iniy to my Septhsmila wiftboot Refent>- 

mcaitt and arpFci&iijB; mfklf ivanidf oit 

his veming fucb injurious Infiou^dons^ 

he replied,, ** hfi was every W^ un- 

^rfortimiice :if be'h^ mmrred my Dif* 

^ pteaTuiet hy a Oight Eaqpitffioa of the 

^ indtgnatioii» nothing hi« AficAiofi 

«< for me had. raifed Had ■• the Part 

« of Lord D$rcbefter\ Charadler he ro^ 

*^ fle£^ OD, concerned any other Per^ 

** fon, he (hould have beheld it witb 

^* the faixfte IndiSeceoce he did the Viewa 

^ of his other Friends* but fince his 

^^ RefentnKdt had excited niy Ax%er» 

^ he (hould never more; touch on the 

<< Subjefty which, indeed, he knew not 

«< how he came to do ac all; he could 

** curfe his Tongue for ^ving Way tx> 

^« the Stncerky ^ his Heart ; and hint^ 

** ing at Secrets, which my Lord's Con« 

<< fidence in him, had bound him by 

** fti3onger Ties to conceal, than his 

«' Afieftions for me could offer for dif- 

" covering them \ he beggpd me to for- 

^' get whu be had faid, and. never lee 
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^' one Thoughc reft on his inexosfable' 
** inadvertency/' Fortumtcly^ though 
I Mb not natmaliy very curioWy this* 
made me fi> V ^^ i drltred he would telt 
** me jpiainLy what he mettit^'^ hue he* 
excufoi btafetf from cotnpiytng. At 
I prefled liiihr;iliEl more eameftly,. ?her 
more abfolutely denied me ;. ttU^ at lafi;' 
i gave it up tn Defpatp. As if his Re- 
fiflance y»m wearied one at the fame . 
Ttfoe'whh my Importunities^ botin'. 
miS&tjy aa be did not defign ta l:eep 
tfaeSecret, be war then reduced la de-' 
cktfc that ^ be* was not able to difobey^ 
^ mry Commaads^ that I was Mohit^ 
'^ Miilreia of hisi» and be wifiied tie" 
«' emrid.&y of bis Fortone Iik»riff;' 
^* which he would hqr at my Feet^ if 
** it caould in any Way aUsviave die 
^ Stub be feared I fboittd banre of tbe 
*^ Treadkcry he was ^ing to relate.**. 
By the Fotce of this Preparation^ I be-* 
gan cor tremble before he commenced 
bis Narratroo ; bisr every Word iacreaf- 
ed my Honor;, be began in tbe foUovir* 
ing Manner. " I muft previoii(hr ac- 
^ qoaiftc joOf that it is very cunoma- 
^ ly far Gentlemen to live with Wo- 

•* men 
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^ men as if they were married, with- 
^* out being fo % wkich has this Con- 
'* venience, that ihey can leave them 
•• whenever they arc tired, or fee ano- 
•* thcr they like better. You have, by 
*^ great Care, been kept ignorant of 
*^ this Cuftom, left it might fraftrate 
^^ his Lordfhip's Intentions, by ratfing 
•* your Sufpicions of them, for all his 
" Hopes of Soccefs, depend on the 
•* Strength of your Affe£bion, joined 
" with unfufpeding . Innocence. Ta 
*^ fhew what his Defires are, he vhits 
^ impatiently to find fome Moment, 
*• when your Virtue fhall be oflF its 
^' Guard; this he may reafonably ex- 
•• peft, while you are in no Apprchcn- 
•? fionof an Enemy." 

Here I could not fiippreis ian Excla* 
mation fuggefted by my Hatred to fuch 
Principles, but cried out, ** what a Ba- 
" fis for fovilc, fo treacherous an In- 
^^ tention ! : Can Love and Innocence 
^^ be turned into a Means of Ruin by 
•' the Perfon who ought moft to pro- 
" tea them.*' 

" Every Thing," he continued, " has 
*^ Hitherto been fo well ordered, that 

** no 
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*• no one fufpeds you arc not a Wo- 
^* man of real Fortune, otherwife Inno- 
** cence could not have prcferved you 
^* from In&my ; for all People would, 
^* on the Knowledge of your being 
^* thus maintained at hisExpence, jud^e 
•* you guilty of the worft Returns. A 
•♦ Fate you muft expeft, wheneref 
** Chance (hall difclofe the Secret, which 
** fooner or later will happen. 

It is impoflible to exprefs what I felt 
during this Narration. All I had ever 
fuflFered, the Fear of every Evil, thef 
Perfuafion of his Inconftancy,^ were tri^' 
fling Pains to the Thought of fuch 
Bafenefs' in a Mind I had efteemed thtf 
Seat of Virtue. I could better endure 
an eternal Separation from him, than 
ihut to find him a Stranger to Good- 
Heft, my Surprize, and my Deteftatioit 
at all Lord Larborougb had told me, 
was fo great, that I could exprefs it on- 
ly by involuntary Signs. I was ftruck 
dumb with fo amazing a Difcovery. To 
this fiicceeded Reflexions on the Proba^ 
bility of it. My Love for Lord Dor^ 
chefitr feized on this only Hope with 
E^rnefs, and I declared that the Ac- 
count 
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count I had liflenedto^ wto paO.Bd&eff' 
attd ke U'fifig^cofMJttded wiclk oifcftngp 
his HouTe and Proaediony and aflturagr 
me of thr Gfcaifke&of iMMkOmm^ t 
added tfaatu *^ I totriA cafier ima^nr 
^ that the Loire he peofcffitd haA «be 
^ theCaniiaiuencr I obfrved to be fo* 
^ cMnimn Am his Cbtmtrji* Jealoiiff 
^ smhI ak Dtfire ae^ng. fiiom it of gee* 
** ting mefipcNtt hiil^ iriie^ fal\imf\»St 
^ HicuHr Bivft be efaettlhcd fajr aae/ as 
^ my ddateft FrioEid, thaa giiae Wagr fos 
f^ ondiHoinr to fo kmKMUS: ^Sufiptdon 
Hef hhn, iavi^ I hai amarnm^ 
1*^ aad' pb&rvcd the heft Qodkics taa 
^ tntpcrfieA MatiiBe adotottedL'' ImA 
im i w itgb was piqued at my Reply > he 
ttttix^ ^ Ur I che&«»imsrifbtkeEi«> 
^* iorl wasiim krbadnci itefetifiqri 
^ bst ptidiap^ the Piolpcft he bad 
*^ drawee wm nbt lb fhecfciag: te mi^ aa 
^ hehadimag^aeditvouldbtsiHwas 
^ defirous ef (catclung hita the Tiuth 
^ of ifba£ he hsd f;nd^ lir utcadd coii!» 
^ vince ne^ whmcvcr I pleafed.'* 

This Pfopofal ftartled me^ it gave an 
Air o£ Trith » what be had related^ 
which I codd have have wilhed not tt 

have 
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Jiatv found in it ; ijut in a Bauht of 
ibch Iniportance to me, I could not reft, 
4&srefove begged to teive it cleared up 
-asfooAas poffible. He then ioformed 
.met, ^ that there was .an eafy ^dethod 
'^ .of dftfooverinig the whole tbe.firil £- 
^ trening he ihould f|>end at ioy Houie 
^* wkh :.Ijord Ikrcbejler^ afxcr I got to 
^ Landn \ I had nothing to do, but to 
** excufe myfelf £bon after Supper, on 
:*• Etretence of the Head- Ach, and a Dcr 
^ £wt vof filing :«) Bed, but inltcad of 
^* damg fo, ito conceal myfelf where I 
^ might hear all that (hould pafs between 
-^ thesn/' I came into this, fo anxious was 
1 IP knowihe Truth t>f this dreadful Aq- 
■ CDunt, thoqgh it appeared to me diJlbo* 
:tioorable for me to liften to what one is 
iiot intended to hear, yet furely, if ever 
exGufable, it was fo in my Cafe. If 
Lord Dorchefttr was fo very criminal as 
Ijord iMrboroHgb rcprefented, I could not 
expedtan honed: Confefiion from him, 
-and aDenial of itthoTincere, would aoc 
havte encimly conquered my Sufpicions^ 
or confequently have reftored either my 
.Happinefs or his ; which depended, in 
tfoaie Meafure, ip my Confidence and 

Eafe 
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Eafe of Mind. If in difowning fuch 
Intentions, he denied the Truth, my Si- 
tuation was too dangerous to remain fafe- 
Ij in it Befides, if a difinterefted Re- 
gard was fo uncommon in this Country, 
I perceived that though 1 fhould keep 
my Innocence, I muft lofe the Reputa- 
tion of it, which, next to it, ought to 
be a Woman's firftCare. To be obliged 
both to leave him, and conquer my Af- 
feflion, was, indeed, a Taik too hard for 
my weak Reafon ; but I flattered my- 
felf, that if this fhould prove true, my 
Fricndfhip would be turned into Cbn- 
tempt ; 1 loved him for the Appearance 
of Goodnefs and Truth, which he ever 
wore ; if he proved different from what I 
believed him, the Love founded on that 
Belief ought to change; I hoped it would 
not outlive the Objeift, as I could not re- 
fleft on the Virtues I though; he pof- 
fcfTed without recolle(Jling they were 
prophaned by being made a Cloak to 
Vice and Injuftice. I waited with Im- 
patience for the Hour in which we fhould 
fet forth on our Journey, fearing, yet 
wifhing to learn what Truth there was in 
Lord Larhorcugb*s Accufation. I was not 

without 
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without Hopes of finding it a Fiflion, . 
but yet when I recolleded every Circum- 
ftance of Lord Dorcbefier^s Behaviour, 
my Apprehenfions were increafed. If 
Mankind were what Lord Larborougb re- 
prefented them, I had, indeed great Rea- 
son to fufped my Lord's Views were fuch 
as had been defcribed to me ; but I was 
unwilling to let my Thoughts dwell on 
fo cruel a Probability, and fet out from 
3'unbri4ge with a Mind fo divided be- 
twixt Hope and Feiar, as is, I believe, 
more painful than the word Certainty, 
for Anxiety is a more grievous State, as 
it is more turbulent than Defpair. 
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'J\ S me i^iproadied Lomim^ Exfie&ar 
X3L ^M ^ ^^ Event made me foil cvf 
Trouble, and with great Reafon, fince it 
vas to determine my future Happinefs or 
Mifery ; cruel Uncertainty! the greateft 
Misfbmine certain «and prefent, couM tK>t 
exceed the Tormeot of the anxifms Fears 
diat then opprefled me. My fiuccering 
fond, but honed: Heart, was robbed of 
{^eace, 4nd fcarcely hoped lever again 
to enjoy its beloved TranquiHcy. 1 had 
no Occafion to feign myfelf (ick, alas! 
I was fo in Reality ; my Strength, my 
Colour, almoft my Life had fe^iled me, 
from the Time my Ears had received the 
killing Narration. Could I have diftruft- 
cd Providence, or repined at its Al- 
niighty, and, however obfcure, its juft 
Decrees, I fhould have complained of 
,my hard Fate, in thus being toffed about 
by more uncertain Things than Winds 
and Waves, the Inclination of a fantaftiak 
mercilefs Race of Mortals, 

How 
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How does Diftrefs heighten Devo« 
tion, which in Profperity is apt to grow 
languid ; with what ardent Zeal did I 
addrefs the Almighty^ and to his belt 
Will refign myfelf ; prayed for a Con- 
tinuance of the Happinefs that fatal 
Day had interrupted, or if that Petition 
was prefumptuous, and I might not 
didate to his Wifdom, which watches 
over all his Works, I only begged that 
I might preferve untainted the Vir- 
tue he had given me, improve the 
Poruon I was born with, and not live 
to fee myfelf fwerve from his moft 
righteous Laws, but that his Grace would 
.ftill. vouchfafe to protect the Creature 
of his Power, the Dependent on his 
Mercy! 

When I arrived, I found Lord Dorr 
cbejier waiting for me at my Houfe. He 
perceived I was very ill, and fecmcd 
greatly concerned at it; my Illnefs ex- 
cufied my converfing, for which, indeed, 
I was but ill qualified. He tried witU 
his enchanting Tendernefs to foothe my 
Pains, but I was now adihg the Hypo- 
crite, complaining of m*y Head, while 
my Heart was the only Suflfercr ; and 

VpL. II;- I that 
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thit was more dfftreffed than relieved 
Iby his Care and Fondnefs. The Scene 
was difficult for me to fupport, and t 
was glad when Lord Larborougb came in. 
As fcon as Supper was over I left them, 
but went into a Clofet, the Door of 
which I had purpofely fet open, I was 
no fooner in Appearance gone, than 
Lord Dorcb'ejier began to exprefs the 
great Uneafinefs he was uHd^r 'at feeing 
me fo ill, as he was afraid it might be 
the Beginning of a Fit of Sicknefs. Lord 
Larborougb took this Opportunity of 
bringing on the iDifcourfe he aimed at. 
■' Indeed my Friend,*' faid he, *• 1 am 
*• not furprized at the Gfeatfiefs of your 
*• Apprehenfions, to be robbed by 
•* Death of the Fruit of all your 
*• Schemes, all your Attendance, Ge- 
*• nerofity and Love, would mortify 
•* a Man lefs paffionately fond than 
-** yourfeff." 

•* If youdo not wilh to be trdubled with 
** a very bad Companion all this Even- 
•* ing," replied Lord Dorchefter^ ** men- 
*' tion not the Word Death. The 
" Thought of her Suffering any Pain, 
•* x% itiore than I can fupp6rt, with- 

<« out 
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^ out a confidcrabk Diminution of Spi-, 
«* fits. But, whatever happens,-! can 
** never think I have been unrewarded 
•' for any Thing my Love has made 
** me do, if ft has hitherto rendered her 
^^ happy, which I flatter myfelf it bat. 
^' done. Her kind and innocent Marks 
" of Aflrftion would rccompence mc 
•* for any Pain or Trouble, whereas my 
** Care of iier has been m^ greateff 
^ Joy-- 

** Well," anfwered Lord Lafhorougb^ 
•* I will no farther affront your Genero- 
** fity, though I cannot flatter you fa 
" far as to fay you have afted througb 
•* a mere Love of that Virtue, If tliofe 
•* Godlike Qualities were. to be found 
^^ unmixed among Mankind, I fliould 
** fooner expeft to fee them in you than 
** in any one j but, in Truth, my Friend^ 
*^ Senfe has had as great a Share in the 
*' iDire<Slion of your Adtions as Senti- 
•* n>ent ; pray which has been moft 
" gratified ?•• 

** As for Gratification," faid^ Lord 

IXnrcbefterj " Sentiment has had' much 

** the beft Time of iti Ophelia is cer- 

** tainly above us Mortals, flie never 

I 2 *' conde- 
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** condefcends like Goddeffes of old, 
*• to diveft hcrfelf, for one Moment, of 
•• her Divinity ; and for any Hopes of 
•• Amendment I can fee, I may worfhip 
*• my Deity till the End of my Life, 
*^ without finding her once propitious to 
•* her Votary's Wiflies. 

" I am afraid,*' anfwered Lord Lar- 
horougb^ ** you underftand the Arts of 
•* Love kfs than thofc of any other 
•* Kind, or you could not now be as 
•* far from your Hopes, as when you 
•« firft took her from her Solitude.** 

** I believe,*' replied Lord Dorcbefter^ 
•* I may praftice the Arts of Love with 
•• lefs Skill for having fo much of the Re- 
•* ality. I have fo true an Efteem and 
•• Refpeft for her, that I reverence her 
** Virtues and her Undcrftanding, while 
** I adore her Perfon -, thofe aweful Sen- 
^* fations are great Hetarders of a Lo- 
^* ver*s Progrefs ; bi^t yet I flatter my- 
•• felf with a diflfiprent Opinion from 
*' yours. I cannot help thinking, I 
** have made. a confiderable Step to- 
•* wards Succefs. I have gained her 
** Heart, my Lord, and I take that to 
« be the fure Road to her Perfon. It 

- 4C i. 
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" is impoflible a Woman fhould always 
*' refift both her Love and her Lover ; 
" they muft prevail in Time, how 
. " great foever her Prudence may be, 
" or I fliall never .believe Woman was 
** made out of the Rib of a Man, and 
•* yet differ fo much from our Natures : 
" I already begin to fufpedt that MxCs 
** Lenox fprung from another Creation, 
•* and was made out of fome more icy 
*• Compofition than the reft of Womaa- 
:" Kind. But yet, truft me, however - 
*' cold (he may naturally be, her Ten- 
^* dernefs for me, my paflionate Love 
•• for her, with that Innocence which 
.^* takes from her. all Sufpicion, confe- 
/* quently all Fear of having the Obje£t 
/* of her AfFedlions watching for a com- 
♦* plying Mom'bnt, muft, in Tinoe, 
** yield me the Reward for my long 
.** Services and Difappointments. I 
*• am certainly a Coward, for I have 
♦* not- yet ventured to attempt aay 
** Liberties which a Vcftal might not 
** permit. When my Spirits are at th/s 
f higheft, and I think my Paffion no 
** longer to be hid, there is a Purity 
** around her, fuch aweful Purity in 
I 3 ** cvcr^ 
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•* every Look and Word, that I bow 
'• to Virtue, and worfhip it in her fair 
** Form. There is more Innocence in 
•* her Carcffcs, than can be found in the 
•♦ Coldncfs of any other Wonian. In- 
•* (lead of encouraging my Hopes, they 
•• danf)p them while they charm me ; 
•* and (hew the beft AfFeftions in fuch 
** Beauty, that I cannot forbear calling 
•• myfelf a Villain, for not being more 
•* like her/' "And pray," faid Lord Z^r- 
** borough^ " by what Means do you 
•* make Peace with yourfelf?'* 

•* By reflefting, that if (he loves mCt 
•• £he will remain very happy,*' replied 
Lord Dorcbejler : " Marriage is of hu- 
** man Invention ; for was it a necef- 
1* fary Ceremony we^muft be all Baf- 
** tards, as we have no Reafon to bc- 
•* lieve Adam and Eve had the Sanftion 
** of the Prieft for their Union. TheirV 
** was the Wedlock of Hearts, the true 
*• Matrimony of AfFeftion, 1 and my 
•* Ophelia^ will, like our firft Parents, 
** love by our own and Nature*s Li- 
•* cence, with more Warmth, more Ten- 
•* derneft. Sincerity and Conftancy, than 
•* the obedient Servants of the Churifh, 

" the 
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" the Slaves of Cuftom can boaft. We 
*' will Iqve to the En4 of our Lives, 
** always affured of, each other's AfFcc* 
•* tions, by unabated AfUduity and Ten^ 
*' dernefs. Neceflity {hall have no Hand 
** in our Union, for I will make a Sct^ 
" tlement on her, which fliall render 
" her perfcftly independent of n)e. W« 
*• fhall be linked only by Love, and 
*' therefore cannot doubt of the Strength 
^* of the Chain while neither breaks it.'* 

" A moft noble Rapture truly," in* 

terrupted Lord LarborougK " fince etcr^ 

** nal Conftancy is your Scheme, why 

-^^ not niarry? Surely Wedlock fhould 

^ only terrify the fickle? 

** Have I not often told you," iald 
Lord Bmhifter^ " with how much 
♦* Juftice IdiQike Matrimony? The ill 
^^ Fate of all my Family in that States 
^^ has created an infurmountable Aver- 
*^ fion to it in me. Befides, I am more 
** unfit for it than any Man, as being fo 
** fearful of lofing the Affe^ions of one 
" I love, that I could never be eafy 
** while it was her Intereft ^o live with 
•' me. It is true, I know, and Jove G»- 
•* philips Sincerity, but I am equally 
I 4 ** acquainted 
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** acquainted with my own Temper 5 I 
•* could fear her Truth and Opennefs 
•* of Heart (hould be corrupted by our 
** vile Cuftomy, fhe might give herfelf 
•* to me in Marriage out of Prudence 
•* and Intcreft. I would receive her as 
•• the Gift of Lx)ve alone. Her Heart 
*• muft give her to me, and mine re- 
•* ceive her as the pure Votary of Love ; 
•* mine and only mine, exclufive of all 
•* prudential, all lucrative Views. This is 
•' the trueft Blifs my Heart can know. 
•* But in the midft of all this glorious 
** imaginary Felicity, comes a-crofs this 
*• painful Queftion, Oh 1^ my Friendi 
•* when can fuch Virtue be fubdued ? I 
** fear fhe is exalted above human 
*^ Weaknefles, though to leave the Dif- 
•* pofal of herfelf to the Prieft, rather 
** than to her Heart, would be only 
^* Compliance with fervile Cuftom, arid 
^* not Virtue, which can never be the Gift 
•* of a fboliffi Ceremony ; it confifts in 
•• Conftancy not Words; and we will 
" be more conftant than licenfed ma- 
•* trimonial Couples, who love from 
*• Duty ; whofc Paflions are fo cool, 
•• they afk Leave to burn, requiring the 

Sanation 
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•* SaTiftio5 of a cold, withered, infcn- 
•* fible Prieft, to whom all powerful 
** Nature is made torelinquifli her Sway. 
•^ Ophelia ought more than any one to 
** obey that firft Parent^ who has la- 
•* viflily difpenfed to her, her belt 
^ Gifts. She who ftill enjoys her na- 
^* tural Innocence, who has made un- 
•* common Progrefs in the Knowledge 
•* of all Good, and yet remains as ig- 
" norant of Evil as on the Day fhe was 
•' firft numbered among the Species fhe 
•* was born to edipfe, has noOccafion to 
*' be confined to politicat Rules, made ta 
** keep thofe \n order who have not a bet- 
;' ter Guide within their own Minds.** 

*' Pray,** anfwered Lord Larbo* 
roughs " do not treat all the reft of 
** Women-Kind with fuch Contempt. 
" The Ignorance you boaft of is not 
•* meritorious ; if it rs you are the Per- 
•' fan who fhould have the Honour of 
•* it. Is there any Virtue in not know^ 
*-• ing the Evil fhe has never feen? You 
** have fpread the Veil which has con* 
" Cealed it all from her Eyes-, and then> 
*• like a true irrational Lover, admire- 
•* her, for not feeing what was not vifi- 
1 5 '"^ ble 
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** ble to her. Her Part is natural % 
** your Contrivance is all that can create 
** Wonder, and 1 can never think of 
** it without Sorprize. However, I can- 

V not imagine it poflible to continue 
** this Ignorance, where Matter for In- 
*' ftruftipn is fo frequent as in this 
.** Town, and to which fome of the Ac- 
** quaintance you hare introduced her, 
*' are not Novices.'* 

*' You muft have been wrapt in cold 
** Indifference all your Life-time,** re- 
" plied Lord Dorchefter^ •' or you 
** would know that nothing is impodi- 
** ble to a true Lover. A fhort Ac- 
•* quaintance with her Principles, fliew- 
** ed me the Neceffity 9f preferving her 

V from all Sufpicion of my Defign. 
'* The only Method was to keep her 
** in Ignorance of the Ways of Men 
** in this enlightened Cqrner of the 
** World. From the dull Simplicity 
•* and Innocence in which (lie was bred, 
** the leaft Shadow of Vice of any 
•^ Kind fhocks her, by which I was con- 
•* vinced her Prejudices in Favour of 
** lawful Unions muft be great. This 
^* excited my Invention, and I con- 

fidered 
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^^ fidered all Ways of keeping the 
** Difference of our Manners from her 
** Knowledge. -1 inftrufted her Ser- 
/* vant, but without iniparting nny 
♦* Reafons to her 5 and as I furnilhed 
*• her with Books, I have carefully ew- 
,** eluded all by which fhe could form 
^' a Notion of any Cuftoms, that might 
^* raife Sufpicions in her. Mind, and this 
•* I have found poflible without retard- 
•* ing any ufeful Improvement of her 
** Underftatiding. When the. Heart 
•• docs not diftate a Probability of 
** Evil in others, the Owner is eafier 
*• deceived into a good Opinion of Man- 
*\ kind than you imagine. 1 had a De- 
** fire of bringing her into the Worlds 
^^ thinking it would amufe and make 
•* her happier, which, next to my own 
•' Happinefs in one Point, is my flrd 
** Conhderation ; but here was my. great 
•^' Difficulty ; how to prevent her fee- 
*V ing, when the Objcft wa^s before her 
." Eyes, puzzled me. However, hav^ 
:** ing great Confidence in female Irr- 
•* vention, I opened my whole Scheme 
;** to my Coufin Lady Falejiine^ who, I 

. ... ; '- 5 ** kilCW 
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" knew, would willingly aflift me, as 
" (he is one of CupiJ^^ beft Friends j 
** and, like a good Woman, has fo equal 
•• a Love for her Neighbour and her- 
" felf, that (he is glad to help them 
*• in any Way wherein fhe would be 
" induftrioufly gratified. She, in this 
** Refped, lives up to the golden Rule, 
** and does to others, as fhe wouH they 
" fhould do unto her. This made her 
*' fit for my Purpofe. The Art (he 
*' has had to keep herfelf m high 
" Fafhion, and be carefJed by the 
•* World, and even by fuch whofe 
•* Behaviour and Qiarafter give one 
" Room to believe that the Merits 
" I found in her, w€re of no Ufc nor 
" Recx>nfKi>cndation to then)^ made hA 
" Acquaintance proper, for my hone(E, 
** my innocent Ofbeiidy at the fame 
•* Time (he was ufeful to me. I eftecn^ 
** the Purity of my AngePs Heart,. and 
** the Goodhefs of her Principles toa 
•* highly, to introduce her into Com- 
•* pany that might pervert ekher. It 
•* would be impolitick to leflTen the Me- 
*• rits of theObje£l of our Affc6i:ions in fo 

** effcntial 
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^*Tflential a Point, in order to gaih 
•* the Poffeflion of their Perfons. I have 
*♦ had great Reaibn to be pleaftd 
" widi my Choice : Lady Paleftine has 
^* excelled herfelf in the Management 
** of this Affair ; and fome fortunate 
** Circumftances have aflifted our De- 
•• iign. Mifs Lenoxes great Unhappi- 
** nefs at being obferved and looked at, 
** mKicYi was^ the neceffary Confequcnce 
**'oiF her appearing in publick, was df 
^* excellent Service to us^ We advifed 
•* her to be filent as to the Place of her 
•« Birth, and all the Paffages of her paft 
♦* -Life, and this on Pretence of faving 
♦* her the Pain of univerfal Obfcrva- 
♦• tion, which otherWife, by their No- 
•* velty, would be excited. She com- 
•* plied ; the reft has been our Care. 
** You know we have reported her a 
** Relation of mine, of a large For- 
** tune, left by a dying Father to my 
•• Guardranfhip." 

•* By thefe little Deceits, her Repu^ 
** tation has hitherto continued unblem- 
" ifhed. I verily believe the Envy of 
*• the World,, would by this Time have 
" : ^ fpcnt 

4 
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. ^^ fpent sk little of its Venom inSIaoH 
^^ der, had aoy other Woman been in 
/^ her Place % but the Innocence and O- 
^^ pcnoels of Heart exprefled in her 
*^ Countenance, damps all Sufpicion^ 
i^ and difarms Scandal of its Sting." 

" I have likewife contrived to pre- 
^Vvent all Intimacies with any of her 
** own Sex, except my ufeful Coufln, 
^* leaft converting with them, might 
** overthrow my Scheme. I was fonoe 
*^ Time ago,, a little uneafy at a great 
^* Difpolition I perceived in her towards 
*^ Mifs Badeth who was not unwilling 
^^ to cultivate her Acquaintance, I coutd 
^^ not wonder at either; without fee^ 
^* ing all the bad Qualities which many 
'' po0efs, the Good in Mifs Baden'% 
^^ Difpolition, fhines fo clearly that it 
** could not efcape the Obfervation of 
** Ophelia^ who fees by the Light of 
** Reafon, that beft Diftinguifhcr of 
*' Truth. An Intimacy between them 
>' fcemed natural, and I feared the ill 
** EfFefts of it; but my Uncafinefs was 
** perceived by my lovely Charmer, and, 
♦* I believe, a kind though filent Com- 

** pliance 



OPHELIA. ttj^ 

*^ pHatiCtf with it, put a Stop to all In* 
•* creafe of Acquaintance. 
- " I found fhe conftrucd my Diflikc in* 
••* to Jealoufy. She has not thfe leaft No- 
"^^ tion why we Ihould be jealous but of 
'^* our Friend's AfFcdKons, and in that 
••• Cafe, it muft be equally .excited by 
" Man or Woman, who feems, likely 
" to (hare theni with us." 

" I began now to havefewer Apprehen- 
** fions than ever of her learning the Cuf- 
'* toms of our Sex. Time and Succefs 
• have hardened me ; but inftead of 
" it another arifes, which is what I 
" have already mentioned, that I fhall 
>' never find the unguarded Moment, 
** I have fo long waited for. To de- 
" clare my Intentions, or give her Rea- 
" fon to find them out, would be lof- 
** ing all my Hope. My fole Depen- 
** dance is on the Frailty of human 
** Kind, and (he feems to be void 
" of any. I thought 1 had only a Wo- 
^ man to rcfift me •, who would have 
" expefted that an Angel fliould be hid 
•* in a Cottage, while we frail Mortals 
" inhabit Palaces?" 

I had 
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I had now heard too much, my 
Doubts were turned into the ;iioft 
painful Certainty, and I could not 
ftay to liften to more of a Conver- 
fation, every Word of which gave frefli 
Pain to ray Heart. So I retired out 
of another Door, and went to my own 
Roouu 
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UPON retiring to my Chamber, 
I found fomc Erfe from the Li- 
berty of indulging the Sighs and Tears 
which I had been obliged to fupprefs, 
while I was fo near the Caufe of all my 
Grief : I was the whole Night incapa- 

. ble of every Thing but lamenting my 
unhappy Lot, in being among a Peo- 
ple with whom I was fo unequally 
matched. The Violence of my Afflic- 
tion perfuaded me that I hated the 
Man who had occafioned it ; but as 
Dcjcftion fucceeded to Diftradtion, for 
by no other Name can I call my firft 
Emotions, the Neceflity of leaving one 
whofe Aim was my Deftruftion, in- 
formed me more certainly of the true 
State of my Heart. I found it ftill 
repined at the Thought of abfenting 
myfelf from him, whofe Prefencc ought 

* to have raifed Deteftation in me. But 
this only ferved to determine me the 
more ftrongly to fly from that Place, 
where I no longer could be fafe^ fince I 

was 
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was myfeif my Enemy j and refolvccf 
if I could not command my Heart» at 
leaft to puniih it. 

The Paft might give me fome Room 
to hope Sucqefs for the Future, but I 
would not trqft to a Confidence which 
offener deftroys than faves, while Diffi* 
dence is a wife Prcfenrer, and the beft 
Defence of the weak. To flay till we 
are fenfible of our Frailty* is remaining 
too long, I was defirous to prevent the 
Senfe of 'it, and not run the Hazard of 
being obliged to reproach myfclf for .my 
own Weakncfs. 

Convinced that I was unhappyt I was* 
however, acJ^rmincd not JO W criaak 
sial| and I could not hide from myfeif 
the Danger to which my open and art- 
lefs Temper muft expofe me, when I 
had fo deceitful and defigning aa Ad- 
verfary. The Conteft was too unequal 
to venture % but it feemed to me as dif- 
honourable to attack the artlefs with 
Arts and Deceit, as to attempt the 
Life of one who is not armed for his 
Defence. I wondered at the Ingratitude 
that could wifli to" turn a Woman's Af- 
fcdion into the Means of making her 
wretched, and rob her of the Plcafure 

of 
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of being efteemed, and of the Hearty 
felt Joy arifing from the Confcioufnefs 
of deferving to be fo, 

I was fixed in the Refolution of leavi- 
ing my Houfe, and of concealing my^ 
felf from Lord D^cbefter^ till I could 
contrive my Return to my Cottage^ 
where I might feek for Peace and eii- 
dearour to forget a vicious Race^ whom 
I had known only to fuflFer by them. 
I thought it would not Ijc fafe to at^ 
tempt this immediately, as I could not 
dbubt but my Lord would take. aU 
poffible Means of difcovering iny Rc»- 
treat ; ano, luip^wiiug ujjf i^ai x»i%\,ig^ 
tion, would more diligently watch the 
Road. Where to conceal myfelf I 
^ew not ; but had no Hopes of Safe:- 
ty among thofe who were acquainted 
with me I had now learnt to diftruft 
every one, and my too fond Heart 
found fome Rcfource in believing no. 
Man was lefs an Enemy to Virtue, than 
Lord Dorchefter. 

' The followirtg Night I fixed for my^ 
Elopement, with which I dared tnift 
Nobody, but was to tranfad); it without. 
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any Guide or Advifcr but Rcfolution 
and Fear. 

Lord Dorcbefier called feveral Times 
in the Morning, but I did not rife 
till Noon, in order to avoid feeing him, 
till I had acquired a itifEcient Cpmpofurc 
of Mind to enable me to converle. 

In the Afternoon he came again as 
X expected, I feared his Sight, though 
he had more Reafon to fear min?, the 
guilty only bfive Caufe to tremble ; but 
the great Change which was to fucceed 
this Y'lfitf made it appear dreadful to 
me. I had endeavoured to praAice 
ionic woridiy Arcs $ I thought it was 
jhange if 1 had lived fo long here 
without acquiring the Power of Difli- 
mulation ; I tried to conceal my griev- 
ed Heart under a fmiling Countenance, 
.that I might not either puzzle my Lord, 
i)T give him Room for Sufpicion. But 
I had eftecmed my own Abilities too 
ihighly; I was lefs improved than I could 
have Wiflied. 

Lord Dorcbefier at firft coming in, 
addreffed me with inexpreffible Tender- 
nefs, and Concern for my Health. The 
Variety of Emotions from the Joy I 

felt 
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felt in. the Proofs of his Affedion, 
which would have made even Sicknefs 
delightful, with the Pain that attended 
the Thought of the bad Defigns it had 
^ven Birth to, and yet how much I 
muft fufFer in relinquiffaing the great- 
eft Happinefs of my Life, overcame 
my Refolution, and brought fuch a 
Crowd of Images to my Mind, as drew 
a Flood of Tears from my Eyes, which 
never ceafed flowing for a Quarter of 
an Hour together, during the whole 
Evening. My Lord appeared greatly 
concerned at thefe Signs of Grief, and 
.was importunate to know the Reafon 
of them. I could only attribute them 
to Diftemper, and, according to the 
Faftiion of the Place, complain of 
my Spirits. This did not make him 
cafy ; he declared, he could not forbear 
fufpedling fome hidden Cauie ; and by 
the many Aflurances of his conftant 
and increafing Affedion with which he 
endeavoured, to remove my Melancholy, 
I perceived he imagined roe a Prey 
to jealous Fancies. I was glad his 
Thought took that Turn ; for I was in 
great Fear, that my Weaknefs in thus 

fhcwing 
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ihewing the Situatioa of my Minldy 
might haje creiusd better groucraed Suf* 
ptdons ; efpectally at his going away, 
'whkh was not till, very late, I had 
not Power to tell him it was Time 
he (houM leare me» and he ^was aot 
fficlined to make that Difcovery him- 
felf; but at lafty the Watchman foroed 
him to obferve the Hour, and Care of 
my Health induced him to obey its 
Call to Reft. I was determined this 
ihould be the laft infierriew I would 
ever have with htm. The Thou^t 
that I (hould never fee him more, had 
fo violent an Effeft on my depre(&d 
Spirits, that, as foon as be was out of 
the Room, I fainted away. I believe it 
was not long before I recovered my Sen- 
fes. I found myfelf in his Arms, and 
my Maid rubbing my Temples, while 
he was holding a Bottle for me to fmeli 
to. He had, as I afterwards learnt, 
returned on the Noife I made in fall* 
ing, and findmg me on the Floor, call- 
ed my Maid to ailift him, in bringing 
me agam to Life. The Joy I felt from 
the Tenderncfs of his Behaviour, on 
my coming to myfelf, was ill luited to 
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iny Intention. It vras long before he^ 
ifvould leave, me, but the fec<md Part* 
ing *was not fo bad as the firft. To get 
quit of my Maid, I was obliged to go 
to Bed, As foon as (he was out of the 
Room, I dreflcd myfelf anew, and fat 
down to write to Lord Dcrchejter^ to 
the ibUowing Purpofe. 



My Loud, 

*• /i S little as a Man can defcrve 
** /\ to find a Place in the Thoughts- 
** OT one on whom his Views have been 
** fo ungenerous and low, yet I cannot 
** forbear informing you, that aDifcove- 
^* ry of your bafe Defigns, has rendered 
'^ it neceflary for me to fly you. Was my 
** Pride equal to my Love, I (hould be 
*•* alhamed, that in our laft Interviews, 
** I difcovercd fo much Sorrow in part- 
^ ing with one who never had any 
^ true Aflfeftion for tne. But why 
•» fhbuld I blofh <at not fufpefting 
^** Intentions in you, which I thought 
^* noHeatt had been badenough to har- 
^* bout ? My owti made me a Dupe to 
*^ the Appearance ^f yours. It was not 

•^ difficult 
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^' difficult for me to believe, that the Ge- 
•* nerofity, the Tendcrnefs, the Efteem 
•* you appeared to have for me, were 
«* real. Though I deferved little of 
*^ it, it feemed to me lefs injurious to 
«* fuppofe you miftaken than deceit- 
«* ful. The Underftanding of the wifeft 
^' Man may err, but I did not imagine 
*' the Heart of any one could be fo 
** corrupted. I own, that at this Mo- 
«• ment, I ftill repay in real Fondnefs, 
•' all the Arts you pra6lice to make 
^' me believe it mutual ; in the Midft 
" of my Refentment my Love is as 
*' ftrong as ever. I am fenfible you 
** have for ever deftroycd my Happi- 
** nef5 ; 1 can never enjoy a Moment's 
" Comfort abfent from you. The hap- 
" py Compofure of my Mind is turned 
*' into ^Diftraftion ; my Conftitution is 
*' not equal to the Sorrows that attack 
*' it. But this is not my Grief. I am 
** the Greatur? of Providence, and mufl: 
** without repining wait its Decrees ; if 
>' without Ingratitude I might wifh to 
." lofe the Life it has given me, I 
*' fhould pray, for Death as the de- 
•* firable End of a miferaWe. Being, 

^ ^ " One 



OPHELIA: i9i 

^ One EfFeft I would gladly hope my 
•* Sufferings may have on you. Let them 
*• ihew you how wretched you aimed at 
•* making one who deferved not to re- 
** ceive fo much Evil at your Hands;,' 
•' Think what Torment the Succefs of 
• your vile Arts nriuft have given me, 
** firtte to avoid the Chance of it, I can 
^ without Hefitation reduce myfelf to 
^' fo great a Misfortune as leaving the 
*• Joy of my Life, your Company! 
•* Let this deter yoq for the Future, 
•* from leading others into the fame 
•* unhappy Circumftances, I wifh an 
•' Anoendment of your Principles for 
•* your own Benefit ; for I feel a fincere 
*• Pity for the Ignorance you muft live 
** in of the greatefl: Pleafures, thofc 
,** arifing from a truly affectionate, ge-- 
** nerous, pure and honeft Heart. As for 
•* myfelf, it can no longer be of far- 
.** thcr Confequence to my Peace ; I fhall 
.•* not even know what paffes here, I 
** will not remain among a People to 
*^ whom I am fo ill fuited. Opinion 
*^ had raifed you almoft to a Deity; 
*^ finding you fall fo far below what 
. Vol. n. K . *• even 
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** even a human Creature Ihould btf, 
*' I can't help doubting myfelf al- 
«* fo, and, therefore, will never fee you 
•' more. I will return to my little Cod- 
*• tage where I (hall behold no Adions 
•* but what are juft and confiffelnt; 
** where Innocence is no TemputioA 
*' to Vice, nor made a Means towards 
** the Poffeffor's Deftruaion. In that 
**' dear Solitude, my Love will be repaid 
'* by AflFedion, by the only worthy 
** (ibjedl of it, and our Hearts tmited 
*• with Sincerity and Truth. There 
*• I lived, blelTed .indeed, in Inno- 
*' cence 5 all that was dear to me 
** within my Sight; I had nothing 
*' to regret, nothing to figh for, no 
♦* Thought, no With fo fupprefs j ac- 
*Vtuated by Virtue, with Virtue alone 
•' 1 loved my fingle Friend ; happy 
** in knowing no more, I enjoyed a 
** conftantScate of Contentment. Think 
*' my Lord fiom what you have taken 
•* me, and what Mifery you have 
^* brought on her, who, notwithftand- 
*' ing ail Diftance, the ImpoITibility of 
" feeing you again, and the great Rea- 

♦« fOQ 
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,«* fon flie has to hate you, mufl: ever 
•' remain attached to you in the ten- 

^' dereft Manner! This is your Do- 
*' ing, this the EflFeft you call Love ! 
*' This the Reward of mine ! But why 
•* fliould I reproach you, when I can- 
" not rcfent as I ought ? I am too lit- 
*' tie Miftrefs of myfelf to write more. 
^* Heaven preferve you! rpay you ne- 
" ycr feel Keoiorfc enough to give 
•* you equal Pain to that I endure! I 
** would have your Jleart improve by 

. •• Reafon, and not by Suffering. Once 

^ •* more accept my Prayers, my beft 
*' Wiflies; you are the only Object I 
«* have for them, 1 myfelf excluded, 
*' ijnce all I ought to wilh for, is a 
« total Forgetful nefs of you, and if I 
" cannot part with your Image, Mi- 

•*« fery is attached to it. If you can 
" help it, do not quite forget me, 
'* think of me, as one who has fuch 

. ** an AfFeftion for you, as in the great 
•* World -cannot be equalled ; flbink 
*' of me as anxious for your Happi- 
" nefs, while I am fufFering by you % 
•' who could receive any Evil by Self- 
K 2 " Condem- 
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«« Condemnadon rather than part with 
** you, rather than opce fay Adieu. But 
*• it iTiuft be fo ; the God you haw 
*' offended, forgive and Wefs you/* 

This Letter was not written without 
Torrents of Tears, with which my Pa- 
per was fo blotted, that it was fcarce^ 
ly legible ; but the Interruptions my 
Sorrow gav^ took up fo much of 
the little Time Idft me, that I had not 
Leifure to write it over again, and if 
] had, I .might not have mended it. 
As foon as it ^as finiflied, I laid it 
where I imagined it would be found, 
though not the firft Moment I was miff- 
ing. I then put as nnich Money in my 
Pocket as I thought requifite. Without 
fcrupling to fave myfclf at the Expence 
of the Perfon who had reduced me to 
the Want of fuch Affiftance, I took 
no more than I believed neceffary ; if 
1 had, it would hot have been fo juf- 
tifiable. I loaded myfelf with Linen 
and other Things that 1 might want, 
and could conveniently carry. The Jew- 
els, Watches, Trinkets, and every Thing 
valuable, J put up with the Money in 

my 
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my bureau, and inclofed the Key of it 
in the Letter ro my Lord*. Grief pu- 
rifies the Heart. So much had it Tef-, 
fened my Vanity, that Things which in 
Poffcflion, had given me a foolifli Plea- 
fore^ were now of no more worth in my 
Eyeis than a Piece of.Glafs. By this 
Time Day began to dawn. I ftole down 
Stairs, and unbarring the Street Door 
as gently as I could, I went out. I got 
through that, and the adjacent Streets, 
as quick as poffible, and walked a great 
Way, before People were ftirring, with- 
out knowing where I was. I went inr- 
to the firft Houfe where Lodgings were 
to be let, and the People up, and h'reJ 
a Room, well fatisfied with my Situa- 
tion, becairie*it Was at a' great Diftance 
from that I lately lived in, and from 
my Lord's Houfe. I learnt I was in a^ 
Part of the City, and took a back Room 
that I might run no Hazard of being, 
fcen from the Street. The People where 
1 lodged were quiet and civil, and too^ 
bufy to be very curious. 

As foon as I had hired my Chamber, 

I (hut myfelf in it, and indulged my 

Grief with, greater Freedom than I had 

K 3 yec 
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yet ventured to do. The Tears which 
had only fallen gently down my Face as 
I walked through the Streets, for I could 
not confine them entirely, now came 
with double Force, and did not ceafe till 
I grew fo weary with the. Agitation of 
my Mind, Want of Reft, and a Walk 
far too long for my decayed Strength, that 
I fell afleep for fome Hours. 

This refrefticd my Body, but could 
not relieve my Heart, that remained the 
fame, or rather acquired new -Strength 
only to grieve with more violence, 

I grew very ill by Nighty and kept 
my Bed for two Days. From that Trme 
my Health began to mend, and I b^ 
came fomewhat more coippofcd« 



cn AT. 
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CHAR XLVI. 

LORD Larborougb had placed Spif s 
upon me, by which Meanr ht 
learnt the Place of mf Aboc^e, and 
came the Day after my Efcape -, but 
I was not able to fee him till the latter 
End of that Week, and was then but 
very unfit for Company. He addreffed 
me in the moft afFedtionate Manner, 
^* lamented my unhappy Fate, and the 
** unworthy Hands into which I had 
" fallen. Applauded my Rcfolution ia 
*•* leaving Lord Dorcbefter^ and admired 
^* my Innocence. He ardently wiftied 
.** he could have faved me from the 
** impending Danger which threatened 
*• me, without making my Happinefs a 
.*• Sacrifice to my Virtue. You heard," 
faid he, " Lovely OpbeUa^ how I en- 
** deavoured to fhew my Friend, that 
•• he ought not t> be averfc to mar- 
^* rying you. I had done much more 
•* at other Times ; I have reprc- 
^* fented to him the great Charm of 
•*• your innocence, which ihould prc- 
K 4 •* ferve 
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•• ferve itfelf by difarming al! bad De* 
•• fign^. J proved to him an Alliance 
•* with you, could not hurt his Pride, 
" fince it nnuft do Honour to a Man 
•• of any Rank. It could not cxcufe 
*• the Fears he txpreffed of Matrimo- 
^' ny, as your nunicrous Virtues fecured 
•' him from every Evil that can attend 
" the State of Wedlock. In Point of 
" Intereft no Man could be fo bigot- 
^ ted to Money, as to think it com- 
^ parable to your Worth. Others might 
** bring him Gold, you would make 
*^him Poffeffor of more Wealth, of ^ 
^* nobler Kind of Riches, than Peru or 
** Mexico could yield. Thefe are the 
** Arguments I have ufed to perfuadis 
^* him to marry you/ But his Notions 
** are fo depraved, that all I could fay 
** made no Imprefllon on his Mind % 
*• indeed, it was vain to hope it would ^ 
*• if his Love and the faireft Miracle 
^* of Virtue, could not difpofe him to 
** Juftice, how fhould my Arguments 
" have that Power ? They could not be 
" fo prevalent as every Look, every 
•♦ Word and Aftion of the innocent 
•* Ophelia muft have been, to any one 

" who 



OPHELIA. 20P 

^* who had the fmalleft Seeds of Virtue 
•* in their foeaft ; I (hould have be- 
•* licved the moft debauched Man liv*- 
** ing could not have harboured a mo- 
^ mentary Thought againft the Virtue 
" which appeared fa amiable. Pardoa 
•* me the Blafphemies 1 uttered againft 
** you in^ the Converfetion you over- 
•* heard; They all agree w4th^ my real 
♦' Sentimente, my Heart Wed for what 
*** you^ were fuffering; while I treatecf 
" his Opinion fo' highly, but I was 
" obliged to put that Force on myfelfi 
** to make him more openly declare 
** Sentiments,, which I would have 
" given my Life to have changed iit* 
•* to fuch as would have been agreeable 
** to your Wifties, and due to your 
**^ Merits. It was with the utmoft Dif- 
** ficulty, 1 performed my Talk, and* 
^ profecuted a Difcoarfe which tore 
*' my Heart by* friendly Sympathy wittf 
" yourV 

This elaborate Speech of Lord i^r- 
horoughh furprized me a little ; it feem* 
ed fo honeft and affedionate, diat during" 
£bme PartSj I believed his Difp^fitiort' 
was fttitable to his ExprefHons, but he 
K 5, mixedi 
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mixed (o much Flattery with his Panc^ 
gyricks on my Virtue, that I told hinip 
*^ I hoped, I had, indeed, enough to 
^* prtferve me from committing any 

V crinainal Adtion ; but where was the 

V .Miracle of this ? Thoufands would 
•• do the fanne. If it preferved me 
** from Cenfure, I had all I could re- 
•* quire from it; but I faw no Reafoo 
•* to commend rac fo highly for hav- 
•* ing only done my Duty, and that 
** merely when one Virtue was con- 
*• ccrned ; a fmall Portion to be proud 
" ofi. when wc ought to be poffeffed 
*• of fo many ;^ he could not have given 

V me more Praife, had I adted up to 
^ the Laws of general Pcrfedlion, la 
" behaving differently from what I had 
^^ done, Lfhould have been very cri- 
•* minal ;. but I couid {Scarcely think 
*^ myfelf quite juftified, unlefs^ I had 
*^ that proper Love for Virtue which 
** would make me hate the Former of 
•* vile Schemes, as well as induce me to 
•* avoid him ; whereas I had not arrived 

V even at Anger, Grief poffeffed my 
** whote Soul, and left no Room, for any 
*t other Sentiment. I ftill loved to Ex- 

^ cefi> 
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*• cefs the Man to whom I owed my 
•* SuflFerings v and while I fled from him, 
** and rcfolved never again to fee hi«tt, 
,** I endeavoured to excufe him, and 
*^ blame only Education aind perni- 
/• cious Cuftom, which had, by cor- 
^* rupting his Principles, rendered nie 
/'a moft unhappy Woman/* My Tears 
flowed almofl: inceflaritly. Lord Larbo^ 
rough /pineA in them, and wept too, 
till I grew convinced df the pure Fricnd- 
fliip he profeffed. He frequently ex- 
claimed agaipfl: '^ the Bafentfs of a 
" Man, who could mean nfie xil, and 
** with all the Appearance of Sinceri- 
** ty declared, how incapable- he- Ihould 
** have been, of fuch Behaviour, had 
•* he been bleffed with my Love ; ' he 
«* would have adored mie with a pure 
** Devotion, have looked on Hymen a& 
** his tutelar Deity, and have eftcemed 
•* himfdf the happieft of Mankind if 
" I would have conferred an eternal 
" Obligation on him by becoming his 
« Wife/* 

Many more Things he faid to raifc 
his own Charadier, and blacken Lord 
Donb€fiir\ which fcrved only to en- 

creafe 
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creafe my Afiedion, as I grieved as 
much for my Lord's Depravity, as for 
my own Sufierings, independently of 
the Conneftion between them. 

AJl Locd Lariorougb faid, was uttered 
with fuch an Air of Tendemefs, and 
mixed with fo many Ezpreflions of 
F<Midnefs, tbat^ at laft, I began to think 
his Sentiments were beyond thofe of 
Friendfhip, which I thought I muft de- 
teft in a Country where People can be 
led by Love, to do A&ions fo unwor- 
thy of themfelvesy and fo inconfiftent 
with the reft of their Charader. I was 
fully convinced of it, when after find* 
ing Fault with my Lodging, and la- 
menting '* that I who ought to receive 
*^ the Services of Mankind, (for he 
*• mixed the moft fulfome Flattery 
" with every Thing he faid) fliould be 
•* void of neceflary Attendance and 
•• Convenience, he follicited me to 
•• accompany him to one he would 
*• find out for me, where I fliould be 
" fcrved in a Manner worthy -of me, 
•• and all poffible Care taken to alle- 
** viate my Grief, and affift Time in 
y conquering it/' This Propofal ftartled 

" me. 
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. ^ me. I told him, " that Flattery was 
•• no Means of pleafing me. \ looked- 
•* on it in no better Light than as zxt 
^ indireft Accufation of an infuferable 
" Vanity and FoHy, fincc it fliewcd 
«* an Expcftation of being believed. 
•* That in a Country where Benevolence 
•* and Juftice reigned, I might, indeed,, 
•* expeft fo much of the Service of 
^ Mankind, as tended to that mutual^ 
^ Defence, due from all Fellow Crea- 
•♦ tures to each other v but. as here Mo- 
*• ney only obtained that Affiftance,. 
•* which Humanity fliould give, I had 
*• little Title to any, nor the leaft On 
*• cafion for thofe venal Services, whieh' 
^ I had been accuftomed 60 perform for 
•• myfelf. If Reafon and proper Indig- 
*• nation could not conquer my Afflio* 
** tion, I feared' it was beyond tKePoiiF- 
** er of any Thing olfe to perform ir., 
•* But that his Lordftiipfs Offer fui^ 
** prized me ;• he feemed to have forgot 
^ that he was inviting me into a Situ»- 
** tion which Lhad learnt from him^was- 
^ fo unufual in England^ that it was^ 
•* always thought criminal. Hie. re- 
•* plied,, that, ** he allowed, the Truth: 
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^^ of what I alledged, but he would 
•* remove all Objcftions from the mali- 
^ cious Cenfures of Mankind, by keep- 
^ ** ing every Circumftance concerning me 
*^ fo private^ and ordering his own Vifits 
'* fo prudently* that no one fliould have 
•• Room to fufpedk that I was not whol- 
•• ly Miftrcfs of myfclf, and every 
** Thing belon^g to me,'' I told him 
that, *^ hitherto I had been only uo- 
*** fortunate, what Imprudence I had 
/* been guilty of, muft be laid to the 
** Chargeof unavoidable Ignorance; but 
•* if I was to accept his Offer, I fliould 
^ efteem myfelf greatly blameable. 1 
'^^ thought it was wrong to a£fc coq- 
•* trary to the Cuftoms of the People 
■^* among whom we live, unlefs in Con- 
^ tradition to their Vices. Want of 
•* Concealment argued a Degree of 
^^ Guilt, and whether arifing from Vice 
*** or only Folly, it was our Duty to 
^ avoid it. Nothing more was required 
•* to render me unhappy, than to be 
•* obliged to make a Secret of my 
•• Thoughts and Adtions. Befidcs, I 
*^ made no E)oubt but the Sufpicions of 
J* Mankind were founded on Experience 

" and 
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f< and Probability, which was a fuffii- 
«« cient Reafon to induce me to avoid 
*• giving Caufe for them. That m m^ 
^ Opinion a Womaji who did one im- 
f* prudent Thing premeditatelyv gave 
^ good Grounds to fafpedt her oi more, 
V and was guilty, at leaft, of beings th^ 
♦* Caufe of all the UHtruths People 
^^ thought an4>faid about her, which 
^* was a ^eater Load than I cbofe to 
^ have on my Confcience. That i was 
*^ determined to appear guiltlefs, so 
*^ well as to be fo, and therefore would 
•* continue where I was, or change on- 
** ly to fome Place of my own provid- 
•* ing/* He fpcnt no fmall 'time m 
endeavouring to perfuade me, thai 
*^ neceflary Concealments could be no 
^* Pain to any one blefied with the Con* 
^^ fcioufneis of Innocence/' But I, ac 
laft, convinced him, that I woul^ not 
confent to it. It. was with Difficulty I 
prevailed on him to leave me to my 
own Thoughts, though it was really 
late at Night. I cannot fay they were 
to his Honour. The Treachery I had 
dtfcovered made me now as fufpicious 
y before i was the contrary, which 
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mufl: naturally tend to the Difadvantage 
of Lord Larhrougb^ fince nothingcouid 
give me more Reafon to believe he har- 
boured fome bad Defign-, than his En- 
deavours to draw me into a Way o£ 
Life of which he bad told me the Ini- 
propriety, when it ferved to get away 
nt)m Lord Dorcbefier. Could I forbear 
iufpefting them of being equally cul« 
pable? It was happy for me, that they 
were fo, for asl fearHumanity would not 
have been of fo much Service to me ai(* 
Lord Larhorougb^i Jealoufy and Defire* 
to get me into his Power, I could noD 
attribute what he had done to any other 
Caufe, fince he could wiih* to lead me 
into Part of the Evil from which he 
had ftrongly rcprefented the Neceflity 
of my flying. I had Reafon^ however,, 
to thank Heaverf, that the bad Intent 
tions of one ill Pcrfon thus faved me- 
from the Dangers threatened me by aiio« 
ther, equally my Enemy ; and could* 
not hate Lord Larhrougb for his Senti- 
ments, fince they, turned fo much to my 
Benefit. But 1 feared I might find him' 
fome Obftruftion to my Departure, and' 
without chat Addition I had too many Im- 

^ pediment^. 
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pediments, and no* one to aflTift me. I 
dared not trufl: any Body, and had a 
Mind too ill at Eafe tO' take any Mea^ 
furcs for myfelf. I could only grieve 
for my Misfortune, incapable of form- 
ing a rational Thought towards redrew 
ing them. How often,^ in^ my Wifties 
for the friendly Relief of Death, was I 
checked by the Remembrance of my 
kind Parent, the Nurfe and Inftru^or o€ 
my Youth! But for the Confolation t 
hoped my Prefcnce would afford her, 
the Grave would have been my fole De- 
lire, for that alone I thought could bring 
me Eafe -, but I preferred the fuffering 
any Evil to the Increafe of the Pain I 
bad already involuntarily given her, and 
this Confideration controuled my ardenC 
,Wi(hes for its kind Hand. 

When I^rd Larborougb found neithet 
F^rfuafion nor Flattery could prevaiL • 
upon me to put myfelf into his Power, 
he tried whither Fear would not be more 
his Friend. He [)eftered me every Dajc 
with hia V.iGts, and invented new StOr 
ties to alarm me. At one Time he 
pretended. Lord Borcbefter had difcoyer^ 
cd where I was,^ and therefore *' thought 

" *^hi^ 
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" his Service might not be unexception- 
*' able in procuring me fome fafer Afy- 
♦* lum/' But i told hi^m, that, " be- 
^^ ing lefs known in the' Town than his 
** Lardftiip, I could more fccurely per- 
•5 form that Office for myfelf -^^ fully 
determined to conceal my new Habita- 
tion with equal Care from both. I gave 
Orders to the People of the Houle to 
admit no one that wanted to fee nie, 
and tried every means to prevail on Lord 
Larborough to leave me, that I might 
feek another Lodging, for in one Ke- 
fped: he had fucceeded, he had frighted 
me extremely. But, notwithftanding my 
mofl: preOing Intreaties, and a good Deal 
ef ti(ncivilty, for my Patience was ex- 
haufted, yet he would not go away till 
Night ; and then finding no Enquiry 
had b^n made after me, I was pretty 
well convinced the whel^ was his owA 
Invention. 

Another Day he informed me I had 
got into a Houfe of ill Repute, open- 
ing to me a Scene of Iniquity, as ap-, 
reared to me entirely incredible, and 
frankly told him, '* it was impoffible 
*^ thirre fhould be fuch Monfters in the 

** Form 
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•• Form of Women as he rcprefented, 
•* but I was, above all, furc my Land- 
•* ladjr was not of that Kind, the Houfe 
^* being extremely quiet, fhc having lit* 
** tie Company, no young Peffon bc- 
•* longing to her; and befidc depend- 
*' ing on a Shop for her Support, which 
•* muft render the infamous Trafick he 
•* mentioned contrary to her Intereft, 
*' fince it would pot a Stop to her 
*• lawful and honeft Trade/* 

1 grew at length fo difgufted with a 
Man, who could endeavour to increafe the 
Agony of my Mind, out of fuch bafe 
Views as thefe various Falfhoods more 
and mo.re convinced me a£tuated him, 
that I could fcarcely endure his Prefence, 
While I believed he expofed LordD^^ 
iiefier^s Dcfigns out of real Humanity, t 
jionottred him. Virtue is a Man*sf firft 
Friend, and his Regard for it is iievA 
put to a feverer Trial than when its In* 
tereft cla(hes with the Schemes of thofe 
whom he mod loves, and therefore he 
who gives it its true Preference, is great- 
ly to be applauded. But Lord Lor- 
borough ^ Motives made his Behaviour 
treacherous, and thclDifcovery of them 

turned 
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turned all the Gratitude I. had at firft 
felt towards him, ta Providence, wha 
bad a better Right to it. To that was 
1 indebted for my Safety, which was fe- 
cured by meeting with two Men whofe 
Views were equally bafe, and both alikji 
fixed on me. In the Moments of my 
mod exceffive Grief> I reflefted on this as 
a. Blefling, and aJl my Soul was filled with 
Gratitude^ when otherwife my Wretdv- 
ednefs might have tempted me to an inv- 
pious Repining, that guilt leis, and con- 
trary to any voluntary Steps of my owa 
taking, I ihould,. by various Degrees,, be 
led to the Mifery 1 endured. 

I hoped that Defpair, might at lafl-, itN 
cline Lord Lariorougb ro aflfift me in m{ 
.^Return to my Cottage, but I had vainly 
flattered myfelf, he would not even give 
mc any Advice, as to the Manner I fiiould 
contrive it, and inftead of removing the 
.Difficulties that lay in my Way, took a 
Pleafure in ftarting new ones. All the Be^ 
JDefit I reaped from a Behaviour which he 
called ungrateful^ was an Abatement in 
the Frequency of his Vifits 5 and, that I 
confefs, was fome Reward. 

CHAP. 
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FOR a Fortnight after I efcapcd from 
Lord Dorcbefter% I bad lived with- 
out feeing any one except Lord Lurbd^ 
rough. But the People where I lodged, 
having as much Pity for my Melancholy, 
as they had Leifure to ifeel ; were, at laft, 
fo preffing with me to drink Tea with 
•^etti, that I could no longer refufe \t^ 
■chough 1 was not very fit for Company.' 
. They had been fo obliging as to order 
•their Servant to admit no Body, incom- 
pliance with my Defire, but before we 
parted, by Miftalce, (he brought in a Vi« 
- (iter, who, the Maid knowing their Re- 
' gard to him, imagined it muft be agree- 
.able. Jt was fo indeed to me, for it prov- 
-^d to be Mr. Souib. 

:His Behaviour when I was Mrs. Hir- 

«r's Prifoner, had crcaced in ine fo much 

Eftcem, that I often begged my Lord 

to give him the firft great Living in bis 

♦<5ift, which fhould prov^ vacant, and 

. he had promifed me he would do it. 

As 
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As defirous as I had been of remain- 
ing concealed, I could not be forry to fee 
Mr. South. He feemed rejoiced to meet 
with me again, and afked Leave to wait 
on me the next Morning i vefy much 
puzzled by the Way I appeared in, as 
it differied greatly from the Rank he 
thiagined me of, by TJhings^ihe/heard 
after my leaving hts Neighbourhood. I 
was not without my Reafons for being 
glad to kaive fome. private- Cohv^atton 
iwith him. I had Sufficient Proof that 
he was fit to be trufted, and hoped with 
his Aififtance, to get foon from iMidofk 

He had not been long with me be- 
fore I communicated to him the Difficul- 
ties of ttiy Situation, and told him, that 
•* although I had once rejefted his friend- 
•« ly Offers of contriving my Efcape, I 
«* Ihould now be highly indebted to him, 
*' if he would order my Journey for me, 
^* in the Way he thought moft fafefrom 
«* Difcovery. That I hoped. Lord D^- 
*' chefter had taken for granted, that I 
** was returned to my Aunt before that 
** Time, and therefore would have no 
** Sufpicions of finding me on the Road; 
" but that to prevent it more certainly, 

it 
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♦* it might be bcft to go round by feme 
♦* Country that did not lie diredly in 
•* the Way.** He was greatly aflfeacd 
with my Diftrcfs, and tried all the Pow- 
er of Perfuafion to compofe my Mind. 
He oflfered to go to Lord Dcrcbefter^ in 
order to learn whether the Certainty of 
being unable to fucoeed in his Inten«- 
tions, might not make him glad to man- 
ly me. But this I abfolutcly rcfufed, I 
had Pride enough to think one with, his 
Prmciplq^ did not deferve me •» but there 
vrereConfiderations of ftill more Weight. 
The Account he gave of his Averfion to 
Marriage, and the Impropriety of his own 
Temper, for that State, gave a Woman 
Heafon to fear Ihe might not be happy 
as. his Wife: I had already undergone the 
worft Part of the Pains of Separation, it 
would have been very (imple to fubje£t 
myfelf to fuffer it all over again, when 
by living longer with him, myAflPe&ion 
was ftill increafed; for with all hisFaults, 
I faw him amiable beyond ExpreflTion. 
Befides, as well as I loved him^ I^would 
not have turned Beggar, no not even fcJr 
himfeif. What Happinefs could I have 
«xpe£led from a Love which I thought 

his 
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his Adions proved was not founded on 
Efteem ! Marriage would not make me 
fee it in a different Light, as I could not 
but know the Defire of it arofe in him 
merely from ungovernable Paflion, not 
Principle, and, 1 muft, therefore, always 
£rar his repenting it, as he could not be- 
lieve me more worthy of being for ever 
united to hipi than before I left him. 

I was fo pofitive in the Point, that 
Mr. Sotab did not at all infift on the £x<> 
/ecution of his Offer, but, oh the contra* 
jy commended my Spirit, and appeared 
«xtremely pleafed with it; the Reafon of 
which I did not find out till the next 
Day, and then admired the Generofity 
of his Mind^ in having been fo ready ta 
undertake an Office, wherein he certain- 
ly could not wifli to be employed. 

In the fecond Vifit he begged, I would 
forgive his renewing the Offer I had once 
rcfufed of the whole Service of his Life 
and Fortune. He preffed it in the gen- 
tceleft and tendereft Manner imaginable. 
I told him, " I was very forry he had 
" ftill a Wifh depending on me, which 
" I could not grant ; but that I was ab- 
*• folute in my Determination to return 

" to 
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** to my Aunt, and on no Account could 
** think of marrying a Man whom I did 
*' not love better than any other in the 
" World/' He replied, that, " he knew 
** his Misfortune in that Refpedl ; but 
** would- never repine at it, if I would 
*^ but grant him the fecqnd Place in my 
^^ Efteem, and give an Opportunity to 
** his fincere Aflfc£lioii, to make him, 
*' in Time, happy in the Pofleffion of 
•* my liew.** He added, that ^ tte 
•* Delicacy which made me avei[fe to 
** Marriage in the prefent Situation of-my 
*' Mind, was a fufEcient Affurance that 
•* if I was married to him, I would join 
** my Endeavours to his, to get the better 
*' of a Love which my Principles would 
** not fuffer me to encourage ; he would 
•* wait thofe happy Effeds with Patience, 
" and with Gratitude acknowledge, the 
** prefent Blefling of being united to 
" me ; which he (hould prefer to the 
" Poffeflipn of the whole Heart of any 
" other Woman." In this Manner did 
he importune me long, and very re- 
. ludantly believed, that I wai immovea- 
ble on this Subjed:. I grieved to affli(5t 
him, but what could I do ? I could not 
Vol. II. L marry 
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marry him, it was better, therefore, to 
rcprcfs his Hopes at once. This Topkk 
made him fo little fit for other Conver- 
fation, that during this Vifit, I got no 
Intelligence with regard to my leaving 
London. 

The next Day he feemed cafier than 
when he left me, and agreed to affift me 
as expeditioufly as poffible. We deter- 
mined that I fhould take a Coach to 
myfelf, and go through Nortbamptonjhire 
into Oxfordjhire^ and then ftrike into the 
Weftern Road. And he promifed, that 
the Day following he would feek for 
one. I wiflied him lefs flow in procur- 
ing the Means of my Departure; could I 
have tranfafted it myfelf, I fliould have 
proceeded with more Hafte. If an un- 
happy Perlbn could be fo inhuman as to 
receive Comfort from perceiving others 
were fo as well as hcrfelf, I might have 
found fome Confolation the next Morn- 
ing from a Scene to which I was Wit- 
nefs. I happened, by Chance, to be in a 
little Room belonging to the People of 
the Houfe, that had a Door and a Win- 
dow into the Shop. I faw a very pretty 
L^dy making fome Purchafc there, when 

at 
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at once I heard her fcream ; and a Gen- 
tleman, whofe Face I could not fee, ex- 
prefs great SatisfaAion at meeting her. 
Her Surprize gave him Time to reproach 
her, for ** having fo long avoided him, 
" refufing bpth his Vifits and his Let- 
" ters, denying him all Opportunity of 
" juftifying himfelf, for an Event, in 
** which fhe muft acknowledge he was 
** not to blame.*' She ftruggled to get 
from him, and begged, he would let her 
go, but he held her Hand fo faft, that fhe 
was obliged to hear him proteft the mofl: 
violent Paffion, and affure her, that *' he 
" had taken all proper Meafures to bring 
*' her to the appointed Place, but had 
" been ftrangely difappointed in having 
*' another Lady brought inftead of her.'* 
YourLadyihip may imagine, that one 
whofe Heart like mine, was filled with 
Love, would be attentive to any Thing 
that had the leaft Relation to it; but 
I became ftill more fo on what the Gen- 
tleman faid. By her Endeavours to get 
from him, I, at laft, faw his Face, and 
perceived it was the Perfon to whom I 
had been carried in- my Way to London. 

L2 The 
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The Lady declared (he would mk an 
Outcry if he did not go farther from 
her, and leave her at Liberty. My Land- 
Jady then fpoke very fternly, and defired 
he would not trouble any one in her 
Shop, but let the Lady alpne. He no 
fooner let go her Hand, than (he ran to 
the Street Door, but was ftoppied by his 
placing himfelf between her and it. 
When Ihe found an Attempt to get from 
him that Way was vain, (he turned ikort, 
and feeing the Door which opened into 
the Room where^ I was, ihe fprung with 
fuch Force againft it, that not fhutting 
very well, (he broke it open, and had 
boked it on the Infide, ibefbre her Lover 
could reach it. 

Seeing me, (he* begged I would pro- 
ted her, and keep her from that Man. 
I carried her up Stairs into my Apart- 
ment, the Door of which I faftened, and 
left the Gentleman to the Difpofal of 
my Landlady. The poor Lady was no 
fooner cafed of Part of her Fear, than 
Ihe fell into a Fit, which greatly alarm-* 
cd me, but I durft not open the Door to 
call any one. When (he came to her- 
jelf, flie burft into Tears. Her Cafe, 

in 
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in fome Degree, refctnbled mine, which 
made me accompany her in weeping. 

She begged me again, not to let the 
Man from whom (he had fled, come up 
Stairs. I told her, " I had once igno- 
•' rantly been her Protedlor, and that 
** now 1 would be fo defigncdly.*^ I 
then informed her, that I was the Per- 
fon who had been carried to his Lord- 
fhip'sHoufe when he expefted her, and 
gave her an Account of my Reception^ 
and what fucceeded it. 

She feemed to receive fome Satisfac- 
tion from finding herfelf with one who 
knew fome Part of her Hiftory, but ex- 
prefled her Aftonifliment at feeing nie 
in fuch an Habitation, haviag, as (he 
faid, ** underftood that I. was a Rda- 
** tion of Lord Dorcbejier^ and from the 
" Difturbance he had been in> fhe could 
** fuppofe no other ; and yet the Place 
' ^ in which I now lived, was not at all 
** proper for any of his Family." 

So many Chrumftances in what either 
fiud, touched fome tender Part of the 
other^s Heart, that more was expreffed 
by Tears than by Words. They were 
the only Anfwers I made to her Expref- 
L3^ fiona^ 
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fions of Surprize, till I found (he ittif- 
conftrued them, by her telling , me, 
that, " fhe feared Lord Dorcbefter was 
•* not Proof^ againft Pride and Beauty, 
" which together, made Men do very 
" wrong Things. She had had a better 
** Opinion of his Lordlhip, his Behaviour 
** to her deferved eternal Gratitude ; 
*' but fhe was afraid I had not an equal 
•' Obligation to him. She affured me, 
•* fhe pitied me fincerely, for that my 
" Youth and the very great Amiabienefs 
•' of his Lordfhip were ftrong Excufes, 
** if 1 obferved a different Behaviour for 
" the Future, Offering me any Kind of 
** Affiftance in her Power, and exhort- 
• ing me to a regular Life.** ThefeSuf- 
picions raife4 my indignation ; I could 
not forbear anfwering with great Warmth 
that, " her Opinion injured me greatly, 
•* and it was cruel, by fuch an Imputa- 
^* tion, to add to the Afflidtion 1 was 
•• under." 

She begged my Pardon in the hand- 
fomefl Manner, made all Kind of Sub- 
mifTions, and excufed herfelf fo well on 
the Probability of the Thing, that I 
forgave her, and complied with her Re- 

queft 
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queft in relating to her, in as few Words 
as polfible y the Occafion of the Differ- 
ence fhe faw in my Situation. She fhew* 
ed a very real Compaflion for me, and of- 
fered to take me Home with her, to her 
Aunt's, where they would carefully con- 
ceal me. But " I entreated her, not even 
*' to mention me to that Relation, as it 
" muft redound to my Lord's Difho- 
" nour 5 and I thought myfclf fo fafe, 
^* where I was, that it would not be ad- 
•* vifable to change my Abode," Her 
Fear left her Lover fliould have fct Spies 
at our DooTy made her glad to remain the 
whole Day with me ; during which I 
learnt, that her Father had faithfully kept 
the Agreement made with him by Lord 
DorcBefter^ and her Aunt had behaved 
very kindly to her^ but that fhe had 
been obliged to make herfelf an abfoluce 
Prifoner ever fince (he came to Town, 
having never been able to venture into 
any publick Place, or large Company, for 
fear of meeting that vile Man from whoir» 
fhe had been fo fortunately delivered. 
•* Not," fhe added,^ that *• (he appre- 
** bended any other Harm from feeing 
^' him in puUick, but the keeping alive 
L 4 «* a Paf- 
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** a Paflion, which it was neceffary to her * 
^* Peace to extinguifli ; flie owned flic 
** had not been able to do it, which made 
** her extremely unhappy ; and had occa- 
•* fione^ her fufFering exccffively during 
** that Interview between them, to which 
•• I had been a Witnefs/* 

Her Lover omitted no Means of feeing 
or writing to her, after he found where 
Ibe was gone. He attempted to vifit her 
continually, but always received a Denial 
at the Door; he contrived a thoufand Ways 
to convey Letters to her ; he often had 
them directed by other People, in hop^ 
that not knowing the Hand, flie would 
open them, but being conftantly on her 
Guard, (he never read one, though j[pr any 
Thing flie knew, fome of them migbe be 
from other People; but the only Means 
flie had of certainly avoiding to receive 
his Letters, was to accept none, but fuch 
as were in the Hands of her ufual Corre- 
fpondents. Her Care had anfwered fo 
well, that flie never before met him. 

It was plain from his Difcourfe, that 
he imagined her Behaviour proceeded 
from Refentment at not having been car- 
ried to his Houfe. I found flie was as 

weak 
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wcafc as myfelf ; flie was ftili very much 
ki Love with him, and appeared ex- 
tremely unhappy^ though (he faid, fhe 
was grown eafier before this unlucky In- 
terview, She told me, *' her Intention, 
** was to perfuade her Aunt to live in 
*' the Country, where flie hoped, by Ab- 
'* fence and Reafon, to conquer this un- 
•' fortunate Paflion* For fhe took no Joy 
'** in Society, nor did it aflford the leaft 
^ Relief to her Spirits* I once,** added, 
ihe, " by Chance met his Wife, who feem^- 
" ed not lefs unhappy than myfelf, and 
** I felt almoft equal Pity for her. Inftead 
** of looking on her with the Diflike ge- 
^ nerally borne to a^ival, I conceived a^ 
*« Kind of Love for her as a Fellow-Suf- 
•« ferer, and could not forgive myfelf, 
•* for having, perhaps, been a Means of. 
V creating Part of the Uneafinefs, which. 
•* appeared in her Countenance, though* 
«* I had innocently oflFendedagainft her;., 
•* her Lord being the cruel Injurer of 
'* both." 

By enquiring into his^ Charafter, fhe 

learnt, that his Lady was a Woman of 

very great Fortune, whom he married in 

little more than a Year before he came 

L 5. intot 
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into her Father's Neighbourhood, having 
gained her ACFcftions by a very alfidu- 
ous Courtfliip, to which her Riches alone 
had tempted him. 

The Similitude between this young La- 
dy's Fate and mine, diipofed us wdl toh 
wards each other, and^ before we parted^ 
we Ihould have been glad to have agreed 
on a Means of Meeting again, but I dared' 
not venture to her End of the Town, nor 
could (he come where! was, without Dan- 
ger of meeting the Man, flie wiflied to 
arvoid, as he might probably hope that a. 
Love fo tender as he knew her's once was^ 
would, when her f&ft Anger was abated^, 
relent on what he had faid, and that fhe 
would come again, where (he might hope 
another Time to fee htm. Thefe Conlide- 
rations obliged us^to take a. final Lcave^ 
only (he inMed, on my informing her 
by a Line, when I (hould be got fafcly 
out of Town, which (he advifed me to 
attempt cautioufly, but refolbtely, tho" 
(he owned, (he was ferry Lord Dorchejief 
(hould have any Caufe to grieve, for. 
notwithftanding his having afted an un^ 
worthy Patr, yet her Gratitude for the 
great Benefit he had conferred on her, 

made 
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made her wi(h him not to fufFcr by it v 
adding, that, ^* I mufl: allow^ this was 
*• due to one who had preferved her 
** from being the unhappieft Wretch oiv 
•' Earth ; but yet (he Ihould be very 
^^ forry that he fhould cocnoiit a wrong: 
•* Aftion, who had deferved fo much. 
^ Honour from having prevented ano-^ 
*' tberfrom doing one.'* We exchangecJ 
mutual good Wiihes, and parted. 

How much are the Orders of Provt-^ 
dence perverted ! Our A ffcftions fi^emed 
given as the Sources of Happinqfe, but 
by the bad Qualities of Mankind are frc^ 
quently made the great Springs of our 
Mifery. While they correfpopd with Vir- 
tue, they alone give us a Notion of true- 
Blifs; but when once they are conneded 
with various Kinds of Vice, bow wretcb^ 
ed do they make both the vicious Per- 
ibn, and thofe who are the Objeds o^ 
^eir iU-founded: A&&ions ! 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 

THE next Morning, when Mr. South 
went to hire an Equipage for me, 
as he had promifcd, he perceived a Man 
faunterlng in the Inn- Yard, who obfcnr- 
. ed him while he was making the Bar- 
gain, and followed him at a Diftance at 
his Return. Mr. Sofcfb fearing it might 
be fome Spy of Lord DorcbeJter% went 
Home, inftead of coming to me. He 
learnt of the People of the Houfe where he 
lodged, that after he was gone in, the Man 
enquired his Name, and fome other Par- 
ticulars. He was fo cautious left the Place 
of my Abode fliould be difcorered thro* 
his Means, that he would nbt ftir out of his 
Lodgings till the following Day, but he 
had not been long with me, before the 
fame Perfon came after him, having beeft 
direded from his Houfe with a Meflage 
from Lord Dorcbejier^ defiring to fpeak 
with him then, if he was at Leifure. 
This furprized us, as they had not the 
leaft Acquaintance, and made us fufpedk 
that, upon laying Circun^ftances toge- 
I ther. 
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ther, his Lordfhip thought Mn South 
might be able to give him fome Infor- 
snation about me.' 

I was defirous of moving my Habita- 
tion diredtly. that he might be able tb 
fay with Truth, he knew not where I 
was, but he differed from me in this, 
he laid that, " Lord Borckiftir had no 
•• Power over me, rK)r could a Mart of 
•* Honour attempt to ufc Force to pre- 
•* vent my purfuing my intended Jour- 
•• ney ;. that he would take Care I 
^* ftould have the Liberty of a free- 
" born Woman, and not be detained by 
** any one. If his Lordfhip kept fo 
*^ ftria a Watch, I fliould fcareelyj be 
♦• able to get ofFundifcovercd, and there* 
••^ fore, it was better to do \t openly and 
•* boldly ; offering to fee me fafe to the 
" End of my Journey/* As hiE( Plx>fef-- 
fion obliged him to fome Dependence on 
the Favour of thofe who could affift in 
his Preferment, and as I hoped. Lord 
Dorcbefier would perform the Promife 
he had given me, I rejeftcd this Pro- 
pofal, very unwilling to do him an In- 
jury in return for the Obligations he had 
conferred on me, by thus ncgleding his 

own 
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own Intcreft for my Good. He replied^ 
that, *• he could never receive fo much 
•' true Satisfadtion from any Thing, as 
^* from doing me Service; that he ihould 
•* have only this.one Opportunity of en- 
^* joying fo great a Gratification, whicfa^ 
** fince I could not be prevailed with to 
^* make him happy, would be always 
^* refleded on by him as the darling Mo» 
•• ment of his Life," and that " it would 
" be the higheft Cruelty to refufe the 
^* Acceptance of his beft Services,, the 
** Recolleilion of which, would fweeten 
^^ all his future Cares or Pains, and as I 
** could give but a very imperfc6t Ac*- 
^ count of the Place from which I had 
** been taken, he could not venture me 
** with any other Guide than himfelf." 
He left me without waiting, for an 
Anfwei:. 

His Resolution diftrefled me, I could 
90t bear to be detrimental to his In- 
terefts, thdugh I was convinced that with 
Truth, he faid,. they weighed lefs with 
him, than the Pleafure of doing one 
friendly Aftion ; but fuch Gencrofity 
fiiould meet with an equal Return, and 
i wQuld not jn this,, have given Way ta 

him^ 
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him, could I have avoided it : But his 
Abfence robbed me of the Power of 
jrefifting his kind Intention^ and, indeed, 
,the Difficulty of finding out the Place 
to which I was to be carried from the 
,very impeFfcfl: Hints 1 could give, was^ 
fo great, that there was fome Danger, 
that none but fo very afliduous a Friend 
wbvild have taken the Pains to have fought 
it out, which he intended to have done,, 
while I reaained on the Borders of Wales^ 
till he coukJ dirc<ft the Vehicle in the 
right Courfe. I was impatient to know 
the Occafion of LovfSi Dorxbeft^r^s fendr 
ing for him^ and yet it fhould have 
feemed of little Importance to me. M; 
Departure was determined. If he would 
have fixed me out of his Power, and 
complied with my Terms, which the 
Cenforioufnefs of this Country, founded 
on the diflblute Manners of the People, 
would have required to make me acr 
knowledged as innocent as I was, I would 
not have ftaid. I could not accept an 
Obligation which I never would return. 
The Cuftoms of Mankind, and the dif- 
ferent Opinion I had of my Lord, to 
what I formerly entertained,, rendered ix 

impol&ble 
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impofEble for me to live with the fame 
frequent Intcrcoarfe, and perfeft Con- 
fidence, which till then had been tbc- 
Source of all my Joys. Without that^ 
what Charms cOuld any Place have for 
me ? The more I reflcded, the ftronger 
was my RefoIuti6n to fly it^ as I would; 
the Peftilence, left the Contagion fliould^ 
reach me, and I be infcftcd with their 
Immorality. 

While I was in the midft of thefe Re-» 
fledtions, I heard fome one coming up» 
Stairs to my Room ; full of Expednation 
"of Mr. Soui^y I ran to the Door to meet 
him, but how great was my Surprize at 
feeing inftead of him, Lord Dsnbijhr!' 
I cried out, and funk into a Chair, my 
Strength failing me. He was in too 
great a Rapture to think of the EffeA: 
his fudden Appearance had on me^ How 
far above Defcription were his Tranf*- 
fports on feeing me ag^n ! He em- 
braced me with ^an Eagernefs, which^ 
however innocent I once thought it, 
his own Words had inftrufted me too 
well to fuffer ; and the Defire of repcl- 
ing the Familiarity, I believe, recovered 
me fooner than I fhould otherwife ijave 

been* 
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been. All he faid, \rerc incoherent, paf- 
fionate ExprefSons of his Joy. My Sen- 
fations were more filent *, I was as un- 
zbh to fpeak as he was to preferve any 
Regularity in what he faid. Love, Re- 
fentment. Grief and Fear, divided my 
Heart •, each alike ftrove for Utterance, 
and therefore rendered me dumb ; till 
he cried, " fpeak to me, my Charmer, 
*' my Angel, fpeak -, no Words tan be 
" fo cruel as this Silence. Your Voice 
** muft delight whatever* Subjeft you 
*' chufe, but let it not be a harih onC; 
• •* pity and forgiVe a Man, whofe whole 
•* Blifs is centered in you. Will yOtJr, 
V can you, pardon me?" 

** Can my Forgivenefs be of any 
•* Worth,** I replied, ** to one who 
** could long harbour a Wifli to make 
*^ me fo criminal, that I could not have 
•* pardoned myfelf? If itwas'of Va- 
** lue, why would you delire to rob me 
*• of it, to whom it muft be of mbft 
*• Confequence." 

*^ Upbraid me not," anfwered he, 
*• with Errors that make me wretched. 
" If you knew how much I deferve your 
^ Pity, Forgivenefs muft fucceed your 

Compallionx 
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Gompaflion. All my Life (hall be de- 
voted to extenuate my Offence. Ac* 
tions proceeding from the trueft, the 
pureft Love, (hall plead the Excufe of 
my injurious Deugns, believe my 
Word, I have never broken it •, I will 
not rife from your Feet, till you af- 
fure me of my Pardon/* ** Rife then, 
now, my Lord,** faid I, ** Anger main- 
tains much (horter PofTelTion of m^y 
Mind than Grief, I can fuffer^ but not 
refent. From my Heart I forgive all 
the Mifery you have inflided, and the 
greater ftill which you intended me. 
I forgive you your conftant Endea- 
vours to create a Lave in me, which 
could only tend to my Unhappinefs. 
I will not exclude even this lail Pain, 
this Interview, which tears my Heart: 
It is your infilfting, and, therefore, I 
will receive it with Patience; but I had 
hoped to be fettled in Peace without 
undergoing any new Conflifts ; . I 
would not have troubled you in the 
Search of Tranquility ; a ble(Eng hard 
to find, for a Heart fo fond, fo tender, 
as mine ; one that is by you, taught, 
all the Anguifh that the higheft De- 
gree 
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•* gree of Scnfibility can give. It was 
" before I knew you in the entire Pof- 
" feffion of Reft and Peace, had noWifh 
•• ungratificd, no Fear, no jarring Paf- 
•* (ions to tornient it. This dreadful 
^* Change, I pardon you, and while I 
•* am fceking in my Solitude for my 
•' former Eafe, I will pray for your Fe- 
" Jicity, and Tears (hall wafli away all 
" Refentment, I might be happy if they 
** could drown Remembrance too.'* 

Tears eafed the Rack I was upon, and 
gave my Lord Time to defire me not to 
talk of. returning to my Cottage, for it 
was uniting Death with the healing 
Sound of Pardon. " If you love me,**, 
continue^ he^ ^^ can you wifh for fuch 
% a Separation ? You have now no 
** Reafon to fly me, I have no concealed 
^ pefign. I was, indeed, greatly pre* 
^* judiced againft Marriage, but you 
*' have removed it all ; I now look on it 
** as a State of Blifs, if you are mj 
^^ Companion in it, and pray for it 
*' more devoutly than ever Martyr did 
" for Heaven. Indeed, I hi|ve had my 
^^ Martyrdom ; no Tyrant could inflid: 
'^ a Torment beyond what your Ab^ 

J^l fence 
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^* fence has in»Je me fuffcr. What bie* 
^* cer Accufations have I not midc a* 
" gainft myfelf, for permitting Preju- 
^* dice to get the better of the troeft 
" Love that ever poflcfled the Heart of 
•' Man. If you are only indifferent, mere 
^ Pity will move you to comply^ If 
" you do not hate me, you will content 
•' to become my dear^ my wedded Wife 
** diredly y you will relieve my Mind 
*' from its prefent Sufferings j and put 
" it in my Power to make what Rccom- 
^^ pence I can for the Trouble I have 
?? caufed you/* 

« That I love you,*^ I replied, *^ 1 
*^ am much too well convinced by paif^ 
•* Itil Experience ; but you have fo for- 
*^ felted my Efteens tlfat I cannot conip 
^ ply wit?h your PropofaL I could not 
^' be happy if I was married to you-, 
^ confequently fhould not make you ttr. 
^^ Your Paffion for me is the iame it 
•* was, all the Difference is in the Com- 
^^ panions of it. While accompanied 
•* by Hope, you know how little I was 
** obliged to you for it ; now Defpair has 
** taken its Place, it has blinded you, and 
" I will believe you think yourAffeikion 

« all 
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^ aU you fay it is, (uiitiwas your Defpair 
^^ to ceafe, you would find your Miftake 
^^ too iate> after we wcrf both m^de Sa« 
** crificcs to the Peceptipn. J have loft 
^^ all my CoofideQC^ 4n y^^ and def ejO|[ 
** the rpfl: of ypur Kat^pn. I will gQ 
^^ where I fiiall be fecluded from MaAt 
** kiad, where Virme makes every Acf 
*^ tioa open ^d intelligible $ there | 
^< atn capable qf Jiving happily, withfWl 
*^ learning the Arts that hpre hide cvenj 
** real Thought. Jf thi$ JRefoJution i% 
^^ painfull to y^u^ n^ake it likpwife be* 
*' nejficial j truft me, fo cprrupt a Pep- 
«' pie cannot be ui^ght Virtue, but by 
♦' SuflFering. Affliilion wiil purify ^ 
^* Heart pecverted k^f ^^ucation and 
*^ Cuftom ; i% tajfiepoff the Varniti from 
^^ glaring Vices^ and (hews thtpa in thpir 
•* own dark Colour*. If you really fuf- 
*' fcr, confider to what it is owing, learn 
•' to hate Vice, which as certainly carries 
^' its Punifliment, as Virtue does its Rei- 
^' ward along with it. But why fhould I 
^^ think you can fuffer long enough to 
" do you any Good ? Your Heart is not 
** made like mine, therefore I cannot 
^ judge of it.'* ^^ Can you," cried my 

*' Lord, 
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•* Lord, kindly flied thefe Tears to part 
*' with me, and yet accompany them 
** with fo cruel a Declaration of your 
** Intention?" He omitted nothing that 
he thought could prevail with me, and 
fo far did he fucceed, that had I known 
how much I fliould have been affeded 
I would not have ftaid to hear him, for 
I could not have believed my Reafon 
firong enough to refill my own Aghation 
of Mind, and the Diftra£tion he appear- 
ed in. He faw my Diftrefs, but receiv- 
ing Hope from it, cruelly continued his 
Perfuafions. 1 would have left him, but 
he held me fail, protefting he would 
never let me go till I promifed to be his 
Wife. He offered me the Difpofal of 
half his Fortune to make me lefs depen- 
dant ; but when our Eafe of Heart de- 
pends fo entirely on another's Love, what 
Freedom can Money give us ? 

I know not whether I could for ever 
have refufed to comply, but happily for 
me, his Reafon failed him, before he 
had fufficiently conquered mine to get 
my Confcnt ; his Spirits were fo oppreff- 
ed, be became quite fpeech lefs, and almoft 
fenfelefs. I was half diflxaded) but as foon 

as 
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as he began to come out of this Fit, to 
avoid prolonging a Scene fo difficult for 
me to fupport, I left the Room, though 
not without taking a kinder Farewel than 
feemed confident with a Defire never to 
fee him again, which I begged, while 
with Tears, I kifled his Hand. He bad 
only Power to look up at me, with dying 
Eyes, fwimming in Tears. Thus I left 
him: But how hard it was to do fo^ 
none can know, but thofe who have lov* 
ed as well, and gone through as fevere 
a Trial. 

I fliut myfelf into another Room, there 
to give Way to the Diftraftion of my 
Mind, which was fo exceffive, that when 
Mr. South came, I was not capable of at- 
tending or fpeaking to him. He was 
greatly touched, and endeavoured to 
foothe and compofe me ; but finding it 
impoflible, he went away, unable to fup- 
port the Sight of me in that Diflrefs. 
The next Time Mr. Sotab came, he found 
me more capable of hearing what had 
pafied after Lord Dorcbefter fent for him. 

He told me, that my Lord was wait- 
ing for him, and as foon as the Servant 
•introduced him, afked, with the utmoft 

Impatience, 
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Impatience* if he could impart any KT^wt 
of MaIsLsmox? Mr. S^uib exprefled ibme 
Surprize at his Lordfhip*s applying to 
him^ who alledged for the Reafon of it, 
^ the Knowledgje of the Regard he had 
^ for me, and the Reafon I had t9 
^ place a Confidence in him, which 
*^ made him appear the properefl: Peri- 
^* fon to whom I could have Recourfe, 
^^ in a Situation^ where, without the Af«* 
*^ fiftance of one more acci^ftomed to 
*' the World, it muft be very difficult 
*' to conduft myfelf. That this Probar 
^^ bility was turned into almoQi a Cer- 
** tainty, by the Account of one of the 
*' People whom he had in Pay at every 
** Place in Town, where Equipages were 
" to be hired, to prevent my getting 
** away from it without bis Knowledge. 
This Man told him, " he had feen a 
** Clergyman hire a Chariot which he 
^* had looked at, and feemed to prefer 
*« to the reft, for having Canyaffes to let 
** down before the Glaffes, at leaft he 
** could .guefs no other Reafon for the 
" Preference he gave it, as it was ra- 
*' ther the worft Vehicle there. That 
" upon this, his Spy followed him to his 

*V Lodgings, 
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*^ Lodgings, and learnt his Name. My 
" Lord then, in the moft afFefling Terms, 
•' conjured Mr. Souih to tell him where 
" I was. 

He anfwered, that, ^* he did-jNWcnow, 
" though he was obliged to Chanee for 
" finding me our, but that he muft 
*^ beg to be excufed giving an Infer- 
** mation that might make a Refolution 
•* more difficult to execute, which was 
" already almpft too hard for a Woman 
*• who, except Virtue, loved nothing fo 
•' well as his Lordfhip. 

My Lord faid, "he hoped they were not 
«* inconfiftent; he would not haveafkcd 
" him for any Information of which he 
«« defigned to make a bad Ufe. He had 
" no other Wifli but to marry me, and 
** wanted to fee me, to obtain my Con- 
** fent, together with my Forgivenefs for 
" what was paft, and hoped, it might 
** be gained, as he had only mentally of- 
<« fended, and would devote his Life to 
<< make me Reparation." He added, 
** that he could not live without me, and 
** Ihould gratefully receive me on my 
*« own Terms, if I pleafed, that very 
** Day, for no Time was early enough 
" for his Imp? *-ence." 

Vol. IL ■ M \fix. 
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Mr. South offered tocome and tell me his 
prcfent Sentiments, but my Lord begged- 
he might not defer feeing me, and prevail- 
ed on him to dired him where to find md 

Af(er4:>ord Dorcbefler left me,, he fent 
again for Mr. Sousby who found: him. in tt 
Way, that the Defcriptioa alone moved- 
my Heart too much at He begged Mr, 
Soufb^s Alfiftance in his Endeavours to 
prevail on me to defift from my Purpofe 
of never feeing l)im ^ain. 

Mr. SoHfb promifed he would give k 
him, but added, that, " if my Love for 
his Lordlhip could not prevail, he feared 
*' all other Advocates would prove very 
*• weak. That, if I was able to perfift 
•* in my Refolution notwithflanding 
•* the Diftrefs I faw him in, in the Inter- 
** view, which^ he imagined would have 
" ended in our Union, he did not flatter 
*' himfelf he could make me change it/* 

I told him> he ^^ had undertaken an 
*• unfuccefsful Caufe ; that his Expeda- 
*' tions of the little he (hould be able 
** to effeft were fo well founded, I need 
" give no other Reafons to perfuade him 
*' to defift from a Perfecution with which, 
*' however obftinately, I had determined 
^ not to comply, yet to refift, was very 
^' painful to me. 2 That 
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That I might be removed from thefc 
Obftru^tions to. my intended Departure, 
which I feared would grow too ftrong for 
my Refokition, I defired Mr. South would 
procure me an Equipage for the next Day, 
without imparting to my Lord the Sud- 
dennefs of my Determination. He pro- 
mifed to fulBi my Requefl:. I wi(hed my- 
felf in fome Place where my Lord could 
not find me, for I feared I (hould not be 
Proof againft another Interview, though, 
I was fortified by the full Belief that I 
could not be happy with one fodefedbivc la 
his Principles, on the Goodnefe of which 
muft depend the Felicity of all thofe fmall 
Societies; as Efteem is a nece0ary Foun- 
dation for a lading Love : I could not 
believe this Change in him arofe from 
an Amendment of Heart, but from De- 
fpair of Succefs in his former Schemes, 
and was convinced it would therefore be 
Madnefs to unite myfelf, for Life, with 
one who had no better Motive •, for no 
Suflfering can equal that of being married 
to a Man of whom one has a bad Opinion. 

As foon as Mr. South had reported his 
fmall Succefs, Lady Paleftim wasfent, by 
my Lord, to try, whether fhe could pre- 
vail. Your Ladyftiip may imagine, I 
M 2 ^A 
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did not give her a very cordial Reception. 
She took no Notice of it, but addreffed 
me with Fondnefs, and began to combat 
my Intention by fetting before me all the 
Happinefs that attended my Confent to 
marry my Lord. Inftcad of endeavour- 
ing to excufe his Faults, (he only faid 
(lightly, that no other Man would have 
preferved fo blamelefs a Behaviour, and 
proceeded to (hew an Union with him 
in the moft pleafing Light. Her Aim 
was to bring my Affections to her Side 
of the Argument. 

I did not let her go on long, but told 
her, " it well became one who could con* 
" defcend to connive at, and affift fuch 
<' villainous Defigns, as had been har- 
*' boured againft me, to endeavour to 
" prevail by the Force of Paflion, againft 
*' the Reafon which ought to fubdue it, 
" but that I was not to be mov?d by 
*' Arguments fo wrongly applied, and ut- 
'' tered by one from whom every Thing 
*' muft appear in a fufpicious Light, and 
" who would difgrace even the Caufe of 
" Virtue by defending it. Without fay- 
*' ing much more, I affronted her, and 
*' freed royfclf from her Importunities " 

Lord 
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Lord Dorchefter came foon afcer ; but 
1 heard a Coach ftop, and fearing it was 
him, hid myfelf fo well, that though the 
Houfe was diligently fearched, they could 
not find me. After, that he fent me a 
Letter, but I did not oitife to give him 
more Arms againft myfelf, fo fent it back 
with a Defire he would leave me in Peace. 

Before I had Time to compofe my Spi- 
rits, Mifs Baden was brought up Stairs. I 
was greatly furprized to fee her, but my 
Heart was fo great a Stranger to Weafure, 
.that I could not find Words to exprefs 
what I felt at her Vifit, fo foon as fhe did 
the Occafion of it. *' I am come,*' faid 
fhe, " to plead a Caufe, in which I find 
•* fo many others have been unfuccefsful, 
" that although to be employed might 
•' raife my. Vanity, it ought to create 
** Fears in me, that all my Endeavours 
" will prove fruitlefs. My Regard for 
** you, the Pleafure I have always ima- 
" gined I muft find in your Friendfliip, 
*^ and Pity for one whofe Diftrefs would 
" move a harder Heart than mine, makes 
•* me wifli for Eloquence enough to pre- 
** vail in my Suit." She proceeded to 
tell me, that (he had had a Vifit from 
Lord Dorcbefter. As foon as he came in 
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he told her, that, " though he had never 
** before had the Honour of waiting oh 
** her, yet he trufted in her good Na- 
** ture for his Pardon, when flie knew 
** that he had placed all Hopes of 
*• the Happinefs of his Life in her/* 

He related to her, every Thing that 
had paired between him and me, from 
the Time of his firft feeing me till his 
laft Trial, by Lady Pdeftiniy of. prevail- 
ing on me to lay a(ide my Intention of 
returning to my Aunt. He added, that, 
*• he knew I bad a good Opinion of her, 
" and he had never feen fo ftrong an In- 
** cHnation in me to any other Ferfon j 
** he, therefore, hoped fhe might be more 
** fuccefsful, if Ihe would kindly under- 
•' take his Caufe." 

I told her, ^' it was a bad one, and I 
•* wondered (he would engage in it/* She 
replied, '* that 1 ought not to expeft con- 
*' fummate Virtue among a degenerate 
*' People ; that it was fcarcely polTible 
** to find a Man who had any Scruples 
" in Regard to his Behaviour to Wo- 
** men. She gave me a thoufand In- 
" ftances wherein the Men of the beft 
•* Charadlers had failed -, telling me, they 
*' efteemed Matrinaony as fo entirely a 

*• political 
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^* political Inftitution, that though each 
** might approve of it in Society, many 
** did not like it for themfelves. ThaC 
" they looked on the Life of a Womaa 
•* who lived with them without being 
•* married, as generally moft happy. That 
•• my Lord, in the Care he had taken of. 
" my Reputation, had ftiewn a. Delicacy 
•* and an AfFeftion for nne, of which few 
•* Men were capable, that, in every other 
** Virtue, he was as nearly pcrfedt as a 
•• human Creature could be. She told me, 
" how much I ought to allow for the 
** Force of Ciiftom and Education ; thefe 
** had both tended to make him look on 
** Chaftity as a very fmall Virtue, for that 
*• it was even made the Subjcft of Ri- 
*• dicole in fuch Men as were poffeffed 
*• of it/* 

In fliort, fhe faid fo much in his Ejc- 
cufe, that, although I could not allow 
that Cuftom (hould fo far overcome Truth, 
I found fome Satisfaftion in thinking 
him lefs criminal, but ftill faw him too 
much fo, not to refill all her Importuni- 
ties, and (he was obliged to fubmit to 
my Obftinacy. 

. I fhould be deficient in Sincerity, were 
I not to confcfs that Mife Baden^s Per- 
M 4 {vi^Sx^w^ 
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fuafions a little daggered my Refolution. 
I fometimes was inclined to doubt whe- 
ther Lord Dorchejier could be fo much 
to blame, fince fhe undertook to cxcufe 
him, and whether I might not be allow- 
ed to forgive one I loved foftenderly, 
jfince z Woman who had no fuch Mo- 
tive could fo eafily acquit him. ^ But I 
foon became fenfible this was the Di£tate 
of my Paflion. Bad Examples and perni- 
cious Habits, had, in a Degree, perverted 
Mifs Baden \ the Frequency of Vice had 
deadened her Senfe of. it; but I had 
no fuch Excufe ; Cuftom had not con- 
founded my Ideas of Right and Wrong, 
and therefore to have united myfelf with 
a Peribn whom I knew guilty of Vice, 
was, in a Degree, to become vicious -y 
and I could not have a ftronger Reafon 
to avoid it than Mifs Baden herfelf fur- 
niflied me with, for fince a Woman of 
Virtue could, by Example, have her^Prin- 
ciples fo much perverted, the Danger 
1 fliould run by marrying Lord Dor- 
chefier was obvious -, and to put our- 
felves in a Situation that muft hazard 
our Integrity, is a great Proof that it 
is not at that Time fufficiently ftrong. 
1 very frankly told Mifs J?j^^» how much 

more 
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more prevalent I found her Example 
than her Arguments, for that, " (he 
•• could urge no Reafons which would 
•* fo ftrongly induce me to live with 
*• lUord Dorchejler^ as her being capable 
" of urging them would deter me from 
** it, fince fhe thereby fliewed me the 
*' Danger that arofe from a Commu- 
" nication with Mankind ; for I ftiould 
*' fear, that my Principles might be 
*• corrupted by the fame Means that had 
" perverted her*s. Therefore all flie 
*• could fay, only proved to me the 
" Neceflity of flying Mankind, if ,1 
" defigned to hold faft mine Integrity 
" as long as I, lived/* 

Mifs Baden fmiled, without anyAp-- 
pearance of Refcntment at what .1 had 
laid, and only anfwered, that, " fhe faw 
*' I was determined to make no Differ- 
*' ence between excufing, the Guilt of 
" others, and accompanying them in 
*' the Crime, and fince I was refolved 
•* to retire from the World, in* order 
*• to avoid becoming as bad as (he was,. 
** fhe found fhe had little Chance of 
** carrying back any ConfoJation to Lord^ 
" Dorcbefter y* and the Night being. 
iar fpent, ihe took Leave of me. 

M5 CV\6^^. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

MY Mind had been too much agi- 
tated in the Day, to allow me 
any Keft at Night. The various At- 
tacks that had been made on my Pa(fions» 
had coft my Reafon fo much Labour to 
refift, that I had not Strength enough 
to compofe jny Spirits, which, when Mr. 
^^»/i& attended me thenext Morning were 
in a State little different from what they 
were when he left me the Day before. 
He imagined Night would afford me but 
Jittle Relief, and therefore came the ear- 
lier, out of a kind Defire ta divert my 
Thoughts, if he could not alleviate my 
Uneafinefs. 

Before the Hour the Chariot was or*- 
dered, a Letter was brought, which I per- 
ceived, by the Superfcription, was from 
Lord Dorckejier. The feft Impulfe was 
to return it unopened, to avoid giving 
frefli Pain to my Heart; but before I 
could put the Thought in Execution, it 
gave Place to a tenderer Confideration. 
I feared by fuch a Proceeding, I might 
add to hisUneafinefs; and this, in a Point 
that could do me no cffential Harm, was 

ungpncroufly 
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ungeneroufly preferring my own Eafe to 
his, and fince 1 was juft going to execute 
a Refolution which affefted him fo much, 
it would be cruel to encreafe it unneccf- 
farily. I therefore opened the Letter^ 
and, to my great Surprize, learnt from it, 
that, ** he left Londtm before Break of 
** Day, in order to proceed direftly to 
•• my Aunt*s, having Hopes of obtaining 
** her Mediation in his Favour, which 
•* he flattered himfelf might have more 
•• Weight than any other Perfon's had 
« yet had." 

Nothing could have filled me with 
greater Aftonifhment. To cxpe6t fo good 
a Woman (hould plead in the Excufe of 
Vice, appeared to me extremely abfurd ; 
but the Confequence of this Step was the 
preventing my Journey ; fince had I pro- 
fecuted it, I mull have met him on the 
Road, or found him there \ neither of 
which would have been ^t all agrees 
able to my Purpufe. The beft Scheme I 
could now form, was to leave my Lx)dg- 
ing before he could return to Town, and 
remove into fonrve obfcure Houfe in the 
Suburbs. And that as foon as Mr, Southy 
who kindly undertook this additional 
Trouble^^ coiiki learn that he wuts come 
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back, I fliould fet out direftly on my 
Journey. We were not without Hopes^ 
that as my Lord had taken his ulual 
Retinue with him, the Perfon employed 
to watch his Arrival in London^ might 
learn fome Particulars of the Situation of 
my Aunt's Houfe, that would ferve to 
diredt us, and favc a very difficult, and, 
perhaps, a very tedious Search after it. 

My travelling Equipage was fent away^ 
and every Thing fettled for my Conti- 
nuance at my Lodging, till I imagined 
Lord Dorchejier might be coming back ; 
for I liked the People pf the Houfe too 
well to leave them while 1 could avoid 
it. Their Humanity endeared them ta 
me ; they had gathered fo much Light 
into my Situation, by Circumftances that 
had fallen within, their Obfervation, that 
I thought myfelf obliged to acquaint 
them with a little more, left they (hould 
have received Impreffions that might 
make them difcontented with my conti« 
nuing in their Houfe. This Mr. Souih 
performed, and though he told them ve- 
ry few Particulars, yet their good Nature 
appeared very confpicuoufly on the Oc- 
cafion, and tlieir greatcft Wifli was ta 
amufe me. But in this they could not 

fucceed 
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fuccecd fo eafily, as in making their Houfe 
perfedlly convenient. To relieve the Anx- 
iety of my Nftnd, was referved for others, 
who, for the Time they were with me, 
did it efFeftually, and infpired me with a 
Joy, which, on my own Account, I could 
not have felt. 

Sir Charles Lifdale came to Town two 
Days after Lord Dorchefter left it,, and 
not finding his Lordflirp, went to Lady 
Palejline\vfhcre he heard my whole Hift*- 
ory, and, defirous of feeing me, was di- 
redled by her to. my Lodgings. 

Sir Charles came diredly to my Lodg* 
ing, and fending up his Name alked Leave 
to wait on me, a Permiffion I jceadily 
granted, and he was brought up Stairs 
with a young Lady who I perceived to 
be a Daughter of Captain Traverfe, and 
confequently received her with Pleafure^ 
I was glad to obfervemoreChearfulnefs in 
Sir Charleses Countenance, than when we 
laft met. He accofted me with faying, 
*'* He was come to claim the Friend (hip 
*' I had once offered him. That Time, 
** Abfence, and Defpair, had made hi no 
*^ more reafonaWe, and brought him to 
^^ fee that he was prefumptuous, in aimr 
^ ing to poilibls. me> and not thinking 
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^ that my Acquaintance and Converfa* 
^^ tion was more Happinefs than he me* 
♦* ritcd/* I told him, ** mine would be 
** greater, if he would ceafe to flatter^ 
** an Efifeft, which I might hope from 
•• the Improvement of hiff Reafon, df 
** which he boafted, fince it muft make 
^ him know, that in what he faid he 
** far exceeded the Truth, and might 
** incline him to believe, that he like* 
** wife exceeded my Credulity." 

He anfwered, that, ^^ I had much mif- 
•• taken the Office of Reafon, if I ima- 
** gined it had altefed his Opinion of 
" me, it had only made him more fen- 
" fible of his Demerits, which (hewed 
*• too much Inequality between us, to 
•' give him the leaft Room for Hope. 
*' But," continued he, taking the young 
Lady, who accompanied him, by the 
Hand, " let me beg your Friendfhip for 
•' one who has kindly foothed my Griefs,, 
*• and turned my Difappointmeiit into 
" Happinefs." I was overjoyed at thefe 
Words ; I gathered from them that they 
cithfer were already, or were to be united.. 
I embraced and congratulated her with 
Tranfport. She had'fo favourable a Pro- 
jjpeft of Happinefs, both from Sir Gbarle6^% 

good 
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good Qualities, and the Affluence of kis 
Fortune, that nothii^ could give me 
more Pleafure ; fhe bluflied, in Appear^ 
ance, from Excefs of SacisfaAion, and 
looked tip at him with fo much Lo^^e 
and Gratitude as charmed me. I could 
not remain long without expreffing a De« 
fire to know how this Union was brought 
about, which feemed to me tfs impoffible 
as any Thing coukl be. Sir Charies af- 
fured me he would gratify my Curiofity, 
which he did in the following Words. 

" When you deprived me of all Hopes 
•' of obtaining your AfFedion, having 
** no longer any Pleafure or Intereft iit 
*^ Society, my only Aim was an abfolute 
** Retirement, till my Paffion Ihould be 
** fo much moderated as to allow me ta 
*' endure Company, and to enable me 
" to be fit for it. To fecure fuch a Re- 
** treat it was ncceflary to chufe feme 
** Place where I was not known. This 
** led me to the Borders of fFales^ as the 
" mofl: promifing for the Solitude I 
** fought. It anfwered my Hopes. I 
" found a little Cottage fituatcd to my 
^* Wifli, fi>r every Thing around it ap- 
*• peared as defolate as my Mind. Left 
^ I ihoqld be tzroubJcd witK Vifits from 
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" any Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, 
*• I concealed my Name, and paffed for 
•* a Man driven thither by Poverty and 
** Diftrefs •, a certain melancholy in my 
^* Air, created this Report, and I would 
•* not contradift it, for nothing could bet- 
•' ter favour my Temper. None are fa 
•• fure of Negleft as the Poor; they 
" may enjoy an abfolute SoHtudc in 
•' the moft populous City, therefore it 
" IS not wonderful, if no one broke in 
•* upon my Time and Refleftions. How- 
•' ever, I had not been there long, before 
•* I became acquainted with Captain Tra* 
•* v^yj*s Family, whofcCircumftancesap- 
•• peared to correfpond with mine. Lit- 
** tie inclined to extend our Thoughts be- 
" yond ourfelves, we were made known 
** to each qther, only by fitting in the 
** fame Pew at Church, without which 
*• Circumftance, perhaps, we fhould have 
•* remained ignorant that there was any 
^* unhappy Perlbns in the Neighbour- 
" hood, befides ourfelves. After we had 
** been obliged* ta fpeak civilly to each 
•* other, by thefe Means, he one Day in- 
•• vitcd me to go Home with him, after 
*• Church. I liked the Manner of his 
l[ Behaviour, and was well difpofed ta 

*' accept 
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accept his Invitation. Towards Even- 
ing, he aflced me if I would drink a 
little Milk/* adding, " it might feem 
an odd Queftion, but it was the only 
Offer he could make me, having nei- 
ther Tea nor Wine, for they were too 
expenfive for Perfons in his Circum- 
ftances, who wanted all the little Mo- 
ney they had tofurnifh them with more 
neceffary Things. I was greatly pleaf- 
ed to fee with what Eafe they denied 
themfelves the fmall Indulgence which 
the loweil People enjoy. I would glad- 
ly have inereafed their Incon\e, but I 
feared to make myfelf fufpeded of be- 
ing lefs poor than I was thought, which 
I wifhed to, avoid, till I knew whether 
they were to be trufted. Finding them 
very agreeable, I ufed .frequently to Vi- 
fit them, and they often returned it. I 
received great Pleafure from their Soci- 
ety, and was more charmed with them, 
as my Acquaintance with their Tem- 
pers and Conduft inereafed. This young 
Lady particularly, I found fo amiable 
in her Difpofition as, joined with her 
Beauty, to make me feel all the Re- 
gards of a Friend towards her. She 
' fliewed the fame Attentions to me, nor 

* •* were 
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«• were her Parents ofibnded with our m- 
•* noccnt Aflfeftion. She was always em- 
•' ployed either in attending her Mother^ 
** taking Care of the Family, or working 
•* for them. I admired the Alacrity and 
" good Senfe, with which (he performed 
*' her difi5Brent Duties, and became her 
" Companion in many of them. With 
** very great Difficulty 1 prevailed on the 
^* Captain to fuBfer me to join my little 
•* Family with theirs, on Condition I 
** fkould pay half the Expences of die 
«• whole. He objeded, that this was more 
** than my Share, and that he feared there 
^^ was great Similrtude in'OurCircum^ 
** ftances. However^ at laft, I foccecdcd, 
** and we became one Family. They let 
•* me bring Books there, aiid thofe thfit 
^ "Were at work woukl often liften to trie 
" while I read aloud ; my lovely Fanny 
•* mod of all, tho* when we were alone 
^* the Time was feldom given to Books* 
** I ufed to lament at my Misfortunes, 
" communicated to her the Paffion with 
" which my Heart was filled, concealing 
" none of the Truth but my Name and 
** Fortune, leaving her to imagine that 
*' my ill Soccefs proceeded from my Po- 
♦* verty. With how much good Senfe, 

^*fhe 
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** fhe would endeavour to (hew me the 
** Ncceffity of conquering my JLove t 
" With what gentle Sweetnefs would fhe 
" try to comfort me! How tenderly did 
** (he join with me, in niy Complaints, 
<' and endeavour to £bothe them ! It i% 
** impollible I can ever recompence her 
^* for the exoelfivc Goodnefc (he (hewed 
*^ me. I am afraid her kind Behaviour 
** tempted me to teize her the more with 
*^ my Unea(ine(& I felt (b much Flea- 
^^ fure in being comforted foy her, as led 
** me to encourage my Diflre&. 

^ I had not long made Part of th?ft 
«* amiable Family^ whenCaptain2rOT^^ 
*^ went to London. You already know 
*^ what drew him thither^ and the ill Suc- 
^ cefs of his Solicitatione, as well as the 
^ unexpedted Blefiings which Lord Dor-' 
*' cbefter*& Generofity bellowed upon him. 
** I had undertaken to fupply bis Care over 
^* his Children's Studies, during his Ab- 
*' fence, which proved an agreeable A- 
" mufcment to me, as I did not afl: the 
^' Part of a School-mafter long enough 
** for it to lofc thePteaforc of Novelty. 
" Any Thing new gave a Turn to my 
** Thoughts, and was, thereby, of Ser- 
** vice to me. 

« Lord 
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" Lord D^rri^^r's Letter broke inup- 
^* on the Peace I began to acquire, by rob- 
** ing me of all my Companions. HisCha- 
*' rafter fufficiently convinced me, that he 
«« had fome generous Defign in fending 
-** for them, tho' he hinted it but darfc- 
*' ]y in his Letter, This could not rr- 
•' compence me for their Lofs, as I was 
•* myfelf able to relieve their Diftreffes, 
*' and was determined, after being long- 
** er acquainted with their Merits to have 
** made them eafy. My FanTry promifed 
•• not to let a Poft pafs, without acquaint- 
^* ing me with the Event of their Jour- 
•* ney, and was Jas good as her Word. 
•• The Joy and Gratitude exprcffed in her 
" Letter, made me envy Lord Dorchefter 
** the Pleafure of having conferred fo no- 
'* ble an Obligation on People who had 
** Hearts to feel it fo fenfibly, and efteem 
*' it fo juftly. The Captain's Convenience 
** would no longer fufFer them to live at 
" fo great a Diftance from Londony they 
*• therefore hired a Houfe about twen- 
** ty Miles from it, which his Lordfhip 
." furniflied very genteelly for them. As 
'* my Fantrf and I kept up a very con- 
" ftant Correfpondence, I was frequent- 
[\ ly folicited to forfake my defolate So- 

** litude. 
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« Htude, and once more make Part of 
*« their Family. At firft Melancholy was 
** more powerful than their Perfuafions, 
** and I refilled them ; but I foon began 
*^ to accufe myfelf of Obftinacy, and, on' 
** their affuring me that they lived ex-' 
^« tremely retir<id, I confented, artd went 
" to be a Witnefs of, and confeqifently 
** a Sharer in the Happinefs, at which 
«* none can arrive, who have not before 
** felt the cruel Diftreffes they had en-* 
" dured. ^ ' ^ 

" But I had not enjoyed this Satisfac-' 
** tion many Days, before I was ta*kcn ill' 
•* of a Feven My Fann^ was now my 
** conftant Friend and tender Nurfe, and* 
** feemed to forget the general Happi-' 
" nefs in a humane Concern for what T 
" fuffercd. My Fever increafejJ, till I' 
" grew fo very ill that it appeared pro- 
** per to fend for a Phyfician. H6 
*' thought my Life in great Danger, 
** which Declaration made my fair Nurfe 
*' inconfolable, The Affliftion in which 
'^ fhe appeared, touched me exceflively 
*' I fancied I faw in' it a fofter Paffion 
*' than Friendfliip. No one can be truly 
•* fenfible of the Pleafure of being be- 
^^ loved, but he who has felt all the Pangs 
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•* ojf an unfuccefrfiri Paffion. Thp Hopes- 
** fnad formed increafed roy Regard and- 
V Efteem for her -, and, ow Day,, as flie 
•^ was fitting by jn-y Bed-fide, I toJd hf r^^ 
** thati her incomparabk Goodnefs bad 
** conquered ijhe Grief, with which my 
** Heart was filled^ when I firft knew her, 
** and had takea the Place of a Love I 
*' thought eternal ; therefore flie muft not* 
** wonder, if henceforward I complatn- 
^. ed.of no Pafllon but qn^ £q% her, and I- 
•• (hould efteem myfelf very happy if 
*^ ihe would tak« her u/ual'Pains to com- 
** fort me. She looked ftedfaftly on mcj 
** and then calling to my Servant, who was 
*^ at the other End of the Roon^^ fhetold 
** him my Senfes Wat^ered^ and defired 
** him to repeat the laft Medidne. I af- 
•* fqred her, chat they were never more 
** perfeft; and, after fome time, convinc- 
** ed her that I fpoke my real and fober 
** Sentiments. She then burft into Tears, 
** and begged I would not fay any Thing 
*' that might increafe her Affcdtion, or 
*^ make my Company give her more Plea- 
" fure, at a Junfture when it was very un- 
** certain how long flie Ihould enjoy it. 
•* This kind Reception of my Declara- 
** tion rendered me incapable of obeying 

. « her i 



OPHELIA. 26a 

•* her ; and roy melancholy Situation fo^ 
•' foftened hec Miiid, that flie returned it^ 
** in the moft endearing Manner. Iwould^ 
•* not difcover my rgal Circumftances,^ 
" defirous to try her Affcftion to the ut- 
** moft. Her Joy appeared very.fincerei^ 
" indeedt on being aflured I was out o? 
" Danger. TheProgrefs of my Recovery 
** gave her as much Satisfaftion as her Sa- 
" tisfaftion did me. I continued my Ad- 
" dreffcstoher; but I found her Re euro, 
** lefs tender, as I grew better in Healthy 
*' which made me tell her that I wiflie^ 
•* myfelf fick again. However, I hadnq 
** real Caufe for Complaint. I perceived 
*' fhe put fome Conftraint on herfelf, [to 
** alter a Behaviour whi^h (he [thought 
" juftifiable only during my Illnefs, when, 
** mere Conipaffion required a Shew of 
" Tendemefe^ 

*• As foon as I got well, I propofed 
** to marry her. She begged me not to 
" think of it, for fhe could not poffibly 
*' agree to add to my Diftreffes by mak- 
" ing .me poorer ; aad thought we then 
•' lived happily in the innocent AfTurance 
" of each other's Afiedion. As this was 
** an Objeftion I could eafily remove, it 
^' did not mdkc me alter my Defign, but 

" before 
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„ ** before I confeffed my rc^I Name, I 
-' *y was defirous of trying the Degree of 
** Eftimation in which I was held by 
** Captain Traverfey by making my Pro- 
** pofal of becoming his Son-in-law, be- 
•^ fore he was acquainted with my For- 
** tune. But while I was preparing to 
*' put this Scheme in Execution, my 
" Thoughts received a new Turn. My 
** Sickncfs had prevented me from hav- 
•* ing much Converfation in the Family, 
^ but now, being well enough to aflbci- 
** ate with them, I was talking with the 
" Captain on the Change in his AflFairs, 
•* when he mentioned Lord DorcbeJier*s 
*' Lady. Having left him a Batchelor, 
*^ I was curious to know who ftie was, 
^^ perhaps the mbre fo for the Jealoufy I 
" had always entertafhed of him, think- 
** ing that I perceived, he was favoured 
** by you. The JDefcription they gave 
*' me, and the Raptures they were all 
** in when they mentioned your Beauty, 
^* and every Circumftance of your Be- 
*' haviour, convinced me my happy Ri- 
" val had triumphed. Though I thought 
" my Paflion over, yet I own I was fo 
*« much affefted by this News, that I 
l^ could not contain myfelf, I had grown 

!* cafy 
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^ eafy by looking on you as a ^ing far 
^ above us» one defigned to be adored, 
^^ but not poflefTed, one to whom all 
«* Mankind, as well as myfelf, muft pay 
** an unavailing Worfhip, and fubmit* 
•« ted patiently to the general Fate; but 
^^ I found, I could not bear to think ano*. 
•* iher enjoyed a Happinefs I believed 
•• above a Mortal. 

"^ ** MydeareftF^wKflywillfuflSsrmetore-^ 
*• peat this, ^ my Emotions were too vi-, 
** fible not to be perctived by her, wha, 
^* cruelly made me afhamed of my Beha^ 
« viour by the moft generous Tenders 
^* nefs. She gueffed you were the Wor, 
^* man whom I had often defcribed, whil^, 
«* flic was the Confidante oiFmy Paffion^> 
^ Inftead of reproaching me for^harbourr» 
** ing in my Breaft the Sparks of any. 
«* other Love than her^s, flie ufed all her; 
** Softnefs to comfort me, while (he ten-, 
•* derly grieved for my Misfortune and 
•• her own. Thus ^as I /cured of my, 
** Relapfe, and inafewDays,reftorcd to 
«* my reace of Mind, ceafingto envy 
*^ Lord IJorcbefter his divine Sacharijfa^] 
^ and happy in my lovely and tender: 
<« Anmtu Her Father declared he could 
*\Vot.n. N*^^^ ' - ^refufe 
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" refufe ix\^ notbing* but advifed us i^ot 
*• to marry \ how.cvcrt finding us refolv-* • 
" ed he confepted, 1 then, gave theni^ 
^^ all an exaft Account of. my Circum*^ 
*^ ftanceSf vhich^ you may imagine did 
*^ not abate the Sati$&£tion then reigo- 
** ing in the Family. 1 remained with 
•* them at their Country Houfe till two 
«« Days ago, that I ventured to come and 
*' congratulate you and Lord borcbefter 
** on your Union. You may imagine. 
*^ how much I was furprized to find it was 
^^ not compleated, but ppuld not forbear. 
^* coming hither.to introduduce to you 
^^ my Famjii^ wljU) niade me the happieft 
" of Men about a Week^ ago^ by he*^ 
** coming ppy ^^ife. And now. Madam,- 
*^ like aujdther Romancesi^ mine muft. 
** end with Wejdlockj but permit me. 
•* to hope, we IhalJ never be fo much. 
*^ tired of each other, as you muft be of 
*? us both in this long Story/' 

Sir Charles was niuch miftaken, for I 
was never lefs fo. I was overjoyed at ac^ 
quiring two amiable Friends,, and at fee* 
ing him fo happy. For once I refleAed 
with Pleafure on thelnconftancy of Man- 
kind, fmce it had been fo fortunate to 
him. I ought not to confine the Happi- 

«« ncfi 
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nefs of it entirely to ^\t Charles^ as I have 
received fo much from it mjrfelf ; for the 
Friendfhip wkich has ever fince fubfifted 
between me^Sir C&ir&/j hisLady, and her 
amiable Family, I have always efteemed 
one of the moft pleafing Circumftancei . 
of my Life. 
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1H OP E your liadyfliip now thinks 
it Time after fo long a Digrei&on, to 
return- to Lord P^rA&^^r, for llhould be 
forry to carry you fo tedious a Journey^ 
without you undertook it willingly ; and 
yet, having little to fay of myCblf during 
this JntervaU I am under a Neceflity c^ 
doing it, left I fiiould^^m to have put 
in ^^ution the Lover s Wifh, and ap- 
pear to have *^ annihilated both Space 
^* and Time to make two Lovers hap- 
« py.** Lord Dorcbefter travelled moft . 
expeditioudy to my Aunt's Cottage. He 
found her reclined on a Couch» the Sere« 
nity of her Countenance changed into the 
moft dqeded Air, and her frefh Comr 
N t plexioa 
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plexion into a fickly pale. He came fo 
gently to the Door, that fhc did not hear 
him |till he was entering the Threftiold. 
As foon as fiie faw him, (he Oarted up, 
and, with Eyes that Ibot forth Inapatience 
and Anger, but nOt Without a Mixture 
of Joy, cried out, " Where is my Child! 
*« Where is my Opbeltar 

The Alteration Lord Borcbefter per- 
ceived in her, awakened fo fevere a Senfe 
of the Injury he had done her, that he 
was diftreflfed and confounded, and could 
utter no more then •* Ihe Is well ; for- 
** give me. Madam, forgive me!** 

*♦ Thank Heaven,** cryed my Aunt, 
with Hands and Eyes lifted towards the 
Heaven (he thanked, «*myChild is well!** 
and then burfting into a Flood of Tears, 
funk down on the Couch, where flie re- 
mained fometintf'^iot too much afieded 
to utter now and then a grateful Ejacu- 
lation, which would force its Way ia 
Spite of the Tears that almoft fuffb- 
catcd her. 

My Lord was too much moved to in- 
terrupt her till this painful Excefs of 
Joy was abated, and then could do no^ 
thing but alk her Forgivenefs iFor all the 

Uneafineff 
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. Uneafinefs he muft have given her, pro- 

. tefting his Defire of making her all pof- 

fible Reparation. ** As the firft ProoiF of 

•• it," faid fhe, *• let roe know whether 

«« you give me a PoSSbiWtf of pardon- 

" ing you, by having the leaft Title 

** to it. Inform me of every Particu- 

** lar, fince you robbed me or my dear 

•' Child, the Delight and only Support 

•* of my Life ? But before you enter in- 

.** to a Detail which may take up Time, 

/• firft tell mc where ihe is? What is 

-^^ her Situation, and whether fhe ftill 

•* does Honour to the Care I took to 

•• inftruft her in the Precepts of Reli- 

^' gion and Virtue, that I may be bet- 

•* ter able to liften to the reft?" 

In thefe Points, Lord Darebefier gave 
her foil SatisfaftioD, and then proceeded 
to relate the whole in Order, only was ac 
a Lofs how I became acquainted with his 
Defign. He endeavoured to excufe himfelf 
on Account of his Prejudices againft Ma- 
trimony, and expatiated on hisObjedions 
to it, concluding, by telling her, that 
** his Love had conquered them all, and 
*• to be united to me was the Wifli 
^ neareft his Heart; and that I had hi- 
N 3 ** therta 



270 pPH E L I A. 

" therto been inflexible, and, mort mer- 
" cilefs than Heaven, would not par* 
•* don the fincere Penitent." You could 
** not have faid any Thing which could 
•* have given mc fo fincere a Plea- 
•* fure'* replied my Aunt, •* fincc this 
** proves my Neice*s Principles to be 
" fuch as I wife them. Hcaveii, indeed, 
:" forgives the fincere Penitent, but then 
*' the Heart is there laid open, and the 
•* Sincerity of it is well known. Opbe- 
'* lia cannot have the /fame Aflbraoce 6i 
** your's ; even yourfelf cannot % ^e 
" often miftake the Effefts of difap- 
." pointed P^ffion, for real Virtue, If 
*• :;.t innocence ana unieigned Piety of 
** fo fine a young^ Creature could not 
** cliange your Heart, how can one fup- 
" pofe any Thing clfe will have that 
** Power. You tell me flic Joves you,* 
" therefore may be fure her Paffions 
** plead in your Favour, and could her 
^* Reafon give a Sanftion to them, ftie 
*' would concur with your Willies. That 
♦* it has Strength fufficient to conquer 
*^ the Inftigations of her Love, and the 
** Perfuafions of her Lover, raifes her 
" in my Efteem, and gives me a Plea- 

** fure 
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" fure that altnoft repays nic lor what 
^* I have fuflfercd on her Account. Docs 
^* not this noble Command over her- 
•* feff, this fteady Adherence to every 
** virtuous Principle,'* continued Ihe, 
** make you bluQi at the Remembrance 
** of your Defign, to debafe fo much 
** Excellence ? A little Refleftion, my 
•* Lord, will (hew you^ the falfe Prin- 
•• ciples on which you have founded 
•* your Objections to Matrimony. Arc 
•* you of fo pervcrfc a Nature, that 
*• a Conformity to the Laws of God 
^* and Man, mufl: rob Society of all 
•* its Charms? And muft theConver- 
** lation of one wh6 loves you, lofe all 
*• its Merit, as foon as it can be en- 
« joyed without a Crime? Surely no 
*♦ Man can be fo abandoned as to own 
" fuch flepraved Sentiments! You are, 
" it feems, difgufted with the Behaviour 
•' of many Wives ; would you there- 
•• fore to mend a Woman's Conduft, 
" learn her to defpife all Ties, human 
•* and divine? And to render her an 
*' amiable and valuable Companion, la- 
" ftruft her in Vice ? Is that a Meaqs 
" of teaching her, to acquit hcrfelf of 
N 4 "the 
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^* the Duties of Society, and the ten- 
*^ derer Obligations of more intinaate 
** Connexions. Another of your Ar- 
guments againft Marriage is little bet- 
ter than a profe Paraphrafe of. 



(& 



Jjuve light as Air^ at Sight of human Ties^ 
Spreads its Ught Wings ^ and in a Moment flies. 

" With all the abandoned Rhapfody of 

" voluptuous Vice. You talk of Free- 

y dom and Equahty, in a Situation 

J*' which entirely aboliflics both. What 

i** can render a Woman fo much your 

." Slave, as having given up her fair 

** JFame, and that fweet Peace that Good- 

^^ mfs bofoms ever^ to gratify your mean 

/* Paffions? Where then is the £qua- 

*' lity between you ? You have in your 

" Power every Pleafure but Self-Ap- 

' ** probation, and, perhaps, the hardened 

** do not want that, while the Woman 

- ** has nothing left her but your Love^ 

" which it is more her Intereft to keep, 

" even by little defpicable Arts, than 

*^ it could be in any other Situation. 

•' As foon as Reafon begins to return, 

** in what Light do you imagine, Ibc 

« herf^lf 



O P H E L I A. zji 

>* berfelf muft fee the Man who has rob- 
«* bed her of every Bleffing in Life ? Muft 
** Ihe not grow uneafy under fuch Cir- 
'^^ cumftancesy and deceft the ungene^ 
<* rous Mind that could draw her into 
•• an AAion, whofc Confequences were 
5* to her fo grievous^ and to him fo 
*' trifling, that unlefs Honour makes 
** him rather than deiert the Woman 
** he has ruined, endure the Effefts of 
•* her afflidtcd Heart, and the Fretful- 
** ne£s which naturally arifes from it, he 
•* is under no worldly Difadvantage.'* 

Lord Borcbefter liftened with all the 
Humility of a School-boy to his Mo- 
nitor, and gave her no Interruption but, 
with a doleful Face, and a (imple 
Shcepilhnefs that he never felt before, 
cried now and then, ** very true,. Ma- 
** dam, right. Madam, to be fure, Ma- 
*• dam," apd fuch . like Sentences of 
mild and bafhful Approbation ; till my 
Aunt thought it cruel to humble him 
any longer, into fuch a fneaking repent- 
ant Boy. When Ihe ended her Sermon, 
he aiTured her, that he was perfectly 
convinced of the Truth of all (he had 
iaid> and protcfted, with an Air of Sin- 
N 5 ccrity 
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cerity that almoft convinced her, that 
•• if he might have the free Choice, 
*• whether he ftiould have her Neice for 
** his Wife or Miftrefs, he fhould noi 
•* hcfitate SL Moment, but prefer that 
** State which fhould fccure her froni 
•* the Ccnfure of the World, and the 
*• Reproaches of her own Confcience/* 
He abjured his paft Errors, (hewed the 
Fallacies which had given Rife to theni^ 
and confuted his own Arguments fo 
much more forcibly than my Aunt 
could do, that (he was touched with 
his Candour, and grieved for the perni- 
cious Education and Examples, which 
had created any Blemifhes in a Mind 
that fcejtoed naturally virtuous and up- 
right. When he had fucceeded thus 
far, it was not very difficult to move a 
Heart by Nature tender, and fofrened 
by Affliftion, The Excefs of his Grief 
excited her CompafTion, and Pity had 
fome Share? in* making her promife to 
accompany him, though when (he did 
it, (he imagined her only Motive was 
the..Defire of feeing me. During their 
Journey, his Di(lrcfs prevailed on her 
to undertake to obtain his Forgivenefs. 

2 He 
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He did not doubt, but my Regard 
for her, and the high Opinion I had 
both of her Judgment and Princijiies, 
would make me fubmit to her Fer- 
fuafions, efpecially as he was too fen- 
fible they correfponded with the fe- 
cret, though fuppreffed Wiflies of my 
Heart, When they arrived in Ltftiim^ 
I had) according to the Pain I had 
formed, kft my Lodging,^ and ta faye 
my kind Landlady the Fain ef telling 
a Falih6od, did not a'cq\iaint her with 
the Place which I intended for my-A- 
fylum. Mc. Souths to avoid being inv- 
portuned to difcover my Abode, chang- 
ed his Habitation likewife, and choie 
one whom he could truft, ta watch Lord 
Dorcbefiir^s coming to Town. His Spy 
performed his Office fo well, that he 
heard it the Night of his Arrival, and 
was told by him, that , he faw my Lord 
hand a Lady out of his Chariot. 

Mr. South afked me, '^ if I did not 
** imagine -from this, my Lord had fuc- 
•* ceeded^ andy in Reality, brought up 
•* my Aunt?** I could not believe^ 
there was a Poffibility of her giving 
iodx a SaQ(%ioa to his paft Condud; 

however. 
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however, 1 wiflied to be entirely cer- 
tain : I dared not, indeed, confent that 
Mr. Sotab fhould venture to Lord jDvr- 
cbefier^Sy left by watching him, my Re- 
treat might be difcovered as it was 
before, but told him, that as they would 
naturally go to my old Ijodgings, if 
my Lord had really prevailed on her 
to accompany him, we might gain 
Ibme Intelligence from thence. Mc 
South went thither accordingly the next 
Morning, and learnt, that, ^* Lord 
** Dorcbefter and a Lady, whom they 
•• found by their Difcourfe, was my 
*^ Aunt, came there as foon as they 
^ entered London, and afldng for me, 
••- were under the greateft Confternation 
•• at hearing I was gone from thence.'* 
The good Woman told them my Mo- 
tive, but, at the fame Time alTured 
them, fhe knew not to what Place I was 
removed. Upon this Information, they 
went away much difappointed, after 
having promifed her any Reward if fhe 
<;ould contrive a Means of finding me 
out. She told them, " fhe wanted no 
" other Inducement to do that, than 
^ tbc Plcafurc I fhould receive from 

« feeing 
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^ feemg an Auntt I ieemed to lore 
f« fo tenderly.** 

As I was at a vefy great Diftance 
from my oldLoclgingStMr.^^/]& thought 
that to go back to me, would be robr 
bing mc of fome Hours of Joy, and 
therefore inftead of returnmg, went to 
Lord Borcbefier^ where he found hit 
Lof d&ip and my Aunt, concerdng Mea- 
fures for finding me. The Sight of 
him was moft weleoine to the former ; 
with Delight he received him, ^nd in- 
treated • huD, ^* to inform an anxious 
** Parent and the ftiH tenderer Anxie- 
** ty of a Lover, where' I was?**^^ 
. As this was the Intent of Mr. SotttVi 
Vifit, he immediately comjrfi^, and of- 
fered them to guide them to me. The 
Equipage was fent for, and flopped at 
my Door, fomedme after my Impa- 
tience for the Account 1 expeded Mr» 
Sctak to brings had fixed me to the Win*- 
dow, in Hopes of feeing him arrive. 

At the Sight of my Aunt, I ran to 
meet her ; and we received each other' 
with an Embrace from which the Spec«: 
utors diought we could never be dif^ 
engaged. I had already hit how muth 

the 
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tlie Imagination faljs fliorcof the Rea* 
lity in Sorrow, I now found it as pooir 
a. Mirror of our Joy^ r XhevExtacy I 
4¥as.in, at feeing one fo incxpreflibly 
dear to me> ifar exceeded the Force of 
Fancy^ and a long Time paiTed in re«- 
joicing at the Felicity we felt^ before I 
took Notice of the Perfon who accom*. 
panied my Aunt. 

: My Lord looked on me with: Tendcr- 
nefs and Grief, but with an aaxioos.Ti* 
pieroufnefs thi^t refidered him filent» 
My Aifht obfjpi:yii:\giit, as, foon as we 
could think of any Thing, butithe Joy 
of meeting, :tqld me^ *Mhe had under- 
y taken to ptead,, what Irihould think 
^^ a bad Caufi^i ,unlef$; I would allow 
" Repentance walh^ Away.Sin.ui iShc 
then proceeded to fay, " (he thought 
" Lord Dorcbejier had fuffcred fa much 
•' he dcfervcd to be forgircn/'i I ob- 
jpfted ail I had before faid to (myfelf 
and others on the OccaGon. I arrangned 
1^^ li'rinciples and Condu<ft with more 
Severity, I believe, for finding he had 
•in Advocate, for I felt a SatisfaiEtioa 
in hearing him a little excufed. My 
Aunt's Arguments were much the fame 

with 
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uriih Mfs Baderfi^ and wodld hot have 
proved more efficactoos, ; had it .not 
Men icaBer to iDflueace^my Heart^^ than 
rto coniriixce my Reafofr. Her 'Qj()inioii 
-gave a Sanftioa for my yielding ;//I 
could calrmy Weaknels obedient ; ah 
Opportunity of fo^ agreeably ifleceiyihg 
myfeif, flag^red my Refolutioot and 
I began to liften.with Pitafufe to the 
Apology my Ausitimade im him. 

Afr foon as Lord xDwcbtfier iiatl pen- 
ceived oie * uravek'in^ between Reafoa 
and Love, to ftrengthen the Party of 
the latter, he attacked me with the 
ii!K>ft' perfuafive Importumty** Though, 
my Heart felt every Sylhble he uttei^- 
td, yet my Mind was too much agi- 
tated to fttffer my Memory to retaia 
what he faid, all I know is, that eve- 
ry Word, every Look, every A6tioir of 
his, fpoke too much to be expreffed by 
any other. Such powerful Eloquence 
was not to |:^ for ever reMed ;. unable 
to biar a longer^ Continuance of the 
Scene, I cried out, ^* you have con- 
** quered all my Refolutions, difpofe 
*Vof the Remainder of my Life as 
^<* you pleafe^ asy Hsf^cia is in youf 
^ ' ^Ji Hands^ 
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^ Hands, 1 may rcpchf, but t finlir f^ 
^* muftcompIfJV 

IjQtdDordl^er^s .exoeffire Joy made 
me feel 'that Pleafure in myiGonfenf, 
which Reafon had denied me;' My Fe^ 
licity was perfeft in feeing I had made 
him happy ; I was infenfible to any 
Dangers, with which my Peace was 
'threatened ibyi his. Principles, while I 
had the* infinite Satisfaftion of impart- 
ing Happinefi ta'one that was dearer 
to me than myfelf ^ I felt I was un wob- 
thy of a Thought, mine were all en- 
grofled by him, every other Obje£b feem- 
ed beneath my Gare, and if h)^ was Jiapr 
py, I believed | muft be blel&4 , 

As foon as his Lordfhip's Extafies 
were a little over, my Aunt turned to- 
ward him and faid/ ^' My Lord,. I have 
** done all you afked of me ; I have 
^* fuffered Companion and that weak 
•* Sypipathy, which J believe all feel 
^* for the Pains of Lovers, who : have 
" themfelves known the Pangs of Love, 
•* to conquer my Opinion. I have per- 
** fuaded the only Joy of my Heart, 
** and Bleffing I of my Age, to an U- 
** nion with a Man, whpfe Principles I 

^ always 
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^ always looked upon as an infalGble 
*« Source of Unhappinefs to the Wd- 
** man whofe Fate muft depend upon 
** them* I never law any Thing but 
^^ Repentance fueceed a Marriage with 
** a Rake, and yet Companion for you^ 
^ and, indeed, for my Niece, whofe 
** Fondnei3 for you is but too vifible^ 
^^ through all the Refolution Ihe has 
>* affumed, has made me plead your 
" Caufe, and prevail in it. I feared 
" for her, the Grief which would have 
** fucceedcd the (harper Pains of Sepa- 
•• ration. I, who have felt it, know 
•* how hardly Life is fupported under 
^* a Load of Sorrow. I pitied you for 
«* having a worthy Mind fo corrupted. 
** Can you do lefs, my Lord, than 
*• reward Opbelia^^ Love and my Com- 
" pafllon,.by prefervkig the Principles 
*^ you now profefs, and by keeping the 
" ftridleft Guard over yourfelf, left you 
*• fhouki again deviate from the Path of 
" Virtue? I know you are not ab- 
** folutely a Rake» and therein I place 
fj my Hopes^*]; 

Your 
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Your Ladyfhip may imagine Lcrd 
Bifrcb^er^ was not fparing of his Pro- 
xnifes. He defended himfelf from the 
Imputation of a Rake, though he con* 
feflted, his Principles had been very 
dcfedlive, and gave her every Affur- 
ance that could make her eafy ; and 
what is more extraordinary, he fulfilled 
them all, and rendered the Reft of pur 
Lites a Scene of Blife 5 though I con- 
feis, it was not immediately I could.de- 
pend on my own Happinels. I feared 
Rcverfes, which would \}t more fevere- 
Jy felt for the Felicity I enjoyed. But 
Tinoe banifhed my Apprehenfions, and 
Itaught me, that a Mind naturally good, 
may be clouded for a Time, but will 
recover its original Luftre, and (hake 
off the bad Influence of vicious Ex- 
amples, and the erroneous Opinions 'of 
the fafhionable World, if it has the 
good Fortune to fufier fufficiently by 
them. But as that does not happen fo 
often as one could wilb, for the Re- 
formation of Mankind, and it is difli* 
cult to know when a Perfon has been 
fufficiently punifhed to cflfcA their A- 
mendmentj mine was a dangerous Trial, 

and, 
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^ndy I think, my Imprud^nee in making 
it, deferved a Punifhment rather than a 
Reward ; which has increafed my Gra- 
titude to Heaven for a State of Happi- 
nefs I by no Means merited. 
«' Lord Dorcbejier to gratify himfelf in 
Ills darting Pieafure of doing Good, 
procured a very cohfiderable Preferment 
for Mr. Souths and behared with the 
utmoft Generolity to my Aunt ; he kt* 
tied a very handfome Income on her, 
*«nd to gratify both her and me, madip 
4bch Additions to her littte Cottage, ia^ 
•gai^e us the Power of accompanying her 
thither, where we fpent three Mooths 
in every Year, which, in the Opinion 
of us ^I, was the Time when we cnt- 
joyed the mbft perfca Happinefs, *we 
Wfere theri free from Interruptions. 

Lord Borcbifter was very defirous of 
jcnowing ^how I became acquainted with 
Ills Deiigh^ on me \ but- 1 made hi$ 
giving a folemn JESomifc never to afk 
any Qjeftiohs concerning it, one of the 
Conditions of our Marriage. I feared 
his RefentmentagainftLorai^r^^^igfl'^ 
had lie beeii acquainted ^th the Part 
he adcd, and Ihould have been very 

forry> 
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Ibrry, if Lord Lanborougb Jhad fuffcred 
by making a Difcovery that was fo for- 
tunate for me ; bcfidcs that Lord Dor- 
,cbejier mi^t have been expofed to hie 
Share of Dangerr had a Quarrel en-^ 
iiied. Lord Larborougb was, I believe, 
under no fmaU Apprehenfions on fiod^ 
iing what Turn the Affair had taken, 
but I feized the firft Opportunity ^oiF 
making him eafy, by giving my Wor-d> 
^that, ** I would conceal every Thing 
'^. he had done in Confideratbn of the 
M Obligation he thereby conferred on 
•• me, and that he might reft in per- 
^ fed Security in that Particular/* 

He returned me many Thanks, aflur- 
Ing me, that, f^ he. would ever grate- 
•• fiilly acknowledge it ; and, to prc- 
** vent all Poffibility of giving me any 
*♦ future Offence by a F^on he was 
^ unable to ftifle, he would, by De- 
^ grees,^ break off his Intimacy with 
^ my Lord, and avoid me as nuich as 
** he could.** This Refolution he ftea- 
dily executed, and before he died, which 
was two Years after my Marriage, he 
Tiad almoft entirely dropped our Ac* 
iiuaintance. After his Deaths as no 

Danger 
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Daiiger ctould arife'from it, I acquaint- 
ed uny Lord, with what he had too ftrift 
a Regard to his Promise n> tiave afk- 
ed of me, telling him all thsA: pafled 
between Lord Larborougb and myfelf, 
which he f^id, **jendcjred his Lord- 
** fliip rather ttxeObjcfl:- of his Grati- 
^* tude, than of his Anger^ fincc the 
*« happy Eflfefts of what he had done, 
** excufed the Intention.'* 

Having obeyed your Ladjfliip*s Com- 
fnands, L fliaU now lay aude my Pen, 
without Snaking any Apology for be- 
ing fo ciitumftantial, fince Obedience 
to your Oxtkis made me fo ; but fhall 
grieve in Silence, that it was not in 
my Power to render this little Work 
more worthy of her who is to honour 
it with a PerufaL If I have in fome 
Places repeated Compliments, which 
lay me under an Impiuation of Vanity, 
I hope you will confider it as the uti* 
avoidable Coniequence of telling one's 
own Story witti j^ht Sboerity you re- 
quired ; and al afLeosHaiy Thing, in or* 
der to keep up in my Reader ibch an 
Idea of my Perfon, as may reprefenc 

me 
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me more worthy of her Attention, which 
you might have thought thrown away 
on a Dowdy,, «nd. deprived me of tl^ 
HonoujF of fubfcribing myfelf^ 

Moftohe£ent^ 

m 

Humbk Servant^ . 

'. .' -i : 

Ophilia Dorchester^ 
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